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Gunmen kill policee detective in Gaza 

GAZA (AP) — Masked gunmen shot dead a Palestinian police 
detective in the Gaza Strip Sunday, and a Palestinian farmer was 
killed in a clash with police who ordered his family evicted. 
Witnesses said Capt. Amer Salah, 32. was gunned down in front of 
hts home in Gaza City's Shati Refugee Camp. Mr. Salah. a 
PLO-backed leader in the camp during the Palestinian uprising 
against Israeli rule, joined the police soon after Gaza won self-rule 
i- Ma y ft. was the second time in eight days unknown 
.gunmen have killed a Palestinian policeman in Gaza. Police 
launched searches for the gunmen. They have still noi captured the 
three. gunmen who shot dead a policeman guarding the house of 
s chief cnnl judge on July 15. Later Sunday. Palestinian 
police clashed with farmers in the village of Beit Lahia in the 
northern Gaza Strip when they ordered them to vacate govern- 
ment land they had squatted on seven years ago. Witnesses and 
police said the farmers attacked the police with axes and sticks, 
severely beating an-officcr. Shots were fired and Musad Sabah. 26. 
was hit in the head and died, they said. It was not clear who fired 
the shots. Police said they confiscated an assault rifle. 
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‘Syria urges Iraqi opposition to unify 9 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian Vice President Abdel Halim Khad- 
dani urged the Iraqi opposition on Sunday to end bitter feuding 
and close ranks, opposition sources said. Abatement by the Shiite 
Islamic Action Organisation (IaO) said Mr. Khaadam also 
offered Syria's help to opponents of Iraqi president Saddam 
Hussein during the meeting with IAO leader Ayatollah Moham- 
mad Tazi Al Mudarrissi. The statement said that both men 
discussed fighting between Iraqi Kurdish opposition factions in 
northern Iraq, where the Kurds benefit from a U.N. protection 
zone, and agreed that faction fighting was adversely affecting the 
Iraqi opposition. Mr. Khaddam stressed the necessity of the 
unification of the Iraqi opposition ranks noting that the current 
situation required a unified policy and a practical plan to direct the 
activities inside Iraq," the statement said. "He also offered Syria's 
help to achieve this objective.” it added. 
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Sharif Zeid reaffirms 
fairness of municipal polls 

Government working to ensure success of economic summit 


Premier warns opposition 
not to 6 cross the limits 9 
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By Abd ullah Hasanat 

Jordan Times 'Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker Sunday brushed 
-.fide Islamists' accusations 
that the government rigged 
the July 11 municipal elec- 
tions and challenged them - 
to go to court if they can 
prove their allegations. 

“The government did not 
rig the elections nor < did it 
manipulate them in any 
way." Sharif Zeid asserted 
during a meeting with local 
editors and columnists. “If 
it: (The Islamic Action 
Front) has any proof, let it 
go to the courts as I said at 
the time" of the elections. 

- . The Prime Minister also 
warned the Islamists, who 
lead opposition against 
normal relations with 
Israel, not to cross the 
Omits into “seditious agita- 
tion." 

“We will not allow any- 
one to agitate the people 
into sedition," Sbenf Zeid 
warned. The government 
will not force- anyone to 
normalise or trade with- 
Israel. Likewise, the gov- 
ernment will not tolerate 
seditious agitation" against 
the regime. 

The Prime Minister, who 


was addressing chief edi- 
tors and columnists during 
a luncheon he hosted at the 
Intercontinental Hotel, 
said that “normalisation of 
relations with Israel is 
progressing at a good pace, 
afthough there are some 
outstanding issues." He did 
not elaborate. 

Sharif Zeid admitted that 
the government perform- 
ance was below his ex- 
pectations and that “There 
is room for. improvement. 
However, he said that spe- 
culations that the govern- 
ment lacked coordination 
among its members were 
exaggerated. 

“There is coordination 
and we have a good econo- 
mic team and we are work- 
ing around the clock to 
prepare for MENA." He 
did not rule out a reshuffle 
of his cabinet but hinted 
such reshuffle might only 
come after the current ex- 
traordinary session of Par- 
liament ends in October. 

“This is a coalition gov- 
ernment, like my former 
government. 1 brought “17 
deputies in to ensure a 
working relationship with 
the (Lower) House (of Par- 
liament)," he said. 

-Asked if he would in- 
clude Islamists in any fu- 


ture reshuffle. Sharif Zeid 
said: 'There is no inclina- 
tion to bring in the Islam- 
ists." 

During the two-hour en- 
counter with the journal- 
ists. Sharif Zeid revealed 
that his government has 
formulated a number of 
laws that would liberalise 
the economy and create the 
right atmosphere for in- 
vestment in preparation for 
the Middle East and North 
African (MENA) Econo- 
mic Summit that will be 
held in Amman in October. 

He said the government 
had discussed tne package 
extensively with the private 
sector. Asked whether he 
thought the draft laws 
would clear both Houses of 
Parliament before the ex- 
traordinary session ends in 
October, the prime minis- 
ter jokingly said: “Do you 
want to bet?" 

The prime minister, 
however, warned against 
exaggerated expectations 
from the summit. 

“I myself am optimistic," 
he said. “But I warn 
against over-optimism. We 
want the conference to be- 
nefit the whole region." . 

Sharif Zeid said he 
thought the Jordanian eco- 
nomy was performing very 



Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 

well despite “many voices 
of complaint." “Inflation in 
the past six months was 
only 0.2 per cent higher 
than in the first six months 
of 1994." he said. “All eco- 
nomic indicators are show- 
ing a healthy trend." 

The prime minister, 
however, ruled out any 
wage increases at the time 
being. 

The prime minister noted 
with satisfaction the U.S. 
Congress endorsement of 
the decision to write off 
S750 million of debt to the 
U.S. 


The prime minister char- 
acterised relations with 
Syria as “normal" and with 
Egypt as “good," saying 
both could be improved. 

He described Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti's visit to Riyadh 
early this month and the 
talks Mr. Kabariti held 
with Saudi leaders as “suc- 
cessful” and “warm." 

“We expect relations to 
improve with the rest of the 
Gulf countries, but not 
necessarily immediately 

(CoBtfaioed on page 7) 


West reinforces 
troops in Sarajevo 

Heavy fighting reported 
around Zepa, Bihac 


SARAJEVO f Agencies 1 — 
British artillery and infantry 
and French tanks headed for 
the besieged city of Sarajevo 
on Sunday to reinforce U.N. 
peacekeepers under Serb 
attack. 

The units of the U.N. 
Rapid Reaction Force (RRF) 
based in central Bosnia were 
expected to arrive on Mount 
Igman. west of the city, by 
last light on Sunday where 
they will take up their posi- 
tions overlooking Bosnia's 
capital, U.N. offficiais said. 

The deployment was de- 
scribed by a U.N. spokesman 
as a “turning point” for the 
U.N. mission and followed 
overnight attacks by Serb 
forces on a U.N. food convoy 
and base in which two French 
soldiers were killed and three 
wounded. 

French President Jacques 
Chirac said his troops would 
not cave in to Serb military 
pressure in Bosnia and would 
strike back if attacked in 
Sarajevo. 

... The Serbs had better 
understand that we won't 
give in," Mr. Chirac said 
during a visit to Senegal. 

“I want to say right away 
that the instructions given are 
to reinforce our positions 
around Sarajevo with the 
Rapid Reaction. Force and 
shoot back systematically, as 
we did last night ... if we are 
attacked again." Mr. Chirac 


Bosnian premier calls King, 
H.M. says war must end 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 4 Majesty King Hussein Sunday- 
received a phone call from Bosnian Prime Minister Haris 
Silajdzic who informed him that the enclaves of Bihac and 
Zepa have been subjected to large-scale attacks and 
intensive shelling by the Serbian forces. 

Mr. Silajdzic asked King Hussein to exert efforts to help 
end these attacks on the U.N. -declared “safe-havens." 

King Hussein contacted the ambassadors of the five 
Securiry Council permanent members in Amman, and 
reiterated Jordan's condemnation of the Serbian aggres- 
sion. The King underlined the importance of preserving the. 
territorial integrity of Bosnia-Herzegovnia and the need to 
'ensure the safety and security of its people in accordance 
with international legitimacy. 

The King also emphasised the need to confront the 
Serbs' aggression and back the Bosnian people’s just 
struggle. 


said. 

U.N. spokesman Major 
Myriam Souchaki said the 
reinforcements comprised at 
least 320 British soldiers, a 
company of French light 
tanks and French engineers. 

The British contingent in- 
cludes two batteries of the 
19th Field Regiment of Royal 
Artillery with 12 105mm light 
guns that can hurl a 16-kg 
shell 16 km. 

One infantry company of 
the Devon and Dorset Reg- 
iment. with 16 warrior 
armoured fighting vehicles 
was also on its way. 

“Their mission is to re- 


spond to attacks against 
Sarajevo." said U.N. spokes- 
man Lieutenant-Colonel 
Chris Vernon. 

Separatist Serbs have step- 
ped up their attacks on 
Sarajevo and other U.N. 
“safe areas" despite warnings 
from Western governments 
on Friday that further aggres- 
sion against Muslim enclaves 
would be met with a decisive 
military response. 

At a crisis meeting of 16 
nations in London, Britain. 
France and the United States 
threatened military action, 

t 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Kabariti meets 
Japanese official 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti Sunday reviewed 
the Japanese Permanent 
Representative to the United 
Nations Hishabi Owada bi- 
lateral relations between Jor- 
dan and Japan, in addition to 
regional and international 
issues. Mr. Kabariti voiced 
Jordan's appreciation of 
Japan's positive and con- 
structive role in the multi- 
lateral peace talks. The Fore- 
ign Minister also lauded 
.Japan's support for the inter- 
national efforts aimed at 
establishing a just and lasting 
peace in the region. Mr. 
.Owada is currently in Am- 
man to ‘attend the two-day 
meetings of the Consultative 
-Committee of the United Na- 
trons University UNU’s 
Leadership academy, which 
started here today under the 
chairmanship of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Al Hussein. 

House approves 
environment law 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Lower House of Parliament 
Sunday approved the 1994 
draft law on the protection of 
environment, after making 
some amendments to it. 

Palestinian police 
free 

11 PFLP activists 

GAZA (AFP) — Palestinian 
police have released 11 Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP) activists 
arrested after the murder of 
two Israelii hikers, the mili- 
tant group said Sunday. "The 
II guested leaders have all 
been freed, five on Saturday 
and the others on Sunday,” 
Yunes Al Jaru, a senior offi- 
cial of the militant group led 
by George Habash, told 
AFP. 

Rauin criticised 
on settlers policy 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minster Yitzhak Rabin 
On Sunday faced criticism 
within his cabinet for not 
dealing more firmly with set- 
tlers in the occupied West 
Bank opposed to the peace 
deal with the PLO. But he 
raid the government had to 
ifbt .prudently to avoid 
worsening the situation, his 
office said. 


Israel, PLO say no hope of deal by Tuesday 


NEWE ZOHAR, Israel 
(Agencies) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) negotiators 
on Sunday ruled out reaching 
agreement by a July 25 dead- 
line on extending Palestinian 
self-rule, as both sides re- 
sumed talks near the Dead 
Sea. 

“In the coming days, and 
even in the coming weeks, 
there will not be a signing of 
an accord with the Palesti- 
nians for the extension of 
autonomy in the West 
Bank," Mr. Rabin said -on a 
military radio station. 

The Palestinians expressed 
the same scepticism, with 
their chief negotiator, 
Ahmad Qouriea, glumly pre- 
dicting it “may be” months 
before an agreement is sea- 
led. 

“Certainly between us and 
an agreement there remains a 
period that is not short,” Mr. 
Qouriea, who is also the 
Palestinian economy “minis- 
ter," told the Arabic daily 
Asharq Al Awsat. 

The 150 negotiators who 
broke off marathon talks on 
Friday after five days of in- 
tense meetings, resumed 


their discussions at the Hotel 
Lot in Newe Zohar on the 
Israeli banlfs of the Dead 
Sea. 

“We have come here to 
reach an accord and we are 
going to do our best to get 
there this weejes,” Palestinian 
negotiator Hassan Asfur told 
AFP here. 

Mr. Qouriea called for 
more flexibility from the 
Israelis. “If the Israeli side 
presents reasonable and 
logical positions during talks 
perhaps we will sign soon. In 
any case it wifi not be next 
Tuesday," be said. 

The two sides set a July 25 
deadline to reach an accord 
on the second phase of auton- 
omy, including an Israeli 
army redeployment on the 
occupied West Bank, elec- 
tions to a self-rule council 
and a transfer of civil powers. 

It is the second deadline 
this month after negotiators 
foiled to nail down an accord 
by the earlier July 1 target 
date. 

“If the Israelis want, we 
can make progress and con- 
clude a deal tomorrow." 
Palestinian negotiator Bas- 
sem Al Masri said in Newe 


Zohar. 

But a foreign ministry offi- 
cial said: “The main difficulty 
is that the Palestinians are 
'continually changing their 
positions. 

"What has been agreed is 
modified, at the last minute 
and divergences within the 
leadership of the Palestinian 
Authority are preventing 
progress." 

He also acknowledged, 
however, that the Israelis 
were offering the Palestinians 
“much less than they were 
hoping for, on The issues of 
territory, water and secur- 
ity.” 

Water remains a main 
obstacle, along with a timet- 
able for an Israeli military 
pullback from the towns of 
Ramallah, Bethlehem as well 
as Hebron, where 400 settlers 
live among 120.000 Palesti- 
nians. 

Mr. Qouriea said the issue 
of water sharing was the sub- 
ject of “difficult negotiations. 
The Israelis gave several ideas 
but we did not arrive at any- 
thing specific." 

He said a special commit- 
tee on water would be 
formed “to find reasonable 


compromises,” without giv- 
ing further details. 

Earlier, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres shed 
doubt on Palestinian willing- 
ness to sign an accord at the 
earliest, saying a delay 
“would be a mistake” on the 
PLO's pan. 

"It is a game of patience 
which we are used to. At the 
last minute each party tries to 
gain as much as they can,” he 
told Israeli Television. 

“Israel has creative solu- 
tions on the remaining differ- 
ences and will keep them for 
the last phase of the talks." 

Foreign Ministry Director 
General Uri Savir told the 
daily Haaretz that Israel 
would “refuse to speed up 
artificially the talks” and risk 
damaging its interests. “We 
are in the final phase and now 
the true battle is starting," he 
said. 

The two countries have 
predicted that an eventual 
accord will be signed in 
Washington, which hosted 
the landmark for the signing 
of the 1993 Declaration of 
Principles that led to the 
launch of self-rule. 

Meanwhile, the Jerusalem 
Post Sunday quoted Israeli 


officials as saying that Israel 
has agreed to let Palestinian 
police be deployed in all 460 
Palestinian villages on the 
West Bank after an Israeli 
troop pullback. 

“We will allow the Palesti- 
nians to put blue police (civi- 
lians) in all the 460 villages," 
■one unnamed senior official 
told the English-language 
daily. 

“The blue police will en- 
sure that Palestinians in these 
villages will provide law en- 
forcement for the administra- 
tive authority. They will deal 
with only such issues as burg- 
laries.” 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin had earlier said he 
would not allow Palestinian 
police to be deployed in some 
villages such as round Jeru- 
salem, those along the 
“Green Line” separating the 
West Bank from Israel and 
those in the Jordan Valley. 

There was no comment 
available from his office Sunday. 

Mr. Rabin had hinted he 
intended to call for the areas 
to be annexed to Israel m 
negotiations on the territories 
final status due to begin in 
May 1996. 


Baghdad destroys hi-tech machines, prepares Iraqis for ‘showdown’ with West 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) 
— U.N. weapons inspectors 
returned Sunday from Bagh- 
dad, where they supervised 
the dismantling of machines 
which could have been used 
to produce ballistic missile 
parts. 

By disabling the missile 
equipment, Iraq has taken 
another step toward meeting 
U.N. conditions for easing a 
five-year-old, economic 
blockade stifling the coun- 
try’s economy. 

A spokesman for the Un- 
ited Nations Special Commis- 
sion, which has been super- 
vising the elimination of 
Iraq's non-conventional 
weapons, said in New York 

« r ■ i .i t 


Thursday that the Iraqis had 
begun disabling high- 
precision machine tools that 


could manufacture metal mis- 
sile components. 

The spokesman. Tim Tre- 
van, said the task would be 
completed in three days. 

U.N. sources in Bahrain, 
the regional headquarters of 


UNSCOM! confirmed Sun- 
day that the all five machines 
had been disabled, but would 
give no details. They spoke 
on condition of strict anony- 
mity. 

The U.N. team, which 
travelled to Baghdad July 17, 
was led by John Spertzel, an 
American biological weapons 
expert. 

The experts also held talks 
in Baghdad on a clandestine 
biological weapons program- 
me the last remaining obsta- 
cle in UNSCOM’s efforts to 
eradicate Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction. 

UNSCOM has demanded a 
detailed report on Iraq's 
biological weapons program- 
me, pressing the Baghdad 
government for information 
on 17 tonnes of growth mate- 
rial which could be used to 
develop germ warfare. 

U.N. experts had said that 
Iraq’s stock of chemical 
weapons and a nuclear prog- 
rammes have long been des- 


troyed and that the missile 
equipment and the biological 
programmes were the last 
stumbling blocks. 

Baghdad has threatened to 
halt further cooperation with 
UNSCOM if its next report 
to the Security Council was 
not favourable and if no steps 
were taken to ease the trade 
embargo, imposed after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait on- Aug. 2. 
1990. 

However^ the United 
States and Britain havp said 
the sanctions should remain 
in place until Iraq meets 
other U.N. demands such as 
improving its human rights 
record and releasing over 600 
prisoners Kuwait claims the 
Iraqis still hold. 

• Showdown 

Iraq Sunday warned its 
people of a possible “show- 
down” with the West over an 
end to the sanctions. 

The warning in the official 


Baghdad' Observer newspap- 
er came less than a week after 
Iraq gave the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) un- 
til the end of August to finish 
its work. 

.The newspaper said Iraq 
was growing weary of trying 
to satisfy UNSCOM’s de- 
mands on disarmament which 
it complained were always 
changing under U.S. press- 
ure. 

It added the stage was set 
for confrontation since Iraqis 
have lost so much of what 
they have achieved “with 
great toil and enormous sacri- 
fice" and since "they have 
nothing to lose if they were to 
stop cooperation” with UN- 
SCOM. 


Iraqis should prepare for 
"any possible showdown with 
the despots who are responsi- 
ble for all their suffering and 
their agony." the newspaper 
said. 

It recalled a July 17 warn- 
ing rhar Iraq would stop 


cooperating with the United 
Nations if sanctions were not 
lifted. Two days later Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Mohammaa 
Said Al Sahaf gave UN- 
SCOM an August ultimatum. 

Mr. Al Sahaf said in Qatar 
on Sunday that Baghdad was 
“cooperating" with the U.N. 
on its germ warfare program- 
me" and “will ask for an end 
to the embargo" once it has 
given the required informa- 
tion, he said. 

Meanwhile Mr. Al Sahaf 
left Qatar for Morocco where 
he will rally support for Iraq's 
campaign end the sanctions. 

Iraq “is contacting its 
brothers... to get their coop- 
eration and solidarity with 
Iraq and the Iraqi people to 
have the sanctions lifted,” he 
said when asked about the 
purpose of his visit to Moroc- 
co. 

Mr. A! Sahaf said he dis- 
cussed in meetings with 
Qatari officials Baghdad’s 
efforts for the lifting of U.N. 
sanctions. 


Nabulsi says Petra 
committee following 
sound procedures 


AMMAN (J .T.) — The Gov- 
ernor of the Centra! Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) Mohammad 
Saeed Nabulsi Sunday reiter- 
ated that a committee en- 
trusted with the liquidation of 
the Petra Bank was following 
sound procedures and was 
ready to present Parliament 
with a detailed report and full 
information clarifying any 
point that could be raised by 
Parliament. 

Speaking after paying a 
visit to the Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Saad Hayel Srour with whom 
he discussed questions re- 
lated to Parliament's debate 
of the Petra Bank question. 
Dr. Nabulsi denied that the 
CBJ or any other party was 
trying to prevent Parliament 
Member Fawaz Zoubi. who 
had earlier raised the ques- 
tion in Parliament, from ac- 
quiring information collected 
by the liquidation committee. 

One of the charges made 
by Mr. Zoubi was that the 
committee sold shares held 
by Petra Bank in the Cairo 
Amman Bank for a price 
lower than the market price. 


Last week. Dr. Nabulsi 
told the Jordan Times in an 
interview that actions taken 
by the liquidation committee 
had the approval of the board 
of governors of the CBJ and 
were in line with the broad 
objective of liquidating Petra 
Bank while collecting the 
maximum amount possible 
from debtors. 

Dr. Nabulsi said books of 
accounts of the government- 
appointed liquidation com- 
mittee were open for inspec- 
tion. 

In 1989, an Economic 
Security Committee took- 
over Petra Bank after gross 
irregularities surfaced and 
the bank defaulted on its 
obligations to the Central 
Bank. It ordered the bank to 
be liquidated through a spe- 
cial committee supervised 
and steered by the CBJ. 

Mr. Nabulsi's visit to par- 
liament came in the wake of a 
statement by Mr. Srour, in 
which he said the Parliament 
was still awaiting a number of 
documents connected with 
the Petra Bank to be pro- 
vided by the government. 


Jordan urges Greece to 
help end Bosnian crisis 


AMMAN (AP) — Jordan 
urged Greece on Sunday to 
use its good offices with 
Serbia to end attacks on 
Bosnian Muslims in the for- 
mer Yugoslavia. 

The Jordanian request 
was made by Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti during a two-hour 
meeting with his visiting 
Greek counterpart. Karlos 
Papoulias. 

“We expressed the desire 
that Greece play a special 
role in undertaking practic- 
al and urgent measures to . 
alleviate the suffering of 
the Bosnian people and put 
an end to the Serbian 
aggression on Bosnia and 
its people," Mr. Kabariti 
told reporters after meeting 
Mr. Papoulias. 

He said Jordan “under- 
stands that Greece has spe- 
cial ties with Serbia" — 
both adhere to the Ortho- 


dox Christian faith — and 
that the Kingdom hopes 
that Athens will use These 
to end the Bosnian crisis. 

Jordan, which maintains 
more than 3.200 
peacekeepers in the U.N. 
force in former Yugoslavia, 
has threatened to pull out 
its troops if fighting con- 
tinues in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

. His Majesty King Hus- 
sein has been pressing for 
an end to the crisis in Bos- 
nia. 

On Friday, he said he 
would join peacekeepers in 
the former Yugoslavia to 
underline growing frustra- 
tion with the continued 
fighting in Bosnia and the 
United Nations' failure to 
bring it to a halt. 

Mr. Papoulias, who ar- 
rived here from Lebanon 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Carter ends 
Sudan visit 
without winning 
truce renewal 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Former U.S. President Jim- 
my Carter left here Sunday 
after meeting Sudanese Presi- 
dent Omar A! Beshir without 
winning a renewal for a ceas- 
efire in the country's 12-year 
civil war. 

Mr. Carter told the press 
before leaving that he was 
unable to gain a commitment 
to the ceasefire which Khar- 
toum announced during his 
last visit to Sudan in March 
and which is due to end July 
31. 

Earlier, Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs. Ghazi 
Salahedeen Atabani said 
Sudan was considering a 
peace plan proposed by Mr. 
Carter in a meeting with the 
minister, late Saturday. 

Mr. Carter, who early this 
year arranged a ceasefire in 
the war with southern rebels, 
arrived in Khartoum Satur- 
day night after a meeting with 
the main rebel leader. John 
Garang, in Kampala. Ugan- 
da, earlier in the day. 

On his return, Mr. Carter 
briefed Ghazi Atabani. 
minister of state for foreign 
affairs, on his meetings with 
Mr. Garang. another rebel 
leader, Riak Machar, and 
Presidents Daniel Arap Moil 
of Kenya and Yoweri 
Museveni’ of Uganda. 

The official Sudan' News 
Agency quoted Mr. Atabani 
as saying Mr. Carter pre- 
sented “a specific proposal 
that we are now consider- 
ing.” 

The details of Mr. Carter's 
plan were not known. The 
former president has said he 
would seek a' two-month ex- 
tension of the ceasefire that 
began in March. But he also 
suggested he would try to 
arrange a broader truce that 
could lead to negotiations. 

Officials had no comment 
after Mr. Carter's meeting 
Sunday with Sudan's leader, 
Lt. Gen. Omar A! Bashir. 

Mr. Carter, 70, also met 


with Gen. Bashir at the start 
of his trip last Wednesday, 
and officials then expressed 
reservations about an exten- 
sion of the truce, saying it 
could allow the rebels to 
build up their forces. 

Mr. Saleheddeen said he 
had repeated to Mr. Carter 
that Sudan would continue to 
seek peace “within in princi- 
ples any country maintains 
and which provide for unity, 
sovereignty and identity,” 
the Sudanese News Agency 
(SUNA) reported. 

Sudan's Islamic fun- 
damentalist government fears 
the rebels, mostly Christians 
or members of tribal faiths, 
want to split off southern 
Sudan into a new country. 
Mr. Garang's Sudan Peoples 
Liberation Army has been 
fighting since 1983 for more 
autonomy from the Muslim- 
dominated north. 

Mr. Atabani also quoted 
Mr. Carter as offering his 
congratulations to Sudan on 
the release of three U.N. 
workers and two Sudanese 
who had been held hostage 
by the rebels, SUNA re- 
ported. Mr. Carter played a 
role in the freeing of the men 
last week. 

Mr. Carter, who also has 
been visiting health projects 
in southern Sudan sponsored 
by the Carter Foundation, 
first arranged a two-month 
ceasefire as a means of furth- 
ering the campaign against 
disease. It was later extended 
but would run out at the end 
of this month. 

If Mr. Carter succeeds in 
arranging negotiations, they 
would probably be overseen 
by group of neighbouring 
states including Kenya and 
Uganda. Earlier efforts by 
the neighbouring countries 
produced no results. 

In Kampala, a UlS. embas- 
sy spokeswoman said that in 
Mr. Carter's talks with Mr. 
Garang "no concrete position 
was reached." 



MIDDAY PHAYER: Jordanian U.N. soldiers bold their 
midday prayer at the edge of a refugee camp at Tnzla 
Airport. More than 22,000 Bosnian Muslim refugees have 


found shelter here after fleeing their homes in Srebrenica, 
which fell to the Bosnian Serb forces last week (AFP phtoto) 


Turkish parliament approves constitutional change 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
Turkish parliament has 
approved measures democra- 
tising the country's constitu- 
tion." turning the page on the 
basic law inherited from the 
last military regime, the Ana- 
tolia agency said Sunday. 

The new constitution, 
adopted with 360 deputies in 
favour and 32 against, pro- 
vides for extending trades un- 
ion rights, notably in the civil 
service, and lowering the vot- 
ing age from 21 years to IS. 

The total package voted 


into law early Sunday in- 
volved a total 23 amend- 
ments. 

Constitutional reform was 
one of several conditions set 
by the European Parliament 
for ratification of a customs 
union agreement between 
Turkey arid the European 
Union* is approved. 

Other conditions include 
greater freedom of express- 
ion in Turkey and the freeing 
of jailed Kurdish-origin legis- 
lators. The European Parlia- 
ment is due to look at the 


customs agreement later this 
year. 

Under the reforms, uni- 
versity lecturers and students 
will be able to join political 
■parties, and deputies will be 
free to change parties once 
they are elected. The number 
of deputies in parliament was 
increased from 450 to 550. 

The Turkish constitution 
was passed by an overwhelm- 
ing majority during a referen- 
dum in 1982 during the 1980- 
83 period of military rule. 

Introductory passages 


praising the putsch of 1980 
will be deleted. 

Seven articles in the reform 
.package were rejected during 
parliamentary debates. 
Centre-right deputies re- 
jected an amendment grant- 
ing public sector employees 
the right to strike. But public 
sector unions will have the 
right to draw up collective 
labour agreements. 

The reforms should take 
effect in the coming days, 
after being gazetted. 


Top Iranian cleric blasts judiciary over graft 


NICOSIA (AP) — A senior 
Iranian cleric, urging the 
judiciary to crack down on 
high-level corruption, has ac- 
cused judges of dealing 
harshly with ordinary citizens 
while letting “big shots” off 
virtually scot free. 

Amid growing public 
pressure for government ac- 
tion to stamp out official graft 
at a time when the economy 
is deteriorating, Ayatollah 
Ali Akbar Mesh k ini declared 
that when senior officials are 


found guilty of embezzlement 
or wrongdoing, the author- 
ities should “suck out the 
money from their filthy guts, 
firmly and decisively and give - 
them what they deserve.” 

The radical Ayatollah 
Meshkini heads the 83- 
member Assembly of Experts 
which chooses Iran's supreme 
leader. 

He was commenting on an 
explosive high-level embez- 
zlement case now before the 
courts during a Friday 


prayers sermon broadcast by 
Iran’s state-run television 
network Saturday night. 

Eight men, two of them 
still at large, are accused of 
misappropriating some S23S 
million from the state-run 
bank Saderat. the biggest 
case involving embezzlement 
of public funds to go to trial 
since the Islamic Republic 
was founded in 1979. 

What makes this case so 
politically sensitive is that 
one of the defendants is Mor- 


.teza Rafiqdoust. brother of 
Mohsen Rafiqdoust, a former 
Revolutionary Guards Corps 
minister and head of the 
multibillion-dollar Founda- 
tion for the Oppressed and 
Disabled. 

That is* one of several 
“bonyads,” or state con- 
glomerates, which are sup- 
posed, to help. Iran's poor, 
who make up most of the 
country's 60 million popula- 
tion. 


Five years on, Kuwait slays 


By William McCIean 
Reuter 

KUWAIT — Five years 
ago Iraq challenged’ the 
world by rolling its tanks 
across virtually unde- 
fended desert into neigh- 
bouring Kuwait, which 
holds a tenth of the 
planet's oil reserves. 

Today, their border of 
sand and scrub is one of 
the world's most heavily- 
guarded frontiers. 

High above dunes shim- 
mering in midsummer 
heat. U.S. spy planes and 
sr'elliles keep constant 
vigil. A 32-nation U.N. 
Observer Force patrols a 
demiltiarised border strip. 

And near Kuwait City, 
a large arsenal of high- 
tech heavy armour 
awaits an American 
Rapid Reaction Force 
that would fly to the res- 
cue from bases overseas in 
case of trouble. 

Kuwaitis are once again 
enjoying the good life — 
free health services and 
education, cheap public 
utilities, no income tax. 
petrol cheaper than bot- 
tled water and civil ser- 
vants can resign on full 
pension after 20 years' 


work or less. 

The more affluent 
Kuwaiti men in flowing 
white robes show off 
gleaming Porsches and 
Ferraris on the Gulf 
seashore drive. They relax 
in designer jeans at fast- 
food restaurants, shop for 
jewellery with parents and 
siblings in posh boutiques 
and visit holiday homes in 
Europe. America. Egypt 
and Lebanon, sometimes 
with fleets of Asian nan- 
nies to look after the chil- 
dren. 

But the residents of this 
tiny oil exporter are still 
traumatised. 

All the machinery of 
international peacemak- 
ing and Western military- 
might installed since the 
Aug. 2. 1990. invasion has 
failed to dispel concern 
about their northern 
neighbour. 

“No past crisis, no for- 
mer catstrophe in the his- 
tory of this tiny nation, no 
adverse circumstances, no 
matter how dare, could in 
any way be compared 
with the traumatic experi- 
ence of an unprecedented 
invasion.” Rasha A1 
Sabah, professor of com- 
parative literature at 
Kuwait University. 


writes. . • ■ ' ' 

“We slept on the night 
of Aug. 1. 1990. as free 
citizens of a sovereign 
state, only to wake up and 
discover in the early hours 
of the following morning 
that we had lost our 
sovereignty and national 
identity. ** 

Kuwaitis* continuing 
misgivings stem largely 
from the political survival 
of one man — Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

"Unfortunately evil has 
still not been rooted out in 
our region." said Kuwaiti 
Ambassador to Washing- 
ton Sheikh Mohammad 
A1 Sabah. "Saddam is still 
in power.” 

Kuwaitis had an un- 
nerving flashback to 1990 
last October when Sad- 
dam sent tens of 
thousands of troops to- 
wards the border in a 
move widely seen as 
pressure for the lifting of 
sanctions. 

The move backfired 
and Baghdad gave in to 
world pressure to recog- 
nise the country it once 
called its IVth province. 

But Kuwaiiis say they 
would only start to take 
Iraqi recognition seriously 
if and when Saddam left 


". power. ' 

And the 10-tiay crisis 
cost Kuwait hundreds of 
millions of dollars in pay- 
ments. mainly to the Un- 
ited States, 'for Western 
military support that was: 
rushed in to counter the 
threat. 

“The Iraqi buildup of 
last October is strong evi- 
dence that we cannot go 
to sleep on our watch.” 
Sheikh Mohammad said. 

"We hope and pray that 
there will be no war. We 
must always be prepared, 
i subscribe to the old ad- 
age that the surest way to 
prevent a war is to be 
prepared for one.” 

The October incident 
underlined the import- 
ance to Kuwait of its eco- 
nomic security, diplomats 
say. because Kuwait's 
best defence will remain 
its ability to pay allies to 
protect it. 

Its army is small and as 
yet only partially 
rearmed. 

Kuwait's share of the 
costs of the 1991 Gulf war 
that ended Iraq's* occupa- 
tion. and its payments for 
oilfield repairs, rearma- 
ment and handouts to 
citizens wiped out billions 


oT'doilars" held^ierseas 
against the day when oil 
runs out. 

Remaining financial re- 
serves are threatened by a 
budget deficit running at a 
fifth of gross domestic 
product. Continuing de- 
ficits would wipe out the 
reserves within 15 years. 

Big-spending officials 
have given little sign they 
can curb welfare slate 
generosity and meet a 
pledge to eliminate the 
budget deficit bv the vear 
2000. 

Many doubt the state 
can go on providing un- 
productive civil service 
jobs for all graduates, and 
while Saddam remains in 
power, most wealthy 
Kuwaitis -will keep invest- 
ing overseas. 

Businessmen have re- 
sumed buying property in 
Europe. Asia and *rhe 
Americas, ostensibly (or 
investment hut some 
admit they also value 
them as havens if Saddam 
comes across the border 
again. 

Kuwait can boast a 
string of post-war achieve- 
ments. including the re- 
building of the oil indus- 
try. the revival of the onlv 


b/fc tj 'fflfr . . n . 

"'parliament on the Arab 
side of the Gulf and 
moves'towards more open 
government and more 
accountable economic 
management. 

Defence agreements 
have been concluded with 
all five permanent mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security 
Council. AH five have 
sold or plan to sell Kuwait 
large amounts of weapon- 
ry. 

But the achievement 
many Kuwaitis most 
value is the one that may 
pose the biggest threat to 
the country's economic 
security — the revival of 
perhaps the world's most 
lavish welfare state. 

In con era st . the 
achievements most 
admired by the West are 
the revival of an out- 
spoken assembly and a 
measure of free speech 
rare in the region, i 

"Kuwait's saving grace 
is that it is such an open 
society." a senior Western 
diplomat said. “Just when 
I think I've finally had 
enough (of Kuwait). I 
pick up the newspaper 
and read. It is enormously 
redeeming, the readiness 
for public give and take." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Kuwait’s phone pests nabbed ft 

saving Mr. Ibrahim said the ministry “ 
concerned about people abusing the system. R^enoof 
the emirate, in particular women, say telephone pests are » 
freauTnt nuisance . He added several people, had been 
detained for telephone tapping, an activity he said was: 
carried out by people of low morality or delinquents;.: 
Spapera haVsaid phone tapping has becomea^pu^ 
activity among some affluent young men who bug cordless 
phones with expensive surveillance gadgets. 

Record July rains fall on UAE 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AFP) — Record July 
rains fell on the deserts of the United Arab Emirates after' 
the monsoons took a wider path than usual .meteorologist 
said Sunday.* Forty millimetres (1-6 inches) fell overnight 
Saturday on AI Ain and 35 millimetres (1.4 inches) on 
Sharjah, the highest rainfall in July since, record-keeping 
started there in the 1930s. they said. Seventeen millimetres 
( 68 inches) fell on Dubai, the highest since record-keeping 1 
began there in. 1967. The previous records were .5; 
millimetres (.02 inchees) in Dubai in 1988. 12:7 millimetres 
(.5 inches) in Al Ain in 1992. and 15.6 millimetres (.6 
inches) in 1956 in Sharjah. The rain also brought cooler 
temperatures than usual. The maximum temperature was 
expected to be 30 degrees Celcius (86 degress Fahrenheit>. 
about 10 degrees lower than normal. "It is a spinoff from 
the monsoon, but it is a bit unusual for us to get as much 
rainfall out of the monsoon." a forecaster said. The 
monsoons travel north from the Indian Ocean, then spread 
east and west from Himalayas and the mountaions of Iran. 
Parts of Oman usually receive some of the monsoons but. 
not the United Arab Emirates. The mean annual rainfato? 
for Dubai is 85 millimetres (53.4 inches), mostly coming in 
February as well as January and March. 

3 Egyptians arrested in Denmark r - 1 

COPENHAGEN (AFP) — Three Egyptian Muslim mili- 
tants have been arrested in Denmark for planning to blovy. 
up the Israeli embassy in a series of bomb attacks, the 
Danish press agency. Ritzau. reported. Prosecutor General 
Peter Broendt Joergensen from Viborg. 220 kilometres 
(140 miles) northwest of Copenhagen, ordered the three 
linked to the outlawed Gamaa Al Islamiyah to be arrested 
after a secret inquiry, the agency reported late Saturday. 
Two of the men are accused of planning six bomb attacks id 
the Danish capital, including on the Israeli embassy in' 
Hellerup, in the Copenhagen suburbs. Mohammad Abdul 
Halim Mohammad Fahim. 43. and Abdul Hakem Moham** 
mad Atia Soliman. 37, bought chemicals to make explor 
sives between the end of 1992 and November I993v 
according to the prosecutor's office. The third man was; 
named as Mohammad Shaaban Mohammad Hassanein. 3L 
He has been accused with the other two of breaking the la^ 
on group activities. Egypt has repeatedly accused Eiiith , 
pean countries, and in particular Denmark, of sheltering 
militants from outlawed armed groups which have waged 0 
three-year campaign to topple the government. 

m 

UAE fund finances r,000 teenagers 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — * A fond created- by the Ur»ire$ 
Arab Emirates (UAE) president to encouarge ' Emirates’ 
•men to marry fellow- nationals has financed nearly 7,000 
weddings, officials said Sunday. The fund's director. JamaJ 
Bah, said bis organisation was considering increasing its* 


capital in the face of strong demand for grants, designed to 
increase the proportion of Emirates citizens in the country/. 
Nationals account for around one third of the UAE’s:l 


population of nearly 2.2 million. They became a minority 
after thousans of foreigners began streaming in following! 
the discovery of. oil in the early 1960s. Officials said they, 
were encouraging men to have native wives after a shan| 
increase irj the number of unmarried women, a phe^ 
nomenon they described as worrying given the conservative 
nature of bedouin society. "There is" a strong demand for' 
the fund and this has prompted us to study increasing its. 
capital," Jamal Bah told AFP Sunday. The Marriage Fund- 
was set up by President Sheikh Zaved Ibn Sultan Al 
Nahayan to help men after a steep rise in dowries, the 
money paid by the bridegroom to his bride under Islamic. 
Law. In some cases, dowries exceed $100,000. An official 
report marking 29 years of Sheikh Zayed's rule in the- 
UAE's biggest emirate. Abu Dhabi, said the fund hafr 
extended grants to around 7,000 men since it was created, 
four years ago. ... 

3rd teenager dies from Israel stampede 

TEL AVIV (R) — A third teenager has died after being- 
injured when thousands of rock fans pushed their way into 
a full concert ground Iasi week during a music festival in. 
southern Israel, Israel Radio said Sunday. The girl. 1_5 V 
from Rishon Lezin near Tel Aviv, never regained "coih- 
sciousness after the stampede in the city of Arad, on* 
Tuesday. Last week police said two other fans .were; 
trampled to death and 95 people injured. The stampede; 
occurred at what was to be the last performance by Israel's 
lu-ycar-old leading rock group Mashina. The deaths sent' 
snock waves throughout the country, forcine organisers to' 
cancel Uie festival and prompting a national debate over 
tne moral conduct of the country's vouth. 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Sunday chair s a meeting of the Advisory Com mi tte e of the 
United Nations University International Leadership Academy (photo by Crystal) 

Queen chairs Advisory Committee 
meeting of U.N. University academy 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The first 
of a two-day meeting of the 
. Advisory Committee of the 

• United Nations University’s 

• International Leadership 
. Academy (UNU/ILA) began 
. Sunday at AJ Ma’wa Palace, 

; according to a Royal Court 
; statement. 

The UNLVELA is an inter- 

■ national training programme 
for people with demonstrat- 
ed leadership potential in 

- business, political science, 

. religion, arts and culture. 

1 “In December 1994, the 
. Council of UNU accepted 

■ the proposal of Jordan’s for- 
; mer prime minister, Abdul 
; Salam Majali, to establish 

■ the UNU/ILA in Amman. 

■ -Queen Noor, the chairper- 
! sou of the Advisory Com- 
. mittee, Sunday welcomed 
: the committee members say- 
; mg that the academy will 

play an important role in the 
development of competent 
aiid open-minded future 
leaders. 

UNU, established in 1973 
with its headquarters in 
Tokyo, and research and 
. training facilities throughout 
. the. . world, was .created by 
tfie UN- General Assembly to 
“promote international' 
: scholarly cooperation and 
undertake problem-oriented 
multi-disciplinary research 
on urgent global concerns." 

Among die people attend- 
ing the meeting with the 
Queen were Special Advisor 
1 {) the Rector of UNU Abdul 
.saJam Majali, Senator Leila 
Sharaf, Vice Chairperson of 


the Advisory Committee and 
Japanese Ambassador to the 
United Nations Hisashi 
Owada, Director of 
UNU/ILA Andres Pastranas 
and member of the Advisory 
Committee Bartolome 
Mitre, the statement said. 

Arab Children’s Congress 
concludes 

After the meeting. Queen 
Nock- attended the closing 
session of the Arab Chil- 
dren’s Congress entitled 
“Solidarity and Tolerance in 
Arab Culture" ai the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

The Congress was held in 
cooperation with United 
Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO) and coin- 
cided with UNESCO’s 50th 
anniversary and its Interna- 
tional Culture of Peace Fes- 
tivals for Children. 

The Queen distributed 
gifts and certificates to 150 
delegates, workshop leaders 
and other participants in the 
congress and toured the chil- 
dren’s exhibitions of stamps, • 
a books, handicrafts, paint- 
-i bags, murals and the “Tree of 
-’'-Tolerance” sculpture, which 
will be shown at the 1995 
UNESCO Exhibition in 
Paris. 

The children presented 22 
recommendations on H uman 
and child rights, resolution 
of conflict and ethnic vio- 
lence, the environment and 
intercultural exchange. 

Queen Noor said she 


hoped that heads of state and 
governments will take heed 
of the children’s recor Ten- 
da tions and she emphasised 
the importance of develop- 
ing national strategies that 
involve children as future 
leaders in global and nation- 
al issues. 

President of the Executive 
Committee of the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation In'am 
Mufti accompanied Queen 
Noor to the event. 

Later Queen Noor gradu- 
ated the first class of Al Isra’ 
University (AU) where she 
distributed diplomas and 
awards to the students. 

In his speech, AU Presi- 
dent Abd Al Bari Durra said 
that the university plans to 
incorporate new specialities 
in the curriculum, such as 
agriculture, nursing and 
hotel management, which 
will meet Jordan’s needs, 
and announced the estab- 
lishment of the Noor Al 
Hussein Scholarship for two 
outstanding-students. 

Al Isra* University, estab- 
lished in 1991, has a diverse t 
student body fromtiie'jM§l- * 
die East, Africa; fii&^dnd 
Guinea. Its educational cur- 
riculum includes law, phar- 
macology, medical sciences 
and analysis, civil engineer- 
ing, basic sciences, account- 
ing, businesses administra- 
tion, finance, computer sci- 
ences. languages and child 
education. . 

Mrs. Mufti accompanied 
Queen Noor to the ceremo- 
ny. 


Government starts 3-month survey of industries 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Department of Statistics 
Sunday started a three- 
month survey of all industri- 
al businesses in various gov- 
emorates in Jordan and said 
it has recruited 16 trained 
and qualified teams of four 
to six persons each to con- 
duct die survey. 

Announcing the start of 
the survey Department 
Director General Abdul 
Hadi Alaween said it will 
cover 'businesses ranging 
from mines and stone quar- 
ries to energy generation 
installations, industrial ser- 
vices and maintenance in 
accordance with intemar 


tional standards. 

The survey will cover 
industrial businesses which 
have been operational from 
the beginning of 1994 to the 
end of that year and aims at 
collecting detailed data 
about these businesses 
which would benefit deci- 
sion makers and investors, 
Dr Alaween said. 

By mid-October these 16 
teams will have collected 
information about the status 
of these industrial concerns, 
their workers, wages and 
benefits, types of equipment 
employed in these business- 
es, taxes, revenues, fixed 
assets, capital as well as 


industrial environment , be 
said. 

He added that all data will 
be kept in strict confidence 
and given codes rather than 
names, and no one will have 
access to them except the 
official assigned to enter the 
data into the computer . 

Urging all businesses to 
cooperate with the survey 
teams. Dr. Alaween said that 
the survey which is conduct- 
ed every four years is 
expected to yield informa- 
tion that would contribute to 
the country's economic and 
industrial development . 


t JERASH FESTIVAL FILM 

* Concert by New England Youth * "The Civil War: Most Hallowed 

Ensemble of the U.S. at the South The- Ground, 1864 " at the American Center 
atre at 8:30 p.m. 1 at 5:00 pan. 

* Performance by Jafra - Group at the LECTURE 

Sound and Light Theatre at 9:00 p m- * Settlement and Land-use on the Karak 

Plateau during the Islamic Period/' by 
•Concert by Zdravetz Folklore Group of Allison McQuitty, director of the British 
Bulgaria at The Forum at 9:00 p.m. Institute for Archaeology and History, at 

the Friends - of Archaeology Centre at 

* "Street Show" by The Chipolatas at 6:30 pjn. (followed by a trip to Karak 

The Forum at 9:30 pjn. and Khirbet Faris on July 28 at 8:30 am.) 

* Poetry recitals by Lebanese, Jordanian, rvurnmnvc ' 

Iraqi, Moroccan and UAE poets at Darat EXH1 BiTIUN b 

Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh (7:00 p.m.-9:00 * Paintings and ceramics by Arab artists 

at Orfali Art Gallery, Umm Utheina. 

«■' p U ppet show - Aladdin and the Magic * Exhibition in honour of Palestinian 
Lamp at the Sound and tight Theatre at intifada victims and detainees at Abdul 
7-45 p.m. Hameed Shoman Foundation. 

performance by several Jordanian * Paintings by Adnan Yahyah at Darat 
I groups at the Forum (6:3 0-9:00 p.m.). AI Funun. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Faisal 
Husseini, the minister in 
charge of the Jerusalem 
portfolio in (be Palestine 
National Authority (PNA), 
Sunday met with Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti and 
told Jordan Television later 
that be discussed progress in 
the Palestiman-Isracli nego- 
tiations over ibe status of the 
Arab sector of the city of 
Jerusalem. 

We reviewed the political 
developments concerning 
the city. Israel's measures 
there and the situation sur- 
rounding Al Aqsa Mosque 
and the other holy shrines, 
Mr. Husseini said. 

The PNA is attempting to 
assert Palestinian rights in 
the Arab city and the right of 
its citizens to vote in the 
Palestinian elections, and is 
insisting that the Arab city is 
pan of the territories occu- 
pied by Israel in the 1967 
war and therefore UN Secu- 
rity Council resolution 242. 
applies to it as well, Mr. 
Husseini said. 

We are also discussing the 
nature of the future relation- 
ship between the western 


and eastern sectors of the 
city under a final settlement, 
Mr. Husseini said. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the Prime Minis- 
ter reiterated Jordan's sup- 
port for the Palestinian stand 
and said he hoped that the 
Israelis and the Palestinians 
would move swiftly to the 
final phase of the negotia- 
tions and achieve a final set- 
tlement. 

Sharif Zeid also expressed 
hope that the Jordanian and 
Palestinian sides would 
implement all the agree- 
ments they bad signed in the 
best interest of both their 
peoples. 

Reaffirming the impor- 
tance of Jerusalem to Jordan 
and the Arab World, Sharif 
Zeid also expressed hope 
that Jerusalem, will serve as 
a symbol of peace and at the 
same rime serve as the capi- 
tal of an independent state of 
Palestine. 

For his part Mr. Husseini 
voiced the Palestinian peo- 
ple's appreciation of the Jor- 
danian government for back- 
ing all endeavours to safe- 
guard the holy shrines and to 
help the Palestinians regain 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Sunday meets with visiting PNA official Faisal 
Husseini to discuss issues pertaining to the situation in Jerusalem (Petra photo) 


their rights. 

Mr. Husseini and Mr. 
Kabariti earlier met to dis- 


cuss bilateral relations and 
coordination between the 
PNA and Jordan in all mat- 


ters relevant to the city of 
Jerusalem and the protection 
of the holy sites. 


Lower penalties being considered 
in bounced cheque cases 


By Ramadan Rawasbdeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Justice Minis- 
ter His ham Tell Sunday said 
amendments to the penal 
code are being considered, 
particularly penalties for 
issuing cheques with with 
insufficient funds, as well as 
penalties for fraud, bribery 
and building contracting 
violations. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan limes and Al Ra'i 
dailies, the minister said that 
the amendments would have 
such cases referred from the 
Court of First Instance 
(which usually dealt with 
these cases) to the Peace 
Courq and lhal die penalty 
for j&becP cheques without 
sufficient , funds would be 
lowered ‘ to imprisonment 
between one month and two 
years plus a fine of JD 10. 

Currently the penalty for 
bouncing a cheque is impris- 
onment for four months to 
three years plus a JD 50 to 
JD 100 fine. 

Mr Tell said dial the min- ' 
is try discovered that in most 
cases involving bounced 
cheques many people 
accepred the cheques with 
the full knowledge that the 
persons who issued them 
had uo do funds to cover 
them expecting to use them 
as a lever to pressure the 
debtor by threatening to sue 
them. 



Technical skills project hosts 
productive sector forum 


Hisham Tell 

He said legislation in other 
Arab countries penalties are 
also imposed on those who 
accept such checques know- 
ing the signator is unable to 
honor his debt. . . 

' Commenting on the prp-^ 
•posed amendment, ' econd 5 * 
mist Fahed Fanek said that 
the courts have been flooded 
with cases. involving 
bounced cheques. 

Last year 430,000 such 
cheques were brought to 
court worth JD 372 million, 
according to Dr. Fanek. He 
said that since the start of 
year bounced cheques were 
reported to run an average of 
38,000 cheques worth JD 38 
million each month. Dr. 
Fanek said that he did not 
believe the situation reflect- 
ed an economic recession in 
tbe country because this 
phenomenon has been tbe 
case over the past decades, 
but added that die rate 
increased markedly in 1994. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Eco- 
nomic Development through 
Technical Skills (EDTS) 
Project, whose offices were 
officially opened earlier this 
month by Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Sarvath, Sun- 
day sponsored the initial 
consultation, “Building 
Bridges for the Future” 
between senior personnel of 
the Ministry of Higher Edu- 
cation and members of tbe 
Jordanian productive sector 
at the InterContinental Hotel 
in Amman , according to an 
EDTS statement. 

At the forum, senior repre- 
sentatives of Jordanian 
induspty and technical and 
Vocational education and 
training (TVETVinet to dis- 
cuss the current status of the 
two courses selected as 
pilots for a new and innova- 
tive model of TVET at the 
community college level 
and to plan for future collab- 
oration in programme 
design and implementation. 

The forum, co-chaired by 
Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Higher Educa- 
tion Ahmad Husban and 
Zaki Ayoubi, chairman of 
the Chamber of Industry’s 
Sectorial Committee for 
Wood Industries and mem- 
ber of the Sectoral Commit- 
tee for Trade preparing for 
the Amman Economic Sum- 
mit, was tbe first in a series 
of such meetiugs intended to 


encourage the active 
involvement of the produc- 
tive sector in the design and 
delivery of the pilot commu- 
nity college programmes 
included in the EDTS Pro- 
ject, the statement said 

The EDTS Project is a 
four-year (Canadian) $6 mil- 
lion government of Canada 
government of Jordan part- 
nership funded through the 
Canadian International 
Development Agency 
(CIDA) and managed by the 
Association of Canadian 
Community Colleges 
(ACCC) intended to 
strengthen tbe quality of 
technical education offered 
in community colleges hnd 
die Vocational Training Cor- 
poration (VTC). 

EDTS Project Director 
Nancy Geoige explained 
that in the Canadian model, 
community colleges have 
curriculum advisory com- 
mittees for virtually all pro- 
grammes which ensure that 
the prospective employers 
of the college graduates are 
actively involved in keeping 
programmes offered rele- 
vant and up-to-date. 

One important component 
of tbe EDTS Project, 
according to Dr. George, is 
to twin the two pilot Jordan- 
ian programmes with similar 
programmes in two Canadi- 
an community colleges to 
determine whether the 


Canadian model can benefit 
the TVET system in Jordan. 

As a first step, she said, 
“...the Productive Sector 
Forum offered companies 
who are prospective 
employers of the graduates 
of the two pilot programmes 
an opportunity to share their 
ideas with the educational 
establishment in the Min- 
istry of Higher Education. It 
is critical that educators see 
themselves as the supply 
side of a supply/demand 
dynamic and begin to build a 
constructive ongoing dia- 
logue with their clientele.” 

Thirty-five companies 
from the private and public 
sectors were invited to par- 
ticipate in the forum, the 
statement said 

Tbe EDTS Project is 
housed at the National Cen- 
tre for Human Resources 
Development (NCHRD), 
which has been charged with 
overseeing the restructuring 
of the entire TVET system 
in Jordan. 

During the EDTS Project, 
more than 40 advisers from 
the Canadian community 
college system will assist 
Jordanian TVET institutions 
with planning, policy formu- 
lation, curriculum develop- 
ment and management to 
strengthen the design and 
delivery of TVET, the state- 
ment said. 


Rawabdeh attends graduation of VTC trainees 

Much work lies ahead to cut unemployment , says minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minster and Minister 
of Education Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh Sunday attended 
the graduation of three 
groups of trainees from cen- 
tres run by the Vocational 
Training Corporation 
(VTC) .and said Jordan was 
willing to offer its experi- 
ence in vocational training 
to other Arab states. 

Tbe Ministry' of Education 
is supporting vocational as 
well as academic training 
and is trying to upgrade 
training courses and transfer 
modem technology to Jor- 
dan in order to meet tbe 
requirements of the 21st cen- 
tury, said Mr. Rawabdeh' in 
an address at tbe graduation 
ceremony. 

Nine trainees from Oman, 
four from Jordan and 14 
from Yemen graduated after 
completing eight-month 
courses and received their 
diplomas from the minister. , 
Praising the VTC for its 
efforts to train young men 
and women in useful 
trades, the minister said that 
the VTC courses help the 
young find jobs in the local 
labour market . 

But the minister added that 
the VTC has a long way to 
go to help end the unem- 
ployment problem in Jordan; 


and for that purpose, he said, 
the VTC should take steps to 
cancel those streams for 
which there is no longer 
need in the local labour mar- 
ket 

The Ministry of Education 
has begun unifying the acad- 
emic and the vocational 
training disciplines in the 
comprehensive secondary 
education system, which 
means that after completing 
high school a vocational 
training student can pursue 
higher studies at the univer- 
sity. level, Mr. Rawabdeh 
explained. But this system 
is expected to be put into 
force at the start of the 1997 
school year, Mr. Rawabdeh 
added. 

Addressing the ceremony 
as well was VTC Director 
General Ali Nasrallah, who 
outlined the nature of voca- 
tional training, noting that 
the VTC expects to receive 
Sudanese trainees as well as 
candidates from other Arab 
countries before the end of 
1995. 

Since its establishment in 
1972, the VTC bas been able 
to establish 32 centres in . 
diffferent govemorates, pro- 
viding on-the-job training to 
most of. the 100,000 gradu- 
ates thus far in cooperation 
with more than 4,000 Jor- 
danian businesses and facto- 



Deputy Prime Minster and Minister of Education Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh Sunday dis- 
tributes a certificate to one of the graduates of a ^rational Training Corporation 
course (Petra photo) ' 


nes. the corporation was c 

Noting that the VTC is ally upgrading its fi 
cooperating with vocational and providing higbe 
institutions in France, Cana- ing for its instructors 
da, Korea, Switzerland and 
Japan, Dr Nasrallah said that Present at the gra 


the corporation was continu- ceremony was Minister of 
ally upgrading its facilities Labour Nader Abul Sbaar as 


and providing higher train- well as the charge d'affaires 
ing for its instructors at the Omani embassy in 

Jordan and relatives of the 
Present at the graduation graduates . 
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Sri Lanka prepares for 
fresh bid to end ethnic war 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
Sri Lanka is on the verge of 
unveiling a political package 
aimed at ending its ethnic 
bloodletting and will appoint 
an interim administration in 
troubled regions within a 
week, official sources said 
Sunday. 

The government of Presi- 
dent Chandrika Kumaratun- 
ga is expected to announce 
this week proposals to re- 
solve the drawn out ethnic 
conflict which has claimed 
over 50.000 fives in the past 
23 years, the sources said. 

“The government wants to 
first appraise all political par- 
ties during the week and then 
have an interim council 
established before the month 
is out." a Tamil legislator 
said after a series of talks 
with government ministers. 

The government was offer- 
ing “very extensive devolu-. 
tion" of power to minority 
Tamils in exchange for ethnic 
peace in this majority Sinhala 
nation of 17.5 million people, 
the sources said. 

They said the proposals 
were most likely to call for an 
Indian-model' constitution 
where the unitary character 
would be retained while 
granting greater autonomy to 
smaller units. 


The long-awaited political 
bid follows a. major military 
campaign against the rebel 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) in the north- 
ern Jaffna peninsula where 
they already maintain a de 
facto separate Tamil state. 

Tamil sources say the gov- 
ernment hoped to politically 
marginalise the Tamil Tigers 
by offering political conces- 
sions to moderates who have 
agreed to accept the unitary 
character of this small Indian 
Ocean republic. 

The government first 
offered to discuss political 
moves with the Tigers but the 
group refused to even look at 
them before winning econo- 
mic concessions in areas 
under their control. 

Justice Minister G.L. 
Peiris told reporters here re- 
cently that the government 
had no intention of Talking to 
the Tamil Tigers again. The 
current military drive was 
aimed at “ libera ting" Tamils 
from the LTTE." Mr. Peiris 
said. 

The LTTE resumed its 
campaign for a separate state 
called Eelam on April 19 
after ending six months of 
talks with Mrs. Kumaratun- 
ea’s administration which 


came to power in august 
promising an end to the 
bloodshed. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga. a 
member of the majority 
Sinhala community, is now 
expected to address the na- 
tion later this week on her 
proposals that would allow 
minority Tamils a greater say 
in the administration of their 
own affairs. 

Official sources said Mrs. 
Kumaratunga was keen to set 
up an interim administrative 
mechanism for the embattled 
northern and eastern regions 
pending elections in the 
strife-tom region. 

“There are areas in the 
Northeast brought under 
military control. It is possible 
to revive the dvil administra- 
tion in those places and for 
that a political body is neces- 
sary.” a government source 
said. 

Similar bids to resolve the 
conflict ended in -failure and 
led t o mo re bloodshed with 
the LTfE calling the shots in 
the northern ana eastern re- 
gions. particularly in the Jaff- 
na peninsula where most of 
the Tamils are concentrated. 

Tamil sources who did not 
want to be named said they 
were sounded out by the gov- 


ig* Over 100 

e war ^ ear . ed 

eminent last week to win Cl® 3- Cl 111 
their support for the prop- T> 1 * 4- 
osedpolitical package which is 3.1C1 S 1 3.H 

in line with sweeping consti- 
tutional reforms. fl c 

To introduce the Tamil 
package as well as constitu- 
tional reforms the govern- 
ment needs a two thirds sup- ISLAMABAD (AFP] 
port in the national parlia- More than UK) people 1 
ment and also approval at a feared dead as floods ca 
nation-wide referendum. by heavy rains washed < 

7 ■ Which has p akisun - s !i„ d provi 

police and official-, said 
win the support of the main j 

Police officia,!> said ■ 

wit?rlL rartotopPa 6 #! lhan 5(X) people were mil 

with the package and Mims- several hundred vill 

sho^fha? inundated 'followin 

axemen, ** MSHiit rain lale Satard. 

Sundlvtio miles (Wk'iulmeu “s)‘r 

SEME? «« PO" «■* of Kar 

slipping but that she still en- At least 10 people 
joyed'the people's confidence one . family drowned * 
over her handling of the foeir boat capsized in 
bloody 12-year conflict with Indus River near Sukkur 
Tamil separatists. in upper Sind. The family 




Thirty-two per cent of 
those auestioned were not 
satisfied with her overall per- 
formance compared to just 19 
per cent in March, according 
to a survey conducted last 
month by Research Interna- 
tional and the U.S.-based 
Mitofsky International. 


14 people killed in Burundi violence China 

BUJUMBURA (R) — Four- report Saturday. Four were apparently a reprisal for an r’jlcjCt'C 
teen people were killed in students, two were campus attack by Tutsi s last month in viwoi-vj 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
More than UK) people were 
feared dead as floods caused 
by heavy rains washed away 
several villages in southern 
Pakistan's Sind province, 
police and officials said Sun- 
day. 

Police officials said more 
than 5<X) people were missing 
as several hundred villages 
were inundated following in- 
cessant rain lute Saturday in- 
Dadu district, about 300 
miles (480 kilometres) north 
of the port city of Karachi. 

At least 10 people from 
one family drowned when 
their boat capsized in rhe 
Indus River near Sukkur City 
in upper Sind. The family was 
on its way to attend a "wed- 
ding ceremony. 

Officials told AFP by tele- 
phone that over I IX) square 
kilometres was submerged, 
creating an emergency situa- 
tion. 

Water in some areas was 
flowing as high as 12 feet 
(four metres), the highest 
level since 1942. an official 
said. 

Newspapers said some 
5 0.00(1 people were 



A man takes out his bed as flood water surrounds several 
houses in an area of Abdullah Goth at the border of Sind 
and Balouchistan province. Hundreds of people have been 
shifted to other areas of the city as heavy monsoon rains 
flood areas and disturb normal life (AFP photo) 

marooned and more than 3(K1 Troops rushejJ to the area, 
villages inundated as flood along with motor boats for 
protective embankments rescue work, the sources 

breached at several places. s <*id. 


two separate violent incidents 
in Burundi, including an 
attack on students at a uni- 
versity in the capital Bujum- 
bura. state radio reported. 

Eight people were killed in 
the raid on Kirin University 
campus, the radio said in a 


staff, and two were attackers 
killed by. security forces. 
Three students were wound- 
ed. 

University sources said the 
attackers were Hutu guerril- 
las and the dead students 
were Tutsi 6. The attack was 


which 15 Hutu students were 
killed. 

In a separate incident, six 
members of the same family 
were killed when they were 
attacked in Bwiza village, 
near the capital, the radio 
reported. 


Rain disrupts Bangladesh flood relief 


Heseltine goes under the microscope 


LONDON (R) — Who is his ambition to be prime 
running Britain? Is it Prime minister, was rewarded for 
Minister John Major or his his conspicuous loyalty in 
number two. Michael Hesel- urging his supporters to vote 
tine? for Mr. Major in his success- 

The country’s “Kremlino- ful defence of the leadership 
logjsts” have had a field day of the ruling Conservatives 
trying to answer that question against right-winger John 
since Mr. Major gave Mr. Hesel- Redwood, 
tine the grand title of deputy Mr. Heseltine, whose lead- 
prime minister and first ership challenge brought 
secretary of state in a cabinet down ex-Prime Minister Mar- 
reShuffle earlier this month, garet Thatcher in 1990. was 
Revelations that Mr. thought likely to enter the 
Heseltine s new office is race if Mr. Major had failed 
twice as big as Mr. Major's to win clearly in the first 
and that he has a key to the ballot on July 4 of the lead- 
back door of the prime minis- ership challenge he had cal 
ler's residence at 10 Downing led himself. 


Street have set tongues wag- 
ging in Whitehall. 

Mr. Heseltine's suite of 
■offices, which backs onto No. 
10, was swiftly dubbed 10A 
Downing Street. 

The Sun newspaper said 
Mr. Heseltine had vowed to 
take control of Britain by 
Christmas. 

“Friends say he has set 
himself a six-month timetable 
to become effective prime 
minister — leaving John Ma- 
jor as a figure head." the pap- 
er said. 


Malcolm Bruce of the 
minority Liberal Democrats 
said the favours bestowed on 
Mr. Heseltine. who has 1.000 
civil servants under his con- 
trol. showed the enormous 
price Mr. Major had had to 
pay to keep his job. 

“Mr. Heseltine now has an 
office as large as his own 
ego." Mr. Bruce said. “At 
this rate Mr. Major will be in 
the broom cupboard on the 
outer extremes of Whitehall 
within months." 

It was Mr. Bruce's par- 
liamentary questions that eli- 


Mr. Major said he wanted cited the stunning informa- 
the charismatic Heseltine to tion that Mr. Heseltine had 
improve the coordination and had 10 telephones and seven 
presentation of the govern- computers installed in his 
ment's policies in the run-up office (size: 872 square feet 
to the next general election, against Mr. Major's 370). 
due by May 1997. He had also spent £75 

But the lingering suspicion (S120) on stationery. “Tax- 
is that Mr. Heseltine. who payers will be furious at hav- 
has never made any secret of ing to pay for two prime 


ministers.'' Mr. Bruce thun- 
dered. 

Heseltine. who has a new 
press nickname to go with the 
job — “Lion King’ v instead of 
"Tarzan" — - has by all 
accounts wasted no time 
throwing his weight around. 

Newspaper said Home 
Sfetrfetary flrfterior Miriifjer) 
Michael Hbtfrard thrddfehetf 
to resign'&fteff.Mr. Heseltine. 
given the "'frfeedom to roaiti 
across government depart- 
ments. invaded his territory. 

And this week Mr. Major 
named Mr. Heseltine to head 
a powerful new cabinet com- 
mittee to oversee Britain's 
industrial and competitive- 
ness policies, giving him the 
scope to exert influence over 
many parts of the govern- 
ment machine. 

But if the Lion King has 
really become the power be- 
hind the throne, why. his 
detractors wanted to know, 
was he in charge of fewer 
cabinet committees than Mr. 
Major or even behind-the- 
scenes minister Tony New- 
ton. the leader of the House 
of Commons? 

"There are no winners and 
no losers." said a spokesman 
at Downing Street — No. 10. 
that is. not No. 10A. 

But that is unlikely to stop 
the speculation and the gos- 
sip as pundits look for ways 
to fill the political news 
vacuum until parliament re- 
turns in October from its long 
summer holidavs. 


Amnesty slams Kenya as donors meet 


PARIS (R) — Amnesty In- however does not stand up to 
ternational accused Kenya c ^ ose scrutiny. 

Monday of repeatedlv violat- “1° reality, human rights 


Monday of repeatedly violat- reality, 

ing human rights, especially activists, government critics 
those of women. ’ and others are intimidated 

It accused Kenyan police harassed." 

of frequently using torture to ^ singled ou 
obtain confessions and said w ? s . fo e persecu 
rape by members of the critics of the go 
security forces was wide- women relative 

spread.' tical of authori 

' Amnesty’s allegations were women were r< 

published as a World Bank tortured by s< 
donor meeting prepared to personnel, 
start in Paris and after It gave exam* 
another human rights group purportedly ra{ 
urged donors to link all fti- °* securit 

luire non-humanitarian aid to sa,d . authorities 


It singled out what it said 
was the persecution of female 
critics of the government and 
women relatives of men cri- 
tical of authorities, alleging 
women were terrorised and 
tortured by security force 
personnel. 

It gave examples of women 
purportedly raped by mem- 
bers of security forces and 
said authorities- failed to in- 


Kenya to improvements in its vestigate or did not investi- 
rights record. S ate fuHy- 


Officials in Nairobi de- 
clined comment on the 
Amnesty report, saying they 
had not seen il. 

Kenyan President Daniel 
A rap Moi has in the past 
condemned Amnesty for 
what he says is irs completely 
unwarranted criticism of his 
countn's human rights re- 

“Tfe , seeking ro deflect cri- 
ticism, he said Saturday he 
would set up a national com- 
mittee for human rights. 

The amnesty report said 
Kenya allowed a certain level 
of freedom of speech to 
opposition parties and toler- 
ated independent and opposi- 
tion newspapers. 

But it added: "This image 


gate fully. 

The report called on Kenya 
to take effective steps to pre- 
vent rape, sexual abuse and 


man Rights Watch Africa 
urged donors Monday to link 
future non-humanitarian aid 
to improvements in Kenya's 
human rights record which 
has deteriorated since their 
last Paris meeting. 

Mr. Arap Moi's move was 
unlikely to impress aid givers, 
well aware of Kenya's short- 
coming since pledging $800 
million in aid last December 
and welcoming positive hu- 
man rights developments. 

“In Sweden's view the 
meeting is a kind of stock- 
taking. Optimism in Decem- 
ber was high but donors have 
noted some backsliding." 
Swedish Charge d'affaires 
Anders Karls son told Reu- 
ters. 

"It is a stock-taking to give 


torture, specifically asking the basis for decisions to be 
that female guards should be made next December," he 


present when -women were 
interrogated. 

On Sunday, the Human 
Rights Watch group said Mr. 
Arap Moi apparently saw aid 
pledges at another donors' 
meeting in December made 
without strong human rights 
conditions as tacit consent to 
revert to repressive practices. 

Kenya’s donors, under 


added. 

Their concerns include 
stamping out widespread cor- 
ruption, harassment of the 
opposition, the press and 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions and the need for dvil 
service and constitutional re- 
form. 

They also stress Kenya 
needs dialogue between the 


pressure from human rights government and opposition, 
groups, meet in Paris Mon- an acceleration of privatisa- 


day to press President Arap 
Moi's government to clean up 
its act. 

The New York-based Hu- 


tion of state-owned com- 
panies and an end to govern- 
ment control of electronic 
media.. 


Taiwan x\aui UMI J^augiauvou 

DHAKA (R) — Fresh rains pie in 38 districts, they said. 
f^f =k TYt’ hit Bangladesh Sunday, dis- More than 70 of the total 

LJA CdAAACAA v mp ting relief operations in have died from diarrhoea 

L many flooded districts across contracted from polluted 

BEIJING (R) — China Sun- the country while djsease flood waters. ■ 

day accused President Lee continued to spread as people On the mainland, rain and 
Teng-Hui of rival Taiwan of returned home where waters wind whipped up flooded riv- 

p lotting to declare the island had receded. officials said. ers, preventing relief supplies 
an independent nation and of Th« floods « triggered by ■ from being sent to stricken 
revealing his plans during a «“* and water sweeping in areas, 
private visit to the United fr° m India early this month. . Officials also said a surge 
States last month. have killed at least 215 peo- of water set off by the fresh 

Mr. Lee's U.S. trip has m . _ 

s!m>u!s. ^relations "a TaiWMi: Chllia liaS begUll 

JAIJEI W — Taiwan said on Friday and two on Satur- 
missile tests just north of Sunday that China has begun day. We will continue to keep 
Taiwan in.an apparent direct . fi " n S ["jssiles **?» an area on high alert for any further 
militafv threat to the : ?*>° r 85 mtifes^noith of the gffnftttfr the official said by 

riTThe: P.2 billion - Chinese • Had Completely tiussed its ’ : He added that one of the 
people have long made-up target. missiles had completely mis- 


ple in 38 districts, they said. 
More than 70 of the total 
have died from diarrhoea 
contracted from polluted 
flood waters. 

On the mainland, rain and 
wind whipped up flooded riv- 
ers, preventing relief supplies 
from being sent to stricken 
areas. 

. Officials also said a surge 
of water set off by the fresh 


rains inundated areas in Char 
Fasion and several islands of 
the coastal district of Bhola. 

“We are facing rough 
weather which makes normal 
relief operations impossible," 
said an official in the north- 
ern district of Sirajganj. 

Meanwhile, a battle to save 
the Chandpur River Port in 
the country’s southeast re- 
sumed Sunday, officials said. 


Taiwan: China has begun missile tests 


ft 7-The: p.2 billion-- Chinese 
people have long made-up 
their minds never to allow the 


had Completely bussed its 
target. 


plot of 'the independence of 
Taiwan* in any form to suc- 
ceed." China's official. 
Xinhua News Agency said in 
a commentary Sunday. • 

“Should Lee Teng-Hui 
continue to go down along 
that dangerous road inde- 
fiance of the will of the peo- 
ple. he would certainly he 
utterly discredited and stand 
condemned by the Chinese 
nation through the ages." 
Xinhua said. 

It accused Mr. Lee of bet- 
raying his early membership 
of the Communist Party and 
later its rival, the Nationalist 
Party, which he now heads in 
Taiwan. . and of secretly 
promoting independence for 
the island. 

Both Beijing's Communist 


A Defence Ministry official 
said the tests were part of a 
military exercise called “blue 
Whale Five" which started on 
China's east coast in late June 
and may continue until Au- 
gust or September. 

He said China may also be 
moving an unspecified num- 
ber of Jian-8 warplanes into 
east coast airports, adding to 
what is already perceived as a 
direct military threat toward 
this island 137 miles off Chi- 
na's southeast coast. 

"We have spotted four 
missiles fired bv China, two 


sed il target area but did not 
say where it had landed;. Two 
others landed on the target 
area's southern edge. 

State television 'said the 
missiles were launched from 
a town called Leping in the 
southern Chinese province of 
Jiangxi and flew in a south 
easterly direction for more 
than 300 miles (480 
kilometres) to the target 
area. 

The military official did not 
deny the television report, 
which if accurate, makes it 
clear that China could strike 
Taiwan from bases in its in- 


terior. 

China, which has viewed 
Taiwan as a renegade pro- 
vince since a dvil war in 1 9.4 9., 
vows to use force against it if 
it declares formal independ T 
ence. 

In another sign of escalat- 
ing hostility, the local China 
Times Express quoted 
Taiwan merchants as saying 
China now requires them to 
produce “export permits" be- 
fore they may ship goods out 
of the country. . 

The measure was imposed 
recently without any prior 
notice, and has caused 
Taiwanese .investors heavy 
financial losses, the newspap- 
er said. It did not specify the 
losses. 

Taiwan so far has reacted 
defiantly toward China's 
tests. 


China quake kills 13, injures 52 


BEIJING (R) — An earth- 
quake in China's northwest- 


rulers and tfie Nationalist . em Gansu province has killed 

Party m Taiwan advocate 13 people, injures 52 and 

reunification of ihe island toppled more than 4.500 

with mainland China, bur dif- houses, local officials said 

ter over how to achieve their Sunday, 
end. _ ’ 


Beijing has regarded 
Taiwan as a rebel province 
since the nationalists fled 
there after losing the civil war 
in 1949. 

“Lee Teng-Hui has. over 
the past sears, cast off his 
disguise of advocating one 
China' and thus revealed his 
true features as one splitting 
rhe motherland." Xinhua 
said. 


toppled more than 4.500 
houses, local officials said 
Sunday. 

The tremor measuring 5.8 
on rhe open-ended Richter 
Scale rocked Yonghcng 
county, about 90 kilometres 
north of the provincial capit- 
al. Lanzhou, on Saturday 
morning. 

At least 13 people were 
killed and 52 injured, an offi- 
cial of the Seismological 
Bureau in Lanzhou said by 
telephone. 

"Most of the casualties 


were caused when houses col- 
lapsed." the official said. 
“The death toll is unlikely to 
rise much further beca'usc 
most of the rescue work has 
been completed." 

The earthquake toppled 
more than 4.500 houses, 
many of them old and made 
of sun-backed mud. and dam- 
aged 5.CHXI others, he said. 

More than 5.000 people 
were made homeless hy the 
earthquake and traffic' was 
suspended in some areas. 

The official said tents were 
being set up fur the homeless 
in the area, which is an earth- 
•quukc zone. 

A total of 62 aftershocks 
were recorded, the' lareest 


measuring 3.1 on the Richter 
Scale, by Sunday morning, 
the state Sci'mological 
Bureau said. 

"This was an average-sized 
earthquake for this area, 
although we do not have 
many that are this biz." the 
official said. 

An earthquake that jolted 
southwestern China along the 
border with Burma this 
month killed 11 people, in- 
jured 5 36 and affected 
bfl0.000 people. 

The earthquake measuring 
7.3 on the Richter Scale was 
followed by nearly 20f> after- 
shocks and caused damage 
estimated at 3»l million vuan 
(S3ft million). 


Susan Smith found guilty of killing her sons 


UNION, S.C. (R) — Susan 
Smith was found guilty of two 
counts of first-degree murder 
for killing her two young sons 
after just two-and-a-half 
hours of deliberation by a 
South Carolina jliiy. 

Ms. Smith, wearing a black 
jacket and green skirt, began 
shaking and needed support 
from her attorneys as she 
stood to hear the jury’s ver- 


Circuit Judge William Ho- 
ward told the jury of nine 
men and three women to 
meet Monday for the trial's 
penalty phase. 

Under South Carolina law, 
the jury must wait 24 hours 
before deciding the punish- 
ment for murder convictions, 
which in Ms. Smith's case 
could be either life in prison 
or death by electrocution. 


diet — which could send her 'Judges must abide by the 


to the electric chair. 

But defence atrorney 
David Bruck said afterwards 
that the 23-year-oid mother 
■whose story shocked the 
country had been prepared 
for the guilty verdict. 

“She expected this. I ex- 
pected this,” Mr. Bruck said. 
“Susan has been willing to 
plead guilty for months so 
this is exactly what we ex- 
pected to happen." 

He said tne verdict was 
hard for her mother and 
brother and that Ms. Smith 
was trying to comfort her 
family. 


was the latest step in a story 
of murder, deceit and 
tragedy. 

Following the boys' dis- 
appearance on Oct. 25 . Ms. 
Smith, who is white, sparked 
an outpouring of sympathy 
through an elaborate hoax in 
which she claimed a black 
man “with bad body odor" 
had hijacked her car and 
■abducted her children. 

But even as her icnry pleas 
for the boys' return were 
carried over the national 
media, investigators were 
picking apart the stoty. Nine 
days later, she admitted to 
letting her car roll into John 
D, Long Lake with her sons 
still strapped into their 
carscats in back. 

. In deciding to convict her 
for first-degree murder, the 
jury rejected the option of 


jury's decision. for the boys return were heavy drinking. 

Brack would not- comment carried over the national Q . 

on any specify mitigating evi- media, investigators were d j° . lht mur “ 

dence the defence would use picking apart the story. Nine h “ ar ™ , h « r foen- 

Monday. : days later, she admitted to fl [ Smuh was ab “ 

The prosecution said it letting her car roll into John ? sexual en- 

would continue pushing for D. Long Lake with her sons texti ] raa ~„J? ry L F i ml,a >’' a 

Ms. Smith's execution. still strapped into their k<S Sdftfil? ft 0 her 

“We look forward to the carscats in back. S * To i n Find - 

next stage “ prosecutor Tom- . In deciding to convict her • £ nom sfte ws * also dat- 

my Pope told reporters, for first-degree murder, the *’ 

adding tne prosecution would jury rejected the option of Ms. Smith was also sexual- 
present evidence not admit- finding Ms. Smith guilty of ly involved with her sten- 
ted earlier, including grue* involunian manslaughter, a father, Beverly Russel, a 

some auiopsy photos of the lesser charge carrying a max- stockbroker and prominent 

bodies of Michael. 3. and 1 imum penalty of five years in Republican activist in the 

Alex, 14- months. prison for each conviction. Christian Coalition, a con- 

Saturday's jury decision The prosecution argued servative political group 


Ms. Smith was a killer who 
murdered her children to 
save a love affair with a weal- 
thy bachelor. 

"Hie defence said that the 
incident was actually a botch- 
ed suicide attempt by a 
woman bartered by life 

During the 12-day trial, 
details of Ms. Smith's 
trauma-filled past emerged to 
reveal ongoing depression, 
fear of abandonment and 
heavy dnnking. 

On the night of the mur- 

feared her ihen- 
husband David Smith was ab- 
out to reveal her sexual en- 
counters with Cary Findlay, a 
textiles magnate who was her 
boss and father of Tom Find- 
lay, whom she was also dat- 
ing. 

i Ms- Smith was also sexual- 
ly involved with k— 


Trump marriage 

is over, but the 
war goes on - r* 

NE W YORK CAP) — More 
ton three yean after their 
often-tumultuous marriage 
ended in divorce, Donald 
Trump and ex-wife Ivana are 
still at it. “You certainly 
should be ashamed of your- 
self.” Trump wrote in a 
blistering three-page letter he 
sent, upset by a newspaper 
article about his ex-wifcs 

purchase of a new yacht. The 

letter attacked Ivana, her 
publicist, her attorneys and - 
her unspecified next spouse. 
••While it is always interesting 
to read that you ‘don’t need _ 
Donal Trump's money, you 
and your third-rate lawyers 
certainly went after it (if you 
don't need it, why don’t give 
it back),*' continued Mr. 
Trump, the New York-based 
real estate developer known 
for naming his business ven- 
tures after himself. The cou- 
ple wjio divorced in March 
1992. had recently reunited 
for pizza commercial pok- 
ing fun at their split. A New 
York Post story headlined 
"Ivana has last laugh” started 
the fight. The story said that 
while Ivana was now the 
owner of a S8 million yacht, 
Donald was landlocked after 
■ selling of his Trump Princess. 
Tramp charged that Ivana 
lied about the cost of the 
boat, doubling its $4 million 
price tag for publicity. “I an#’ 
not particularly happy seeing; 

• you blow money on boats, 
town houses, etc.,” Trump 
wrote. “This money was- 
given to you for your protec- 
tion and so that it may some r 
day go to the children. “I 
sure as hell did not give it to 
you so that it goes to your 
next husband — whomever 
that may be.” Ivana’s spokes- 
woman, Catherine Saxton, 
said her response was “one of 
shock" after hearing of Mr. 
Tramp’s tirade. 

Imran Khan 
returns home 
with wife 

LAHORE, Pakistan (AFP) 

— Former Pakistani cricket 
hero and his British wife. 
Jemima arrived here Satur- 
day to stan a new life together 
in a conservative Asian 
- environment far from Lon-; 
don high life. Khan, 42, and 
his 21 -year-old spouse,- 1 
daughter of Anglo-French ty- 
coon James Goldsmith, flew - 
in from Saudj Arabia after a 
pilgrimage to Islam's holiest 
shnne at Mecca. Jemima, 
who converted to Islam be-. 

. fore the marriage, is expected 
to be in the spotlight here as 
she learns to adapt to her new 
social milieu. Mr. Khan: 
emerged from Lahore AitV 
port through the ordinary: 
passenger 'exit but Jemima 
used the VIP channel from 
where she was whisked away 
in a limousine, witnesses* 
said. An unexpectedly small 
crowd of about 400 went to 
the airport to welcome the 
couple. Many expressed dis- 
appointment at not seeing 
Jemima with her husband. 
Arrangements had been, 
made in advance to drive 
Jemima home separately as &- 
big crowd had been expected 
at the airport in this city of six 
million people, family 
sources said. A few welcomes 
shouted slogans hailing Im- 
ran Khan as future prime, 
minister of Pakistan. The. 
country's former cricket cap-' 
tain and leading all-rounder 
has repeatedly denied any- 
intention of plunging into 
Pakistani politics which he 
has described as riven with 
corruption. But he has 
pledged to continue his social. . 
work. • \ 

Doctor who cut 
off toe without .# 

consent loses 
licence 

Farida 

(At-p) — a doctor who 
amputated a toe without con- 
sent five months after ht 
removed the wrong leg of- 
another patient has had his^ 
“® nce suspended. Florida^ 

authorities 
raierf t hat Dr . Rolando San : .’ 

__ j P^sents an immediate! 

£2u? no f* dan 8 er to the-; 

the Welfarc oT 
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trarion*! 63 1 j Care Adminis -- 

day Dr 0rdcr Fril - 
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A unidentified man cries after the fire burned down his home as a large forest fire rased unabated north of Athens, 
destroying homes and other buildings (AFP photo) 

Greece ‘optimistic’ on beating massive forest fire 


'ATHENS (AFP) — A mas- 
sive forest fire described by 
jWime Minister Andreas 
Kapandreou as a "biblical 
latastrophe" raging north- 
east of Athens could be 
under control by evening, 
tireek officials said Sunday. 

But the blaze, which has 
lasted three days, has des- 
troyed one of the last green 
‘spaces near Athens — 
already the most polluted 
capital in Europe. 

Defence Minister Nikos 
Kouris said the fire had laid 
waste to some 6.000 hectares 
( 14.820 acres) of pine forest. 

He added: "A third of the 
forests will have to be 
cleared.” 

The area is considered 


Athens' “last green lung" in a 
capital considerd the' most 
polluted in Europe. Mr. 
Papandreou said the area 
would be reforested. 

Officials said the Fire bo 
longer represented a threat to 
inhabited areas, although 
firefighters warned that the 
situation remained unstable 
and could deteriorate in the 
event of a change in . wind 
strength or direction. 

But later the authorities 
overseeing the firefighting 
operation said they hoped 
firefighters would soon con- 
tain the fire. 

Agriculture Minister 
Georges Moraitis told jour- 
nalists: “We can be optimistic 
because we are confronted 


with only a single front." 

And fie said first official 
figures on the property dam- 
age from the fire suggested it 
was less than originally 
feared. 

Earlier repong suggested 
hundreds of homes and pub- 
lic buildings had been dam- 
aged by (he fire. In fact, said 
Mr. Moraitis. around 45 
buildings were damaged. 

Flames formed a broken 
ring over a front 20 
kilometres in length, not far 
from the other Athens sub- 
urbs of Ekali et Drossia. 

All 1. 500 available firefigh- 
ters were called out to tackle 
the fire. 

At one point Saturday Mr. 
Papandreou described the 


fire as a ‘'biblical catas- 
trophe." after emerging from 
an emergency cabinet meet- 
ing. 

The high winds eased Sun- 
day to around force five on 
the Beaufort Scale, helping 
the firefighters in their task'. 

•They were also supported 
by six Greek airplanes, an 
Italian Canadair and a 
French Eokkcr which drop- 
ped water on the fire, in their 
battle against the fire. 

Elsewhere in Greece, a 
second place sent from 
France, a reconnaissance air- 
craft. has been sent to a 
second forest fire burning 
fiercely near Aigion. 150 
kilometres west of Athens. 


Secret U.K. Sinn Fein talks enrage Protestants 


BELFAST (R) — Furious 
prorBritish Protestant politi- 
cians pressed Britain Sunday 
to come clean about the 
agenda of a top-secret North- 
ern Ireland meeting last week 
between ministers, and the | 
fRA’ST political wing. -Sinri 
Fein: *j 

. Britain was forced to con- 
firm the ground-breaking 
-private meeting" after Dub- 
lin’s Sunday Tribune news- 
paper reported that Northern 
Ireland Secretary Sir Patrick _ 
Mayhew had met Sinn Fein ‘ 
President Gerry Adams in 
Londonderry Tuesday. 

* The meeting, aimed at eas- 
ing growing tension in the 
British-ruled province’s 11- 
month peace process, ended 
months of deadlock between 
the two sides but fanned Pro- 


testant politicians' suspicions 
of secret deals. 

Confirming the meeting, 
the Northern Ireland office 
said: "The government saw 
this meeting as a constructive 
wtfv ofVestaining its posiriori. 
exploring the position of Sinn 
Fein and seeking to advance 
the (peace) process." 

It said Junior Northern Ire- 
land Minister Michael 
Ancram and Martin McGuin- 
ness. Sinn Fein's chief nego- 
tiator in recent bilateral ex- 
ploratory talks, also took 
part. 

Practically every move that 
pleases Sinn Fein, which 
w'ants nonhern Ireland to be- 
come part of the Irish Repub- 
lic. enrages leaders of the 
province’s Protestant major- 
ity who want no-change to its 


status within the United 
Kingdom. 

it s about time the •(British) 
Northern Ireland Office was 
full and frank with the people 
of Northern Ireland because- 
this sort of behaviour^' 
only going to . create deep 
uncertainty and anxiety in the 
community." said David 
Trimble, a senior parlia- 
mentarian in the dominant 
Ulster Unionist Party. 

"There has to be a full 
statement by the Northern 
. Ireland Office as soon as 
possible." he told Reuters. 

It was Sir Patrick's first 
known meeting in Northern 
Ireland with Mr. Adams 
since the Irish Republican 
Army stopped its 25-year 
fight against British rule last 
September, opting to pursue 


its goal of a reunified Ireland 
through Sinn Fein in -all-party 
talks. 

Their only; other acknow- 
ledged meeting was a brief 
session in Washjpton in May- 
on the "/barging of a.U.S. 
government: conference 
promoting investment in 
post-ceasefire Northern Ire- 
land. 

Sir Patrick's subsequent re- 
fusal to speak to Mr. Adams 
publicly in the province itself 
provoked Sinn Fein claims of 
political discrimination. 

Britain has consistently 
held out against multilateral 
talks until the IRA. and its 
foes in fiercely pro- British 
guerrilla forces, hand over 
massive stockpiles of arma- 
ments to prove their commit- 
ment to long-term peace. 


Typhoon smashes into S. Korea; 40 missing, ship sunk 


SEOUL (AFP) — Typhoon 
Faye smashed onto the south-’ 
em coast of South Korea 
Sunday, sending moun- 
tainous waves smashing into 
ships and port*, uprooting rail 
lines and leaving more than 
41) missing or dead, weather- 
men and reports said. 

■ A 1 .000 tonnes cargo ship, 
the Fairplay. with three Ko- 
reans. wo Indians and three 
Chinese qrewmen on board, 
was reported to have sunk 
near the southern port of 
Yosu — the first hit by Faye 
— after being hurled onto a 
seawall. 

All eight crewmen were 
reported missing. Yonhap 
News Agency said. 

An oil tanker, the 14<).ntH)- 
tonrie Cyprus-registered Sea 
Prince, with 21 crewmen 
jfcourd was also in trouble off 
the coast near Yoso. 

The Sea Prince was car- 


rying 700.000 barrels of oil. 
Yonhap said, adding that the 
Coast Guard had lost radio 
contact with the umker. 

The first victims of Faye, 
the third typhoon of the year, 
were reported from Yosu. 
400 kilometres (240 miles) 
south of Seoul, when a van 
parked on a breakwater 'with 
16 women inside was washed 
away by high waves. 

Several bodies had been 
recovered. KBS Television 
said. 

At least a dozen Korean 
Fishermen were missing after 
several smajl boats dis- 
appeared in boiling seas and in 
winds of up to 154 kilometres 
(96 miles) an hour, off the 
southern coast. KBS and 
MBC TV said. 

Two railway workers trying 
to repair a coastal line tom 
up by the waves, were 


washed into the sea and were 
reported missing. 

In the southeastern port of 
Pusan, hi police officer dis- 
appeared while trying to res- 
cue three fishermen. All four 
were carried away in heavy 
seas, the reports said. 

Television footage showed 
scores of small boats and port 
facilities battered by waves 
smashing over the sea walls, 
cars tha? had been blown off 
roads, roofs whipped off by 
the winds and trees uprooted. 

Yonhap News Agency said 
dozens of small craft were 
sunk, smashed, washed 
ashore or adrift in the raging 
seas. 

The huge waves spawned 
hy Faye crashed into Yosu 
arid other nearby southern 
coastal towns, destroying 
railroads and rice fields. 
Yonhap said. 

Weathermen said the 


typhoon, the third of the 
year, was expected to ram- 
page through the southern 
provinces, before dissipating 
over the Sea of Japan. 

Earlier Sunday the weath- 
ermen had issued typhoon 
warnings in the' country's 
southern and eastern pro- 
vinces. 

Government officials were 
on emergency footing. 

Holiday-makers and some 
bO.nrjO fishing boats ;md fer- 
ries in southern coastal areas 
had taken shelter in safe 
areas before the typhoon hit. 
and residents in low-lying 
areas warned to head for the 
high ground. 

However 1 1 young hikers 
in the mountains behind 
Yosu port were stranded af- 
ter being cut off by flash 
floods triggered by ‘ Fave’s 
torrential 'rains. KBS said. 


Relatives rampage at Seoul store collapse site 


SEOUL IR) — Angry re la- 
* tjves of people still missing 
from last month's Seoul de- 
. panment store collapse have 
rSmpaeed through the capit- 
al's streets, clashing with riot 
police and destroying police 
vehicles, witnesses said Sun-.* 
dpy. 

•They said relatives of I4(J 
people listed as missing from 
tfie June 29 disaster held a 
j2-hour protest that ended 
early Sunday demanding the 
resumption of search opera- 
tions for the remains of vic- 
tims entomhecT in the store’s 
rubble. 

"The protesters dashed wit IT 
riot police when they were 
prevented from staging a sit- 
in at the store site to demand 
ari apology fiom Seoul Mayor 
Cho Soon and the resump- 
tion of search operations. 
*ohev also burned two police 
vehicles- ~ 

•Around midnight the rela- 
tives were stopped from mar- 
ching on a nearby building, 
home to the city's rescue and 


search operations, which was 
being visited hv Mr. Cho. 

The protesters exploded 
papanc and butane gas con- 
tainers when Mr. Cho re- 
fused to meet them and 
hurled water bottles at Mr. 
Cho's car as he left, witnesses 
said. 

Eight policemen were in- 
jured during the protests, a 
Seoul police officer said. 
Their condition was not 
known, he added. 

There were no reports of 
any arrests. 

The weekend protests be- 
gan after the city government 
withdrew most rescue work- 
ers and equipment from the 
store site to focus on remov- 
ing the skeleton of the luxury 
five-storey Sampoon Depart- 
ment Store because of fears 
of further collapse. 

But after the demonstra- 
tions. city authorities bowed 
to the relatives’ request and 
resumed search work Sun- 
day. 

' Although chances of find- 


ing more bodies are very 
scarce, we 'have decided to 
resume the search work in 
earnest." a Seoul city official 
said. The search operation 
had never officially been cal- 
led off. he added. 

An official at the Emergen- 
cy Task Force Office said 
137 people were still classi- 
fied as missing from the col- 
lapse. which .has claimed at 
least 45X lives. 

He said there were still nO 
unidentified bodies included 
both in the death toll and on - 
the missing list. 

Officials were checking 
missing reports after two 
were found to have been false 
and' one was withdrawn. 

Since last Tuesday, rescue 
workers have dug' out 25 
pieces of bone and body parts 
and more than 1.IKHJ items 
helieved to belong . to the 
victims from (i waste dump on 
the outskirts of Seoul where 
tonnes of wreckage from the 
store were dumped. 

The work began after rela- 


tives .feared some of those 
missing might have been 
moved with the rubble. 

Mr. Cho. elected only pwo 
days before the disaster took 
place, has said the city gov- 
ernment will conduct safety 
checks of 220 public build- 
ings. including office build- 
ings. hospitals and hotels that 
are In stories nr higher. 

Seoul prosecutors, blaming 
shoddy uorkmanship for the 
disaster, have charged Lee 
Joon. founder and owner of 
the store, and three other 
executives with criminal 
negligence. 

They have charged three 
former, government otficials 
with taking bribes to turn a 
blind eye on illegal changes 
made to the structure of the 
building. 

They have also said several 
others, including architects 
and construct ion- firm execu- 
tives in charge of design and 
engineering work at the 
store, would face arrest. 


Japan coalition keeps majority 
in low-key upper house polls 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
year-old ruling coalition was 
projected to keep its solid 
majority in upper house elec- 
tions Sunday which also en- 
hanced Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama’s pros- 
pects of keeping his job de- 
spite his own Social Demo- 
cratic Parry's significant los- 
ses. 

NHK. the Japan Broad- 
casting Corporation, said ab- 
out three hours after vote 
counting started that its pro- 
jections showed rhe rhree- 
party coalition was certain to 
win easily enough seats to 
retain a solid majority in the 
252-seat House of Council- 
lors. 

But a record low turnout of 
about 43 -per cent demons- 
trated voter apathy towards 
the unlikely to left-right 
coalition which helped the 
conservative Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) back to 
power in 1993 general elec- 
tions for the more important 
lower house, one year after 
its previous 38-year reign en- 
ded. 

It was the lowest voter 
figure for any national elec- 
tions since World War II and 
a big fall from the previous 


low of 50.7 per cent in the last 
Senate polls in 1992. 

“The outcome of the upper 
house elections will in no way 
lead immediately to a shift in 
government." Social Demo- 
cratic Party Secretary Gener- 
al Wataru Kubo commented 
to reporters as early returns 
.came in. 

Mr. Kubo was one of 
Murayama’s intra-party rivals 
who had said Mr. Muravama 
should resign if his party suf- 
fered a crushing loss in the 
ballot which the premier had 
called as a “vote of confi- 
dence" in his government. 

Observers said a major 
reason for Mr. Murayama’s 
likely survival as premier was 
the continuing inability of the 
LDP. the biggest coalition 
party, to find sufficient 
unanimity among its quarrell- 
ing factions to agree on an 
LDP premier. 

According to NHK projec- 
tions and exit polls, the LDP 
was assured of 43 seats. Mr. 
Murayama’s party secured 1 1 
seats — far below the 22 it 
won in the last upper house 
polls — and Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura's New 
Party Sakieake took two.. 


With the addition of 83 un- 
comested seats the coalition 
already holds, they assure its 
majority. 

The opposition Shinshinto 
(New Frontier Party), a coali- 
tion of LDP defectors and 
centrists, performed well in 
the election by securing 34 
seats in the early stages of 
vote counting. NHK said. 

The three 'parties had 158 
seats in ail before the polls, 
which are held every three 
years for half of the seats of 
the largely ceremonial upper 
house. 

Mr. Muravama's party has 
lost support among SoaaJisr 
faithful by compromising on 
its pacifist creed after team- 
ing up with its longtime foe 
the LDP in June last year. 

Mr. Muravama had earlier 
vowed to win seats as it did 
in the last upper house elec- 
tion. But it later discreetly 
lowered the goal to around 15 
and now appears, to have 
fallen short of that target too. 

“We shall not set a bottom 
line for victory or defeat." 
Mr. Kubo said as his p3rtv 
headed for its poorest ever 
showing in Senate elections. 
Its previous worst result was 
20 seats. 


Shinshinto was founded in 
December by nine parties. Its 
pre-election strength was 35 
seats, a figure that did not 
include the neo-Buddhist 
Komeito (Clean Government 
Party), which remained a 
separate voting bloc with 12 
seats in the upper house, 
despite its membership of the 
opposition alliance. 

But Komeito has been fullv 
integrated into Shinshinto for 
the current elections. 

Foreign Minister and LDP 
President Yohei Kono attri- 
buted Shinshinto’s success to 
the organisational skills of 
Komeito, which is backed by 
the big lay Buddhist organisa- 
tion. Soka Gakkai. 

"The extremely low turn- 
out has proved advantageous 
for a parry with strong orga- 
nisational power." Mr Ko'no 
said. 

Shinshinto officials were 
delighted at the results. 

"These are wonderful re- 
sults because they show Shin- 
shinto is being recognised by 
voters as capable of taking 
over the government in the 
future." said Shinshinto De- 
puty Secretary-General Kozo 
wa tana be. 


SPD chief wants Bonn 
alliance with Greens 


BONN (R) — The leader of 
Germany's opposition Social 
Democrats has for the first 
time explicitly backed the no- 
tion of a national coalition 
government with environ- 
mentalist Greens after the 
country's next general elec-' 
tion. 

Social Democrat (SPD) 
leader Rudolf Scharping told 
the Bild Am Sonntag weekly 
his party could learn from a 
"red-green" coalition gov- 
ernment recently established 
in Germany's most populous 
state. North Rhine- 
WestphaJia. 

“In 1979 we'll be able to 
see that this has potential for 
Germany as 'a whole." Mr. 
Scharping told Bild Am 
Sonntag. » 

I'm quite sure that SPD 
and Greens will together get 
substantially more votes in 


the 1988 general election 
than in 1994. And that will be 
enough for a change of gov- 
ernment." 

During the disarmament 
rallies of the 1980s. when the 
Greens first entered parlia- 
ment bearing pot plants, a 
red-green alliance would 
have been unthinkable for all 
but a radical fringe of the 
SPD. Now the Greens and 
their leaders have changed 
and the SPD's fortunes have 
sunk in 13 years of opposi- 
tion. 

Ax the October 1994 elec- 
tion, which relumed Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl to power 
at the head of a centre-right 
coalition, Mr. Scharping re- 
fused to state a preference for 
either the Greens or the 
liberal Free Democrats 
(FDP), Mr. Kohl's junior 
partners. 


Kidnapped tourists in 
Kashmir remain untraced 


SRINAGAR. India (AFP) 
— Five Western tourists held 
hostage by Muslim guerrillas 
in Kashmir remain untraced 
Sunday, almost 20 days after 
the first of them were kidnap- 
ped to seek the release of 21 
jailed rebels. 

Meanwhile, the AJ Faran 
rebel group which claimed 
responsibility (or the abduc- 
tions. Sunday again accused 
Indian authorities of raiding 
their hide-out and "firing in- 
discriminately." causing in- 
juries to two hostages. 

"On the night of July 20 
Indian troops raided a hide- 
out in Kapran village in 
(northern) Anamnag dis- 
trict." a handwritten 'state- 
ment in Urdu circulated in 
this state summer capital 
said. 

"Two foreigners were in- 
jured in the bloody encounter 
and the condition of one of 
them is serious." it said. "But 


we managed to escape safe- 
ly." 

Indian authorities had ear- 
lier denied the charge saying: 
"There was "no gunbattle 
and nobody had been in- 
jured." 

"There have been no nego- 
tiations with the government 
for the past few' days." the 
statement said, warning India 
of "dire consequences" if the 
A1 Faran demand for the 
release of 21 jailed militants 
was not met. 

"The responsibility and 
-blame will be on Indian 
troops." it said. "If our de- 
mand is rejected, we cannot 
guarantee that rhe foreigners 
will live." 

A massive search opera- 
tion launched by Indian 
troops in rhe woods and 
mountains of Pahalgam dis- 
trict where they were 
abducted has yielded no re- 
sults. ^ 


Poll: Chirac popularity plunges over nuclear tests 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
President Jacques Chirac has 
plunged ID points in his 
popularity rating largely be- 
cause of his decision to re- 
sume nuclear testing in the 
south Pacific, an opinion poll 
said Sunday. . 

Mr. Chirac dropped to 44 
pere cent compared with 54 
per cent a month ago. a poll 
of 1FOP institute for the Sun- 
day newspaper Journal Du 
Dimanche said, with most 
respondents putting nuclear 
rests as motivating their 
change of mind. 

Mr. Chirac, who was in- 
vested president on May 17. 
already dropped five points 
in June. 

The total 15-pointdropina 
little more than two months 
was unprecedented iiuhe his- 
tory of France's Fifth Repub- 
lic. founded in 1958. Jean- 
Luc Parodi. of the National 
Foundation for Political Sci- 
ences and an advisor to 
1FOP. wrote in the newspap- 
er. 

Prime Minister Alain Jup- 
pe also suffered in the poll, 
but less than Mr. Chirac be- 
cause he was less exposed to 
the nuclear test fallout. Mr. 
Parodi said. 

Mr. Juppe dropped four 
points to 51 per cent, the poll 
said. A total of 1.867 people 
was questioned for the poll.' 

Mr. Chirac's decision "set 
off an international wave of 
protest whose size and dura- 
tion he doubtless failed to 
foresee and today he is 
paying the price." Mr. Parodi 
said. 

Some respondents criti- 
cised Mr. Chirac for being "a 
warmonger" or said the test 
resumption was "contrary to 
the. tide of history" and 
others said the money to be 
spent on the testing should go 
to help the homeless, or said 
they feared boycotts would 
hit French exports. 

Others criticised Mr. Chir- 
ac for failing to deliver on his 
principal presidential cam- 
paign theme — the need for 
urgent action to cut unem- 
ployment and fight poverty 
and homelessness. Mr. Paro- 
di said. 

Meanwhile three Green- 
peace protesters, including 
ailing founder Da* Id McTag- 
gart. are now mick aboard 
thier yacht Vega after claim- 
ing to have spent the last two 
weeks hiding in France's 
South Pacific nuclear test 



Spectators watching the friendly soccer match 
Norway vs. France in Oslo hold up placards 
saying “Non” expressing their protest against 


Paris' decision to restart nuclear testing in the 
South Pacific (AFP photo) 


zone. Greenpeace said Sun- 
day. 

Greenpeace had repeated- 
ly claimed the trio. Mr. 
McTaggart. Dutch-New 
Zealander Henk Haazen and 
Australian Chris Robinson, 
had secretly entered the ex- 
clusion zone around Mururoa 
and were hiding cm the atoll. 

But Greenpeace spokes- 
woman Stephanie Mills, who 
returned here Sunday, de- 
clined to say where the trio 
had been hiding. 

She said the Vega, cour- 
rentlv northwest of Mururoa. 
had picked up the three men 
who were tired but well. 

On Saturday the French 
Navy said it had found a 
"missing" Greenpeace 
Zodiac rubber dinghy at sea 
200 kilometres north of 
Mururoa. 

A navy spokesman said it 
appeared the trio had been 
camping on Vanavana Atoll, 
about 12U kilometres from 
Mururoa. A helicopter patrol 
had found food and evidence 
of a camp on the atoll. 

The three activists and a 
Zodiac boat disappeared on 
July 10 when the French 
Navy seized the Rainbow 
Warrior II. which had en- 
tered the 22 kilometre milit- 


ary exclusion zone around 
the Mururoa nuclear test site. 

The day before disappear- 
ing Mr.’ McTaggart had 
appeared on a television in- 
terview here revealing he had 
lung disease emphysema. 

He said he had just made a 
will because the "the odds 
are not very good" on the 
planned Mururoa action. 

Mr. McTaggn told Televi- 
sion New Zealand he planned 
to tunnel into radioactive 
sand and disrupt preparations 
for September's resumption 
of nuclear tests. 

France remained defiantly 
impassive this weekend amid 
growing world condemnation 
— and perhaps more impor- 
tantly. a mounting ihreat of 
economic boycotts — in re- 
sponse to its plan to resume 
nuclear tests in the South 
Pacific. 

President Qhirac appeared 
entirely unmoved by conde- 
mnation from Tokyo, threats 
from New Zealand and Au- 
stralia and even signs of .dis- 
quiet among worried expor- 
ters at home. 

"Irrevocable" was the only 
response available from the 
French Foreign Ministry 
when asked about Mr. Chir- 
ac’s decision to carry out 
eight new nuclear tests at the 


Mururoa atoll from Septem- 
ber. 

The decision to resume 
nuclear lets, announced on 
June 13 following Mr. 
Chiarc's election as French 
head of state in May. has 
attracted mounting iritema- 
■tionai condemnation in re- 
cent weeks and days. 

Protests have included the 
invasion of the French 
embassy in Canberra, a call 
by Japanese lawmakers for a 
boycott of French goods, 
while a French car dealership 
in Italy was set on fire. 

Paris’s apparently heavy- 
handed commando storming 
the Greenpeace vessel Rain- 
bow Warrior II at the Murur- 
oa atoll seemed only to in- 
flame public opinion. 

But as counrry aftere coun- 
try. from Denmark to New 
Zealand and from South 
Africa to Russia, joined the 
growing international outcry 
over the decision, the only 
reaction from Paris was a 
tacittum "no comment." 

The French president him- 
self was in Africa, playing up 
his Gaullist image bv a five- 
year tour to former colonies 
expressing solidarity with 
them. No reply was forth- 
coming from there. 
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Better deal for Baghdad 


BAGHDAD’S PARDONING of 
thousands of army deserters and other 
prisoners is a timely move in that coun- 
try’s untiring attempts to end the 5-yeflr- 
old sanctions imposed by the U.N. follow- 
ing Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. The move 
that signals a major improvement to the 
human rights situation in that country 
coincides with an Iraqi diplomatic offen- 
sive to win more countries to its side. 
Significant among these moves was the 
release of two Americans jailed for ille- 
gally entering Iraq from Kuwait and the 
visit that the Iraqi foreign minister, 
Mohammad Saeed Sahaf, recently made 
to Egypt and his meeting with his coun- 
terpart Amr Musa. 

But all these moves came along with an 
Iraqi warning that it would end coopera- 
tion with the U.N. if the Security Council 
failed to end the sanctions by the time of 
the next review in September. 

The Iraqis seem to be telling the world 
that they feel they have done whatever is 
required of them under the terms of the 
Security Council resolutions and since 
they see no end to the demands made by 
some of the Council’s permanent mem- 
bers they would opt for ending their 
cooperation with the Council. 

Whether this Is a real threat or just a 
ploy to test the waters is immaterial. The 
truth is the Iraqi people and leadership 
feel that they are unjustifiably being 
targetted and that they see no end to their 
plight. Furthermore, it seems to the 
Iraqis and to other Arab and Muslim 
countries and people that Iraq is being 
victimised by the West far longer than is 
justified by the invasion of Kuwait, espe- 
cially when others, like the European 
Serbs, are getting away with genocide. 

Surely, the U.N. work in Iraq, includ- 
ing inspection, verification and elimina- 
tion of mass-destruction weapons can still 
continue after the sanctions, which wejre 
originally tied to Iraq’s withdrawal from 
Kuwait, are lifted. The Iraqi people, for 
all purposes and intent, are unjustly and 
inhumanely being subjected to a ruthless 
embargo that is having its toll on the 
children, women and the elderly. 

After five years of hardship and con- 
tinued cooperation with the world com- 
munity Iraq deserves a better deal from 
the U.N. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTONG ON the reported American decision to 
write off all of Jordan's official debts to the United States. 
A1 Ra'i Arabic daily said the move r\ doubtless deeply 
appreciated by the Jordanian people. With this decision as 
conveyed. Washington has honoured its commitment to 
Jordan and pledges by President Clinton to help the 
Kingdom get rid of its debt burden so as to direct its 
attention towards reconstruction and development in the 
pence era. said the paper. The United States considers 
Jordan's role pivotal in the peacemaking process and it is 
no doubt Irving to holster its ties with the Kingdom in order 
to enhance the peace and give impetus to" stability and 
security in this region, said the paper. Through the coming 
Middle East and North Africa economic summit, said the 
paper. Jordan is trying to build on the peace and to pave 
the ground for fruitful regional cooperation and there is no 
doubt that Washington appreciates this Jordanian role and 
is keen on honouring its commitments to the Kingdom. It is 
hoped, said the paper, that the American decision will be 
followed by sincere and strong American support tor 
Jordanian efforts to achieve a comprehensive and lasting 
peace encompassing the whole region. 


DESCRIBING a decision bv major world powers on 
Bosnia Herzegovina as mere lip service to the Bosnian 
people. .41 Dustour daily said that the Serbs do not fee! 
threatened nor do they feel they are forced to halt their 
attacks and their massacres against a the Bosnian popula- 
tion. The paper said the decision bv the London conference 
on Bosnia was not better than resolutions passed by the 
U.N. Security Council and threats by NATO against the 
Serbs, who seem more determined to pursue their ethnic 
cleansing campaign and thier barbaric attacks on the 
Bosnians. As a direct result of the London conference and 
its decision, the Serbs escalated ll eir threats against the 
Bosnians and displaced renewed defiance of the world 
community's will, said the paper. We were not surprised bv 
the fragile decision and we are not surprised either to hear 
the defiant Serbs statements .simply because world capitals 
are turning a blind eye vis-a-vis the atrocities though they 
continue to condemn them by mere slogans, said the paper. 


South Africa: ‘A mortal blow to racism’ 


By Adam 'Janes 


AS SO often in South Afri- 
ca. a photograph sums it 
up. At the moment of vic- 
tory in last month's Rugby 
World Cup, Francois 
Pienaar, captain of the 
Springboks, drops to one 
knee and raises his hands to 
his face. It looks for ail the 
world as though he is 
thanking God for deliver- 
ance. 

Forty-three million 
South Africans gloried in 
that June triumph. None 
seemed as exuberant as 
President Nelson Mandela, 
who -wore a Springboks cap 
and jersey for the occasion. 

Less than two months 
earlier, on April 26, Mr. 
Mandela had celebrated a 
much larger deliverance^ In 
Pretoria, the administrative 
capital. Mr. Mandela com- 
memorated Freedom Day 

— the first anniversary of 
the advent of majority rule 
in South Africa. A year 
after his African National 
Congress (ANC) swept to 
power and predominance 
in a government of national 
unity, the broad consensus 
that paved the way for an 
end to white Yule still holds. 
And with Mr. Mandela at 
the helm, it seems to grow 
stronger by the week. 

The euphoria surround- 
ing the anniversary, which 
was matched and even sur- 
passed by the Springboks’ 
moment of glory, could not" 
entirely erase a more grim 
reality. To be black in 
South Africa is still, for the 
great majority, to be down- 
trodden. pauperised, and 
cruelly undereducated. But 
it is no longer to suffer the 
thousand petty humilia- 
tions of apartheid, to be 
forbidden the right to live 
and seek work where one 
chooses, and to be denied 
the chance to vote for a say 
in one's fijture. 

To be white is still to be 
inordinately privileged. In 
Johannesburg, the nation's 
largest city, the white sub- 
urbs — with their Old 
Country names like Hyde 
Park, Sandton, Parkwood 

— remain oases of space 
and comfort. Mansions are 
the norm here, and five or 
six families live on each 
block, compared with five 
or six thousand in the pre- 
dominantly black neigh- 
bourhoods closer to down- 
town. 

Indeed, for suburban 
whites, it might seem that 
little has changed from the 
luxurious days of old. 
Swimming pools, jacaran- 
das, and evening braais 
(barbecues) are staples of 
their lifestyle. There is no 
shortage of black domestic 
workers: the white visitor 
to Johannesburg can expect 
to be stopped in the street 
by middle-aged women, 
asking the "boss" whether 
he needs any help around 
the house. 


The consensus that led to 
South Africa's transition 
guaranteed whites that the 
economy would be left 
largely in private (i.e.. 
their) hands. A Recon- 
struction and Development 
Programme is set to funnel 
billions of rands into im- 
proving the lot of the black 
masses. But more than a 
year into the era of major- 
ity rule, black-owned 
businesses still account for 
less than half of one per 
cent of the capitalised value 
of the Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange. South Africa's 
economic bellwether. 

Over 40 per cent of em- 
ployed Afrikaners (white 
South Africans of Dutch 
descent) work for the state. 
To win their support for the 
transition, these civil ser- 
vants were assured that 
affirmative action would 
not displace them from 
their jobs. Blacks, mean- 
while. were guaranteed 
strong proactive measures 
to ensure that workplaces 
across South Africa be- 
came more ‘‘representa- 
tive” of a society where 
blacks constitute three- 
quarters of the population. 

Those best able to ex- 
ploit the new environment 
are the members of the 
small black professional 
class, well educated (often 
overseas) and upwardly 
mobile. They, the editor of 
a local paper told me. are 
“black gold.” eagerly 
headhunted by white- 
owned companies anxious 
to correct the embarrassing 
colour imbalance in their 
ranks. Many of the black 
professionals job-hop every 
tew months: for higher pay. 
a nicer company car, or a 
posting to Cape Town, 
away from the grime and 
_ crime of "Jo’burg." 

They are the lucky ones. 
The government's ex- 
tended honeymoon is now 
at an end. and there is little 
doubt that it has failed to 
deliver benefits . to the 
population in line with the 
extravagant promises Mr. 
Mandela and Co. made in 
the run-up to last year's 
elections. 

A much-touted govern- 
ment housing scheme'/ for' 
example, vowed to erect a 
million dwellings oyer five 


years. Shortly before the 
first anniversary of major- 


first anniversary of major- 
ity ■ rule, the government 
grudgingly came up with a 


progress report: a mere 878 
houses had been built. 


houses had been built. 

Millions of black South 
Africans still live in squalid 
conditions, like the resi- 
dents of the squatter camp 
I visited on the fringe of 
Soweto. On two barren 
fields divided by a small 
stream, hundreds of tumb- 
ledown shacks had been 
erected from cardboard 
and corrugated tin. 

The impoverished resi- 
dents may prove fertile 
ground for the "populist" 


wing of the ANC. headed 
by Mr. Mandela's 
estranged wife,* Winnie. 

- The populists have persis- 
tently pointed to the gov- 
ernment's coziness with the 
white elite, at the expense 
of the dispossessed millions 
who thrust the ANC into 
office. 

And yet I, a solitary 
white, was able to wander 
unmolested through the 
camp, and through sur- 
rounding poor neighbour- 
hoods of Soweto, a black 
township that is now home 
to two million people. This 
shows, just how far South 
Africa has come from the 
chaos and carnage of the 
1980s and early 1990s. 

Even on streets where 
the Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress had painted one of its 
favourite slogans — ‘‘One 
(white) settler, one bullet" 
— 1 encountered only 
cheery grins and ringing 
"hellos" from the locals. If- 
I was approached, it was to 
ask for a coin or a cigarette, 
or just to chat. 

Two years ago. few 
whites in’ their right minejs 
would have entered a 
township, and never alone. 
The war waged by the 
South African state against 
its own people had spilled 
over into fratricidal blood- . 
letting among blacks. Hun- 
dreds were dying here, 
hacked by pangas (an Afri- 
can killing implement re- 
sembling a machete), or 
mowed down by AK-47 
machine guns. Whites like 
American student Amy 
Biehl. murdered nea'r Cape- 
Town in 1993. were reg- 
ularly targetted by black 
militants. 

The ‘violence is still a 
palpable presence. South 
Africa has the world's 
second highest homicide 
rate, -after Colombia: and 
the overwhelming majority 
of victims are black. Johan- 
nesburg is often called the 
world's most dangerous 
city. 

Whites in Jo'burg live 
behind high walls, and car- 
jackings are a constant 
threat: there were 3,900 of 
them last year in one north- 
ern suburi) alone. A. friend 
of a friend made .the. mis* 
take of resisting die .robber 
who was about to re#£ve 
him of his late-model 
BMW. The thief pulled a 
pistol, held it to the own- 
er’s head, and said: "This is 
how it feds to die. white 
man." He pulled the trig- 
ger. By accident or design, 
the gun didn't fire. The 
thief sped away with his 
new prize, leaving the own- 
er gibbering on the ground. 

Rape, robbery, and 
street crime are endemic in 
Jo'burg. “Don't walk 
downtown ever." one 
white South African told 
me. “Take a taxi to where 
you want -to go. and call for 
one to pick you up after- 
ward." 


But in three months in 
the city. I took not a single 
taxi. 1 rode public buses 
and the "combis." mini- 
buses which cater almost 
exclusively to a black clien- 
tele. And I walked — for 
hours across Jo'burg. and 
dozens of times downtown, 
where black street-vendors 
and roving entrepreneurs 
have reclaimed tne side- 
walks from the white suit- 
and-tie crowd. Not once 
did I encounter the slight- 
est .breath of aggression, 
animosity or even discour- 
tesy. 

Tensions and hostilities,, 
remain. I Kwazulu Natal, 
the leader of the Inkatha- 
Freedom Party (IFP). 
Mangosuihu Buthelezi. 
pushes for more regional 
autonomy, seeking tp shore 


up his coastal power base.' 
Clashes between IFP and 


Clashes between IFP and 
ANC supporters still claim 
many lives in the mining 
camps and townships. 

Then there are the unre- 
pentant whites. Once, wait- 
ing for the bus in Johannes- 
burg, I found myself in 
conversation with an elder- 
ly white man who looked 
back fondly on the time 
when no blacks could 
gather at the bus-stop. Say 
what you will about apar- 
theid.’he told me. bur “you 
didn't have to put up with 
blacks jumping the queue." 

The man i6 an anachron- 
ism, though there are many 
like him. Most Afrikaners 
are accommodating them- 
selves to the new order. 
Even more readily. English 
South Africans have 
accepted that a black li- 
beration movement now 
rules the roost. "We have 
delivered a mortal blow tq 
racism," Nelson Mandela 
pronounced on TV before 
the Freedom Day celebra- 
tions. i believe he was 
right. 

F.W. de Klerk, the last 
apartheid president, plods 
along in his new duties as 
deputy president. On tele- 
vision recently, Mr. Man- 
dela praised his perform- 
ance. There was a delicious 
irony in witnessing this 
black president, a former 
•prisoner of white rule, pas- 

3 Amg: measured judgment on 

.Mr. De Klerk — once. Mr. 
Mandela's jailer, now his 
junior partner. 

* Few would argue that 
Mr. Mandela himself has 
been the glue that has held 
the fragile transition pro- 
cess together. His party 
may flounder, but his per- 
sonal appeal is very nearly 
universal. At rallies, it is 
others — Deputy President 
and heir apparent Thabo 
Mbeki, for example — who 
get the lukewarm claps, 
and Mr. Mandela the lusty 
cheers. 

As an orator. Mr. Man- 
dela is far from spectacular. 
He has a reedy voice and a 
somewhat monotonous, 
declamatory speaking 


style. But as a conversa- 
tionalist and a peatrc- 
seeker, he is supreme. Jo 
see him in a televised dis- 
cussion is to marve] at the 
craftsmanship of his com- 
ments. the keenness or his 
mind. He is a master 
strategist and, most would 
say. a true visionary. 

He also seems a humble 
man. Kaizer Nyatsumba. 
political editor of the 
Johannesburg Star, told me 
he felt Mr. Mandela had 
"dictatorial tendencies 
arising from his status and 
self-image as a "patriarchal 
African figure.” But he 
allowed that Mr. Mandela 
is “a very modest man who 
never takes credit for him- 
self." 

The problem. Mr. Nyat- 
sumba said, is that "Man- 
dela may well be every- 
thing good, but he will not 
be around every time or 
forever. His successor will 
be a very different person . 
altogether." " . 

And Mr. Mandela is 7o. 
South Africans virtually 
across the racial and poli- 
tical spectrum pray he has 
another 10 years left in him 
— of life, if not of active 
leadership. Long enough 
for the slow wheels of 
constitution-building to 
grind to a conclusion. Long 
enough for the benefits of 
majority rule to become 
apparent to the black mas- 
ses. 

Long enough, above all, 
for a new sense of society 
to put down firm roots! For 
whites to get used to rub- 
bing shoulders with blacks, 
in tne workplace and on the 
Streets. And for blacks to 
move beyond forgiveness 
of their former oppressors, 
to build a common future 
with white South Africans. 

Sidney Mathlaku. fea- 
tures editor of the Sowe- 
tan, the largest black- 
owned paper in South Afri- 
ca. indicated as much when 
I asked him for a vision of 
his paper five years down 
the road. The Sowetan has 
long had a reputation as an 
organ at odds with the 
ANC leadership, favouring 
the more radical line of the 
Pan- Africanist Congress 
and the Black Conscious- 
ness movement. 

**I d love to see a paper . 
that’s not for blacks, not' 
• for whites, not for (mixed- 
race) coloureds," Mr. 
Mathlaku told me. 
"Whether it’s a ‘white - 
story or a ‘black’ story, if 
it’s a good story we should 
put it on page one. That's 
my dream." 

The front-page news in 
South Africa these days is 
that things so far are work- 
ing better than almost 
anyone dared hope. 


The writer, who is a Phd. 
candidate conducting re- 
search in Jordan, was re- 
cently in South Africa. He 
contributed the above arti- 
cle ro the Jordan Times. 


Israel is aggressor in conflict with Syria 


By Pascal B. Kami) 


SYRIA AND Tsrael are 
presently engaged in nego- 
tiations for the withdrawal 
of Israeli forces from the 
Syrian Golan Heights, 
which Israel occupied dur- 
ing its "aggressive" war of 
1967. I stress the word , 
"aggressive" because Syria 
has never attacked Israel 
either before or after 1967 
as will be explained below. 
The war. which Syria and 
Egypt launched, with the 
support of Jordan, in 1973. 
■was to liberate territories 
from Israeli occupation. 

In the aftermath of the 
1948 war between Israel on 
the one hand and Jordan. 
Syria and Egypt on the 
other, the United Nations 
created a United Nations 
Truce Supervision Orga- 
nisation (UNTSO) with a 
Mixed Armistice Commis- 
sions to supervise the four 
armistice agreements con- 
cluded respectively be- 
tween Israel and Egypt on 
February 24, 1949. Israel 
and Lebanon on March 23. 
1949. Israel and Syria on 
July 20, 1949. and Israel 
and Jordan on April 3. 
1949. The Armistic Agree- 
ments did not lay down 
political boundaries but 
only armistice lines. In fact, 
they specifically provided 
that the armistice lines were 
delineated “without pre- 
judice to the ultimate 
peaceful settlement of the 
Palestine question." They 
also expressly reserved "the 
rights, claims and positions 
of the parties in an ultimate 
settlement between the par- 
ties." 


Pursuant to the Armistice 
Agreement concluded be- 
tween Syria and Israel, cer- 
tain demilitarise zones on 
Palestinian and Syrian terri- 
tories were created to be 
supervised by the Mixed 
Armistice Commission 
(MAC). The MACs task 
was to investigate and re- 
port on any border inci- 
dents between Syria and 
Israel. Similar commissions 
were formed between 
Egypt and Israel and be- 
tween Jordan and Israel to 
supervise the respective 
borders between them. 
(Each Mixed Commission 
comprised one member 
from the Arab state con- 
cerned. one member from 
Israel and a chairman 
appointed from a foreign 
neutral counlrvl. 


Despite the Armistice 
Agreement between Syria 
and Israel and the creation 
of demilitarised zones be- 
tween them. Israel has nev- 
er ceased to encroach upon 
the demilitarised territory 
and upon Arab owned 
lands either directly or 
through settlers. Israeli set- 
tlers. supported usually by 
the Israeli army, often 
moved their tractors on 
Arab owned lands despite 
the warnings addressed by 
the Mixed Armistice Com- 
mission chairman that their 
actions constituted 3 flag- 
rant violation of the Armis- 
tice Agreement. Those ac- 
tions naturally provoked 
reactions on the pan of the 
Syrians and of the Arab 
owners who fired at the 
Israeli tractors. Moreover 
Israel consistent^ inter- 


fered with the movements 
of the United Nations 
observers, whose joh it was 
to prevent Israeli settlers 
from forcibly encraching 
upon Arab lands. Even Israel 
precipitated incidents by us- 
ing “armoured landing craft 
with machine guns and can- 
nons posing as police boats 
on Lake Tiberias in order to 
illegally prohibit Syrian ac- 
cess to the lake." Many of 
such incidents are reported 
in the books published by 
the Norwegian Odd Bull", 
the former UNTSO chief of 
staff and by General Burns 
also a former UNTSO chief 
of staff. 

General Bums noted in 
his book "Between Arab 
and Israeli." the following: 
“The Israelis claimed 
sovereignty over the de- 
militarised zones. They 
then proceeded, as oppor- 
tunity offered, to encroach 
on the specific restrictions, 
and so eventually to free 
themselves, on various pre- 
texts. from all of them. The 
Israelis in fact exercised 
almost complete control 
■ over the majority of the de- 
militarised zones through 
their frontier police. This 
was directly conrrary to 
Article V of the General 
Armistice Agreement." 

Several Security Council 
resolutions were passed 
against Israel whether as 
regards its violations of the 
Armistice Agreements or 
with regard to its subse- 
quent occupation and 
annexation of the Golan 
Heights in 1967 and 1981 
respectively. 

In Resolution No. 93 of 
May 18, 1951, the Security 


Council ordered Israel ro 
allow the return of the Arab 
civilians to their villages in 
the demilitarised zone; civi- 
lians who had been pre- 
viously forced to flee from 
there by Israeli armed un- 
its. On Dec., 11. 1955 the 
Israeli army launched a full- 
scale attack on villages and 
military positions on Syrian 
territory. The UNTSO cal- 
led Israel's attack complete- 
ly unjustified. Subsequent- 
ly. the Security Council pas- 
sed Resolution No. ill of 
January 19. 1956 whercby.it 
condemned this attack as a 
"flagrant violation of the 
ceasefire provisions of its 
Resolution No. 54 of 1948. 
of the terms of the General 
Armistice Agreement be- 
tween Israel and Syria and 
Israel's obligations under 
the Charter of the United 
Nations." 


On March 17. 1962. 
Israeli forces attacked Sy- 
rian territory, that resulted 
in an exchange of fire caus- 
ing casualties on both sides. 
The UNTSO chief of staff 
condemned this as a viola-^ 
tion of the Armistice 
Agreement. Subsequently, 
the Security Council passed 
Resolution 171 of April 9. 
1962. whereby it reaffirmed 
its Resolution 111 quoted 
above and condemned 
"Israel military action in 
breach of the General 
Armistice Agreement 
whether or not undertaken 
by way of retaliation and 
determined that Israel 
attack of March 16-17 1962 
constituted a flagrant viola- 
tion of that Resolution and 
called upon Israel to refrain 


from such action in the fu- 
ture.” 

Despite all the above- 
quoted resolutions. Israel 
was never deterred. It con- 
tinued to encroach upon 
Syrian territory by bringing 
bulldozers to cultivate 
lands inside Syrian terri- 
tory. Syria naturally re- 
sponded by. firing on the 
bulldozers whenever they 
crossed the border lines. 
Adopting a Machiavilian 
policy. Israel used all those 
incidents as a pretext for 
ultimately starting the war 
of 1967 which resulted in 
the occupation of the Golan 
Heights. On Nov. 22. 1967. 
the Security Council passed 
the well-known 242 Resolu- 
tion which provided inter 
alia, that Israel should with- 
draw its armed forces from 
territories occupied in the 
recent conflict and enunci- 
ated in its preamble the 
principle of international 
law. namely the “inadmissi- 
bility of acquisition of ter- 
rory by war." In 1981. 
Israel annexed the Golan 
Heights but the Security 
Council decided in its Re- 
solution 497 of 1981 that 
this annexation was "null 
and void and without inter- 
national legal effect," 


Under international law 
Israel is bound to restore 
the Golan Heights to Syria 
and the sooner it does so 
the better for the Middle 
East comprehensive peace. 
No matter how much Israel 
prevaricates or procrastin- 
aies in the negotiations with 
Syria, it must ultimately re- 
turn the Golan Heights to 
their rightful owners. 


A guerrilla 
war with a 
difference 


By Moses Manoharan j. 


Reuter 


COLOMBO - A classic 
guerrilla war is unfolding in 
Sri Lanka but with a deadly 
‘ modern twist. 

The government sent 
thousands of troops, back- 
ed by war planes and naval 
ships, on an offenaveon 
Julv 9 to crush the Libera- 

■ __ Tamil Cplnm 


tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam 


(LTTE) on the Jaffna 
peninsula in the north. -■ 
The Tigers, who in April 
called off a trace to resume 
a 12-year conflict for their 
own homeland, are in pjp 
employing rime-tested ‘hit- 
and-run* guerrilla warfare 
tactics to harass the troops 
on the ground. ' 

But here the similarity 
with other long guerrilla 
wars in Malaya to Vietnam 
ends. 

“They are beyond guer- 
rilla fighters,” retired air 
vice marshal Harry Goona- 
tilake. a former chief of the 
Sri Lankan air force, told 
Reuters, on Sunday. 

“Which guerrilla army in 
the world has a sea arm. 
Which guerrilla army in the 
world has an air ' arm?" 
Mr. Goonatilake asked of 
rhe bloody conflict, which 
has killed more than 50,000 
people, since 1983. 

The sighring of an airstrip 
built by the rebels has led 
military strategists to be- 
lieve the rebels have light 
aircraft. 

They already own a fleet 
of boats converted into 
attack vessels that they use 
to harass the Sri Lankan 
navy and ply the waters, 
around the j sland. 

The LTTE is using these 
arms with telling effect to 
counter the advantage fen- 
joyed by the military in the 
air anefon sea. 

The Tigers shot down an 
‘ air force fighter on the very 
first day of the offensive, 
code-named Operation 
Leap Forward, using what 
diplomats believe was a 
SAM 7, surface-to-air mis-' 
1 sile similar! to the ones used 
to shoot down two pther air 
force planes, in April. 

On sea, the Tigers sent 
suicide squads to blow up a 
command ship used to 
■ transport troops, food and 
equipment to Jaffna. 

• The sinking has disrupted 
the planned advance of the 
forces bidding to reach Jaff- 
na city, where 800,000 peo- 
ple live. 

Other departures from 
orthodox guerrilla tactics 
laid down by exponents 
from Che Guevara to Mao 
Tse Tung include the Ti : 
gets' use of suicide squads 
with cyanide capsules 
around their necks and ’a 
willingness to fight conven- 
tional battles. 

In 1987. an Indian milit-: 
ary force sent to Sri Lanka 
under an accord between 
rhe two countries disco- 
vered the cost of trying to 
take Jaffna city from the 
Tigers in conventional bat- 
tle. 

More recently, the Tigers 
last month crossed a lagoon 
and went onto Mandathivu 
island and engaged a garri- 
son of 300 troops in what 
military analysts said was 
close conventional combat. 

The Tigers are also adept 
in the psychology of war. 

. I* appears to be prepar- 
ing for another bloody fight 
for Jaffna city, which Tiger 
chief Velupillai Prabhakar- 
an considers the jewel of his 
Tamil empire. 

The civilian casualties in 

Eli, 3 *?? 11 on the df y 

1987 helped turn Tamils 
against the Indian 
peacekeeping force. 

Jn bnital fighting, troops 
belonging to some of the 
elite units of the Indian 
army were mowed down by 
rebels grimly guarding their 
command centre in Jaffna 
University.. 
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Emperors, gods, revolts and political retribution: 
Reconstructing architectural, political history of Jerash 


This is the second of a 
two-part series. The first 
part appeared in yester- 
day’s newspaper. ■ 


By Rami G» Khouri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

THE NEXT phase of the 
city’s expansion coincided 
with two other important 
political developments in 
the region — the visit of the 
Roman Emperor Hadrian 
in 129/130 A.D.. and the 
second Jewish revolt in 130- 
135 A.D. The South Gate 
was built at Jerash to wel- 
come Hadrian to the city, 
and he prompted the city’s 
leaders to expand the city’ to 
the south. They then built 
Hadrian’s Arch 400 metres 
to the south, and drew up 
plans to expand the city in 
that direction. This urban 
expansion would have seen 
die Zeus complex occupy- 
ing the central point in the 
city. _ 

In the period 130-150 
A.D., though, the Zeus 
Temple complex was again 
-j destroyed and rebuilt as a 
smaller sanctuary, and sud- 
denly the large Temple of 


Artemis complex was built 
on a higher hill inside the 
city. Ail major new build- 
ings as of that moment are 
clustered around the Arte- 
mis complex, and Hadrian's 
Arch is left standing alone 
south of and well outside 
the city. 

What happened to 
prompt this sudden change 
in the town plan? Mr. 
Seigne’s hypothesis sug- 
gests that perhaps during 
the second Jewish revolt 
Jerash experienced a repeat 
of the circumstances of the 
first Jewish revolt. 

-If the Jerash population 
again sided with its Jewish 
population against the Ro- 
man emperor, it is possible 
that the emperor destroyed 
the Zeus Temple complex 
in order tt^show his anger 
with the people of Jerash. 
Then he may have backed a 
different faction of peopte 
within Jerash whose symbol 
of political power was the 
new Artemis Temple. 
Perhaps, the new power 
elite in Jerash comprised 
remnants or descendants of 
the former local Semitic 
population who had been 
marginalised in the pre- 
vious century by the Helle- 


nistic population that had 
built the Zeus complex as 
its own symbol of political 
control. 

According to this theory, 
ir was more practical to 
build a new temple to Arte- 
mis bigger than the Zeus 
Temple, and it would have 
been too costly and compli- 
cated to remove the Zeus 
complex and replace it with 
the Artemis complex on the 
same spot. The new Arte- 
mis complex thus became 
simultaneously the new* 
symbol of political control 
at Jerash. as well as the new 
focal point for town plan- 
ning. The southern expan- 
sion of the city towards 
Hadrian’s Arch was aban- 
doned. and expansion of 
the city as of around 150 
A.D. occured on an axis 
that revolved around the 
Temple of Artemis. Arte- 
mis became the official 
main deity of the city — a 
profoundly political act that 
humiliated those Jerash 
citizens who had made the 
mistake of backing the Jew- . 
ish revolt against the 
emperor. The city adapted 
jo the new cult of Artemis 
'because this female deity 
was often seen as a Greco- 
Roman parallel to the 


Semitic goddess Astane. 
who was probably the main 
deity of the indigenous 
Semitic population. 

This change in Jerash 's 
principal gods and temples 
might explain why. as of the 
mtd-2nd century A.D.. the 
eastern quarter of the city 
was built up, following the 
construction of the first 
bridge across the river — a 
bridge that linked the east- 
ern city (the current mod- 
em city) with the approach 
to the Temple of Artemis. 
In the second half of the 
2nd century A.D., conse- 
quently. Jerash. witnessed 
the construction of its two 
main colonnaded streets 
(the North and South De- 
cumani) that crossed the 
Cardo in an east-west direc- 
tion. the east baths, the 
North Theatre and other 
monuments that related to 
the Artemis complex rather 
than to the Zeus complex. 

This theory suggests that 
Greco- Roman urban plan- 
ning at Jerash only started 
with the construction of the 
Artemis Temple complex, 
for in the previous Hellenis- 
tic period the town only 
witnessed the expansion of 
the Zeus complex, without 
a fully-fledged urban town 
plan to go along with it. 


The expansion of the city 
as of the second half of the 
2nd century A.D. is well 
attested in the archaeolo- 
gical excavations that have 
been conducted in the last 
several decades. Those ex- 
cavations also show another 
change in the city’s 
architectural history later 
that century. About one 
generation after the second 
Jewish revolt, work sudden- 
ly stopped on the Artemis 
complex, which was never 
completed, and the Zeus 
Temple complex was re- 
built in its existing form, 
with a new hilltop temple 
even bigger than the Arte- 
mis Temple. 

The Temple of Zeus 
appears to have been de- 
liberately built slightly lar- 
ger than the Artemis tem- 
ple: its facade is 2.4 metres 
wider than Artemis, and it 
had eight rather than six 
columns in its facade. It was 
also completely finished 
and used, as opposed to the 
unfinished Artemis Tem- 
ple. 

What might explain these 
facts? Again, political/ 
economic factors may be 
the reason. Ms. Seigne’s 
hypothesises that with "the 
declining ability of the Ro- 
man emperors to continue 


supporting and financing 
the Artemis Temple con- 
struction works of their loc- 
al allies, the faction in 
Jerash whose previous poli- 
tical power had been repre- 
sented by the Zeus Temple 
complex’ — probably the- 
wealthiest merchants — 
once again enjoyed political 
ascendancy at Jerash. Work 
had to be abandoned on 
Artemis, and instead the 
city's economically domi- 
nant faction rebuilt Zeus as 
the biggest religious/ 
political focal point of the 
city. 

This is purely a hypoth- 
esis that is constructed 
mainly on the strength of 
the evidence of the 
architectural story that is 
revealed by the excava- 
tions. No available literary 
evidence supports this 
theory; but there is a near- 
by parallel that may be ex- 
plained by similar rircumst- 
ances — in Amman. 
Perhaps. Mr. Seigne sug- 
gests. we can explain the 
presence- of the remains of 
two Roman temples on the 
Amman Citadel by the 
same regional and local 
political factors that may 
have resulted in the con- 
struction of two large tem- 
ples at Jerash. 


Sharif Zeid 


(Continued from page 1) 

with Kuwait, once they im- 
prove with Saudi Arabia," 
he said. He added that Mr. 
Kabariti was expected to 
visit Saudi Arabia soon. 

Asked whether it was 
possible that the interna- 
tional community could not 
make an exemption to Jor- 
dan to help and trade with 
Iraq since Jordan did not 
manufacture weapons, 
Sharif Zeid said that "we 
are doing all we can do to 
help the Iraqi people. The 
Iraqis have made great sac- 
rifices for the Arab causes” 
along the years. 

Sharif Zeid said that dur- 
ing a meeting with Palesti- 
nian leader Faisal Husseini 
Sunday, he reteirated Jor- 
dan's commitment to help 
the Palestinians attain their 
rights. ° 

"There are certain par- 
ties that are attempting to 
poison our relations (with 
the Palestinians,” be said. 
"But our objective is to 
(help the Palestinians) end 
•he occupation. We have 
no plan to annex the West 
Bank” as some might 
think. Once the Palesti- 
nians attained their inde- 
pendence and regained 
their firee well, we will talk 
about future relations,” he 
said. 

The prime minister re- 
vealed that the government 
has agreed with the House 


Judiciary and Finance 
Committee to introduce a 
clause to the draft law con- 
cerning the boycott of 
Israel. The amendment 
prohibits Jordanians own- 
ing land in the occupied 
West Bank, including Jeru- 
salem, from selling to 
Israel. 

Asked why would Jordan 
keep its troops in the for- 
mer Yugoslavia despite the 
deteriorating situation 
there, the prime minister, 
said the 3.500 troops were 
part of the U.N. 
peacekeeping forces and 
can only be pulled out if the 
U.N. decided to end their 
mandate. 

, “Besides, if we withdrew 
unilaterally our troops will 
be in danger."' he said. 
"But we have full under- 
standing with the French 
and will act in fall coopera- 
tion with the French gov- 
ernment” on the issue. 

The Prime Minister ack- 
nowledged reports that the 
government was preparing 
new custom tariff lists but 
declined to give any details. 

The luncheon was 
attended by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Information Khalid Kara- 
ki. The journalists repre- 
sented the mainstream 
press, the tabloids and poli- 
tical parties newspapers. 
None of the leftist or Islam- . 
ists newspapers* editors 
were present. 


Jordan urges 


(Continued from page 1) 

earlier Sunday, was ex- 
pected to meet Prime 
Minister Zeid Ben Shaker 
and possibly King Hussein 
during his two-day stay. 

In comments to the 
press, Mr. Papoulias said 
he also discussed with Mr.' 
Kabariti progress in the 
U.S.-backed Middle East 


peace process. 

They signed a protocol 
that consolidates coopera- 
tion between their foreign 
ministries. 

On Monday, he was 
scheduled to initial a mari- 
time accord reached in 
January and review a cultu- 
ral agreement signed in 
1992. 


West reinforces troops 

military chiefs planned to in- 
form the Bosnian Serbs on 


(Continued from page. 1) 

including NATO air strikes, 
if the Serbs attacked "safe 
areas." 

The besieged enclave of 
was rocked by mortar, 
tank and machine-gun fire on 
Sunday with heavy casualties 
among the town’s defenders, 
a U.N. spokesman said. 

“We have reports of more 
than 60 mortar impacts in the 
town as well as tank, heavy 
machine-gun and sniper 
fire," said Lieutanant- 
Colonel Gary Coward, a 
U.N. spokesman in Sarajevo. 

"The local police station 
has been heavily engaged and 
there are reports of large 
numbers of Bih (Bosnian 
government army) casual- 
ties.” he added. 

As fighting for the U.N.- 
designated "safe area'/ con- 
tinued. Bosnian radio re- 
ported representatives of 
government and separatist 
Serbs were meeting at 
Sarajevo’s airport to discuss 
the evacuation of the sick and 
wounded from the town. 

Zepa has been on the verge 
of falling since Wednesday 
when Bosnian Serb comman- 
der General Ratko Mladic 
prematurely announced its 
^render. U.N. efforts to 
nfediate a surrender of the 
enclave have borne no fruit 
despite several airport meet- 

m Mr. Chirac said Western 


‘Sunday of the results of the 
London meeting. 

U.N. officers reported 
heavy fighting across Bosnia 
on Sunday. The Bosnian 
Serbs renewed their assault 
of the eastern "safe area" of 
Zepa and joined with Croa- 
tian Serbs and a rebel Muslim 
. militia in an attack on the 
northern Bihac area. 

President Bill Clinton said 
U.S. air power should be 
used in Bosnia if Serb aggres- 
sion continued, especially 
against the "safe haven” of 
Gorazde. but reiterated that 
U.S. ground troops would 
not be sent into combat. 

“I do believe we should use 
American air power jf the 
Serbian aggression continues 
to erode the commitments 
that they have all made, for 
example, to respect the in- 
tegrity of Gorazde,” Mr. 
Clinton told C Span televi- 
sion. 

Commenting on reinforce- 
ments for Sarajevo. British 
Defence Secretary Michael 
Portillo said:" 

"Here is no shift in any 
sense from peacekeeping to 
war fighter. We simply wish 
to provide protection to 
peacekeepers who are tiying 
to save lives in Bosnia... if we 
could have a secure overland 
route that would be the best 
guarantee on the survival of 
Sarajevo and its people." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rival Kurd factions battle in Iraq 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Fresh fighting between rival 
Kurdish factions in northern Iraq has virtually destroyed 
the town of Rawanduz. the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
fPUK) said here Sunday. The PUK spokesman in Damas- 
cus. Salah Baruari, told AFP that fighting broke out late 
Saturday between his faction and the Kurdistan Democra- 
tic Party (KDP) in the Wadi Khankah region. "The KDP 
almost completely destroyed” Rawanduz. Mr. Baruari 
added. "There were injuries among PUK troops while the 
KDP suffered enormous losses." KDP officials here could 
not be reached for comment. Several dozen people were 
killed and wounded in fighting between the two Kurdish 
factions in northern Iraq in early July. 

Pope says victims of unjust wars have a right to defence 

•LES COMBES, Italy (AFP) — ' Pope John Paul II, 
speaking on vacatianu-imtltfiiAosta Vally-on Saturday, said 
that' the civilian populations ’-falling victim to unjust wars 
have a right to defence. "Only a defensfod wdr can be a just 
war," the pontiff told reporters. "Certainly it poses 
problems. Defensive war is painful, but it is so. If someone 
attacks and wants to trample life and the right to live, there . 
exists the right to defence." The Pope noted that he had 
wanted to travel to Sarajevo one year ago. but his trip was 
cancelled due to security concerns. 


Committee on press law adds 4 members 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian committee created to 
reconsider a controversial press law met with four new 
delegates added after opposition protests over its original 
make-up, the government daily A1 Ah ram said Sunday. 
Kamel Zoheiri. former head of the Journalists’ Union, 
whom the opposition press had requested for the commit- 
tee. also joined, as well as Mahmoud Tahami. president of 
the semi-governmental weekly Rose A1 Yusef. AJ Ah ram 
said. The committee decided Sacurdayf to give its members 
three weeks to review press laws from other countries, the 
paper said. Opposition papers erupted in protest when the 
original 30 members of the committee, chosen by the 
government, were announced on July 17, including only 
members of the ruling National Democratic Party and 
official newspapers. 

Israeli troops massacred 35 Egyptians in 1956: study 

TEL AVJV (AFP) — A right-wing Israeli deputy comman- 
ded an army battalion which massacred 35 Egyptian 
prisoners during the 1956 Suez conflict, a study written by 
the army’s history department said Sunday. Soldiers from 
the 890th Paratroop Battalion commanded by Rafael 
Eitan, later chief of staff and now leader of the Tsomet 
Party, shot the Egyptian troops in October 1956, the study, 
published in the Jerusalem Post. said. The official history, 
entitled "The 1956 Sinai War: Political and Military 
Aspects” was written by Dr. Motti Golan, the daily said. 
The report, authorised for publication by former chief of 
staff Ehud Barak, who became interior minister in Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's government last week, is the first 
of its kind to be declassified by the army. It describes how 
the paratroopers, and a smaller unit commanded by the 
celebrated military leader Ariel Sharon, were stranded and 
exposed to Egyptian air attacks shortly aft er landing near 
the Mitla Pass in the Sinai desert, 12 kilometres from the 
Suez Canal. They took 35 prisoners and held them in a 
compound but soon shot them. 

Police: Father beheads son 

ESTANCIA, New Mexico (AP) — A father beheaded his 
I4-year-old son along a busy interstate as his younger son 
watched, fled with the boy's head in his van, and then 
tossed it out the window as police chased him, authorities 
said Saturday. The father. Eric Star Smith, 34, of Parker. 
Arizona, was captured in Albuquerque early Saturday. A 
64-kilometre police chase ended when Mr. Smith's van 
crashed into a retaining wall, authorities said. He faces 
arraignment Monday on charges of murder and tampering 
with evidence. Mr. Smith stabbed his son, Eric Star Smith 
Jr., several times Friday night and decapitated him along a 
highway near the central New Mexico town of Mofjarty, 
said Torrance County Sheriff Don Lyles. Mr. Smith raced 
away with the boy’s head in the van, throwing it out the' 
window about a kilometre down the highway, Mr. Lyles 
said. The head was found near a concrete barrier in the 
roadway median. 

Gulf, West to conduct wargames 

RIYADH (AFP) — Gulf Arab forces and their Western 
allies will conduct war games in Kuwait in March next year, 
a senior military official said Sunday. General Faleh A! 
Sham*, assistant secretary general for military affairs in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), told the Saudi daily 
Okaz that the manoeuvre were a show of force to 
“whoever seeks to destabilise, the region.” 


Kurdish group goes on hunger strike 

ISTANBUL (R) — A Kurdish association said on Sunday 
it started a five-day hunger strike to protest against the 
refusal by security officials to allow 10 of its members to 
enter the Kurdish city of Tunceli in eastern Turkey. The 
Tunceli Cultural and Solidarity Association in Istanbul sent 
10 people to Tunceli last week to investigate alleged human 
rights abuses against civilians by soldiers fighting Kurdish 
guerrillas. But security officials at the city limits refused to 
allow the group in, saying there was fighting in the area, the 
association's chairman Selman Yesilgoz told Reuters. Since 
security forces stepped up operations in Tunceli province 
last yeaT. human rights groups say dozens of Kurdish 
villages have been forcibly evacuated and often burned by 
soldiers tiying to deny militants from the Kurdistan 
Workers Party (PKK) food and shelter. Security officials 
often deny journalists — and sometimes even Turkish 
politicians — access to villages in the mainly Kurdish east 
and southeast. - 

Hebron settlers behave almost like Serbs: israelf minister 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli minister on Sunday said 
Jewish settlers living in the West Bank Palestinian town of 
Hebron were behaving “almost like Serbs.” provoking an 
angry backlash from the colonists. Outspoken Communica- 
tions and Culture Minister Shulamit Aloni said: “It is 
necessary to distinguish between those fighting what they 
consider a foreign regime (the Palestinians) and the settlers 
who consider themselves conquerors and behave almost 
like Serbs." Her comparison with the Bosnian Serbs, made 
in an interview with state radio, received short Shrift from 
the settlers. Their spokesman, Noam Amon said: "It is the 
Arabs who behaved like Serbs towards us by massacring 
our women and children in Hebron in 1929. We will stay in 
Hebron for eternity. That’s a historical reality.” In its 
peace negotiations with the PLO on extending Palestinian 
self-rule in the West Bank, Israel has so far refused to 
evacuate Hebron.k where 400 Jewish settlers live in the 
centre of town surrounded by 120,000 Palestinians. 

UAE gives 11 million dollars for Bosnians 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has donated 40 million dirhams (11 million dollars) 
ro support Bosnian Muslims against the Serbs, the official 
news agency WAM reported on Sunday. President Sheikh 
Zayed Ibn Sultan A1 Nahayan has ordered the donation to 
"support the Bosnian people and ease their suffering from 
Serb violations and ethnic cleansing.” it quoted an un- 
named official as saying. "The donation stems from out 
stand which upholds right and justice to help put an end to 
that human tragedy and mass annihilation and to enable 
the Bosnian people to defend themselves," it said. Sheikh 
, Zayed, 79, has emerged as a key financial supporter of 
Bosnian Muslims during their three-year-old war against 
the Serbs. In press comments this week, he blasted the 
United Nations and called for lifting its arms embargo 
against Bosnians after Serb troops entered Srebrenica and 
advanced towards nearby Zepa. 

9 killed in Colombia 

# 

MEDELLIN, Colombia (AFP) — Tonnes of mud and rock- 
crashed down a mountainside Saturday, burying dozens of 
houses in a town in northeastern Colombia and killing at 
least nine people, officials said. The Red Cross reported 23 
people injured and about 50 others missing in the town of 
Fredonia, in the northeastern department of Antioquia. 
Mudslides triggered by heavy rains buried between 30 and 
50 houses on either side of the main road through 
Fredonia, the local mayor told the Red Cross. The bodies 
of nine people were retrieved from the rabble but rescue 
efforts were hampered by the blocked roads, the loss of 
power and telephone service and the nightfall, authorities 
said. 

*16 Arab troops killed in Bosnia’ 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A Kuwaiti and 15 other Arab 
volunteers have been killed while fighting in the Muslim- 
led Bosnian army against Serb forces, the Kuwait press 
reported Sunday. Adel Mohammad Suleiman AI Ghanem, 
a Kuwaiti, was among 16 Arabs who died Friday in fighting 
against Serb forces, the official KUNA news agency said in 
an unconfirmed report. The 32-year-old, who left Kuwait 
for Bosnia a year ago. died at dawn during clashes around 
"Serb positions," the Al Watan daily added Sunday, 
publishing a photograph of the "martyr." Adel led a group 
of Arab mujahedeen (holy warriors) which the Bosnian 
government had tasked with defending security pockets 
close to Sarajevo," Al Watan said. "The group led several 
attacks against Serb forces, including the last one at dawn 
Friday which targeted Serb forces trying to enter Gorazde 
and Zepa.” it said. "The mujahedeen were able to seize a 
tank and two missile batteries from the enemy during this 
battle in which Adel died,” it said. “Serb forces suffered 
human and material losses in this battle which, ended with 
the death of 15 other Arab fighters and five. Bosnians.” the 
newspaper said. 
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‘Mideast LPG prices 
fall to 1995 low’ 


DUBAI (-R) — Prices for 
exports of. liquefied pet- 
roleum gas (LPG) from the 
Gulf have sunk to their 
lowest level this year because 
of slack gas demand in the 
major’ consumer markets of 
the F&r East. Gulf , traders 
have said. 


Prices for 'LPG. namely 
butane and propane, have 
run across a downturn is re- 
sidential and commercial gas 
use particularly in the main 
Japanese market because of 
warmer weather, they said. 

"For Japanese LPG impor- 
ters it is very difficult now to 
get a profit. 1 ' 1 a Japanese LPG 
trader said. 


Propane for export to the 
Far East was assessed at 
S 140- 150 a tonne fob Middle 
East last weekend, down 


from a high if $235-5240 a 
tonne in February. 

Some traders said the price 
could slide further. 

“Most of the players in the 
(Far) East have taken a 
bearish view. Everyone sees 
the market as long... it looks 
like a long and lousy season 
for LPG." a trader with an 
American gas firm in Dubai 
sadi. 

The price dip is fikey to 
affect the sales revenues of 
the main LPG producers in 
the region Saudi Arabia the 
UAE and Kuwait who export 
14 million tonnes, five million 
tonnes and 2.7 million tonnes 
of LPG respectively. 

Saudi state oil company 
Saudi ARAMCO. the largest 
Gulf exporter of LPG. ack- 
nowledges that a combina- 
tion of weak end-user de- 


mand .and tough monthly- 
term contract prices deman- 
ded by producers may he 
affecting their custnemr base. 

"Several people in fact, 
more traders than end-users, 
have been reducing their 
(Saudi LPG) volumes be- 
cause they cannot move the 
LPG during low prices." a 
source at Saudi ARAMCO's 
marketing division in Saudi 
Arabia said. 

Nearly one half of Saudi 
Arabia's totla LPG exporter 
and one quarter of the 
UAE's exports go to Japan. 
The Japanese market repre- 
sents 45 per cent of Kuwait's 
total exports. 

Japan imports annually 
some 15.1 million tonnes of 
LPG. representing five per 
cent of its primary energy 
use. 


Egyptair prepares for privatisation 


CAIRO (R) — The chairman 
of the national carrier Egyp- 
tair said he was preparing the 
company for privatisation 
with his scheme to raise 
money by launching dollar 
bonds, the government news- 
paper AI Akhbar reported on 
Friday. 


It quoted Chairman 
Mohamed Fa him Rayan os 
saying Egyptair' s bord' would 
meet on August 1 to discuss 
issuing bonds worth $50 mil- 
lion to pay for the six new 
airliners the company is 
buying. 

"This step is in preparation 
for privatising the corpora- 
tion." he added. 


The Egyptian government 
has never indicated any in- 
tention of privatising the air- 
line. which made a massive 
loss of 197 million pounds 
(S59 million) in the financial 
year 1 9093-4. 

Egyptair signed last week 
to buy three Airbus 340-21 MS 
at a total price of between 
$280 million and $285 mil- 
lion. depending on the time 
of delivery-, industry sources 
said. 


It is also buying three 
Boeing 777s and these are 
expected to cost slightly 
more. 

One plan is to give bon- 
dholders dividends in the 


form of free air tickets, but 
the Egyptair board has not 
taken a final decision on 
whether to issue the bonds in 
any form. 

AI Akhbar quoted Rayyan 
as saying that Egypt would 
get $19 million for" each of the 
three old Airbus 3(10- B4S for 
which Airbus Industrie has 
undertaken to find a buyer. 
A local bank will also help 
finance the purchase of the 
aircraft, he added. 

The Egyptian govern- 
ment's slow-moving priva- 
tisation programme has con- 
centrated so far on small pro- 
fitable companies which do 
not dominate their sectors of 
the economy. 


Saudis eye private funds for targeted growth 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia hopes to attract 
private capital to finance its 
new five-year plan which 
aims to put the economy back 
on track after it was hurt by 
weak crude prices, banker's 
said on Friday. 

The kingdom is expected 
to invest an average. $20 
billion a year in its 1995-1999 
development plan to achieve 
the targeted annual growth 
rate of 3.8 per cent at con- 
stant prices, the Saudi-based 
bankers said. 

The bulk of the funds are 
projected to come from the 
private sector as the five-year 
plan envisages lower govern- 
ment expenditure and a large 
part of the budget is allocated 
for financing plans to bolster 
defence capabilities. 

"The.new five-year plan is 


based on rationalisation of 
expenditure and' a growth 
rate higher than that in the 
previous plan." one banker 
said. 

“This shows Saudi Arabia 
is counting on the private 
. sector locaHy and externally. 
This explains the recent in- 
vestment pact with the World 
Bank." 

Riyadh signed an agree- 
ment with the World Bank 
early this month to encourage 
foreigners to invest in asso- 
ciation with the domestic pri- 
vate sector through the 
bank's international invest- 
ment guarantee agency. 

The agreement came a few 
days after the government 
announced its much-deiayed 
development plan, which 
emphasises the role of the 
private sector and the need to 


press ahead with plans to 
privatise key public institu- 
tions. 

"A growth rate of 3.8 per 
cent could be achieved if the 
investment rate targeted in 
the five-year plan is 
achieved.” . a Saudi banker 
said. 


“I believe this is possible^ 
given the enormous potential' 
of the Saudi private sector 
and plans to privatise some 
government facilities.” 
Saudi Arabia has 
announced plans to privatise 
part of its electricity, water, 
telephone and aviation ser- 
vices and slash its 70 per cent 
stake in the giant Saudi Ara- 
bian Basic Industries Cor- 
poration. which has a capital 
of 10 billion riyals ($2.66 
billion). 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Richard Thomas 


ACROSS 
1 Baseball VIPs 
5 Lummox 
9 Actor Johnny 

13 Chameleon kin 

14 Gad 

15 Rink leap 

16 Kind of vote 

17 In balance 

18 — morgana 

19 Foot 

22 Small combo . 

23 Honk 

24 Bin kin 
26 Moda 

28 — king 

29 Ubertine 
31 Alaska city 
35 Yard 

39 U.S. president 
*40 Racetrack 
transactions 

41 Smafi amount 

42 Full of froth 
44 Certain 

Mongolian: var. 
47 Canopy 

50 Trailer 

51 Mite 

57 ‘Charley's — ■“ 

58 Chinese border 
river 

59 Use a gtedarium 

60 Hay or joy end 
6.1 Vein site 

62 Burstyn or 
Barton 

63 Fashionable 
resorts 

64 Hotchpotch 

65 Ruby and 
Sandra 
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DOWN 

1 Gotden Rule 
word 

2 Satiric SaH 

3 Nebraska river 

4 Seamstresses, 
e.g. 

5 Dodnne 

6 Kind of feast 

7 Finished 

8 Stand for 

9 Plant with yellow 
flowers 

10 Glorify 


11 Part of a coroHa 

12 — tectonics 
(branch of 
geology) 

13 Residue 

20 Part of TNT 

21 Criticize 

24 Supply with too 
many sweets 

25 Winnings 

26 Actor Gary of 
Texas 

27 Geom. shape 

28 Take steps 

30 Poet's peepers 

32 So long 

33 Knot on a tree 

34 Tack on 

36 Utters anew 

37 More loyal 

38 Bone: pref. 

43 ‘Field of — " 

45 Diverted 

46 Metallic sound 

47 Peter and Paid 

48 Outfit 


49 Indonesian 
islands 

50 Carpentry item 
52 Disregard 


53 Norse writing 

54 Narrative 

55 Hwys. 

56 Craving 


Jordan offers JD 10m in CDs 


AMMAN ( R) — The Cenrral 
Bank of Jordan said on Sun- 
day it was offering banks JD 
10 million in certificates of 
deposit in this week's auc- 
tion. 

CD Interest yields released 
on Sunday from last week's 
auction rose to a high of 8.50 
per cent from 8.25 per cent 
for three-month paper. 
Yields on six month certifi- 
cates rose to a high of 8.75 
per cent from 8.5C per cent a 
week earlier. 

Outstanding CDs fell to JD 
174.5 million dinars from JD 
183 million last week, with 
more maturing CDs than 
amounts being issued. 

Bankers say the Central 
Bank, concerned with a jump 


in bank credit, is raising in- 
terest rates to discourage spe- 
culative borrowing that could 
derail a policy of keeping a 
tight lid on inflationary press- 
ures. 

Closing day for CD bids 
are next Wednesday?*- banks 
are told the results on Thurs- 
day and CDs are issued on 
Saturday. 

The bank had earlier raised 
the repurchase agreements 
(Repo) as collateral to week- 
ly certificates of deposit 
(CDs), in a move indicating a * 
tighter monetary policy to 
shore up the dinar. 

The Repo rate remained at 
9.25 per cent along with the 
discount rate that was un- 
changed at 8.5 per cent. 


Iran grants licence 
for j oint refinery 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran, work- 
ing around strong U.S. press- 
ure to isolate it. has granted 
domestic firms a licence to 
build a 120.000 barrel per day 
(BPD) oil refinery in a joint 
venture with unnamed Euro- 
pean companies, an official 
said on Saturday. 

“Construction operations 
for the refinery in the zone 
are to be launched with a 
-total of 1.14 billion rials 
($381,000 at she official ex- 
change rate) investment,” 
Behrouz Boushehri, manag- 
ing director of Qeshm Free 
Trade Zone, was quoted by 
the Iranian News Agency 
IRNA- as saying. 

It wasjiot dear from the 
IRNA report the total value 
of the project which would — 
be built on Qeshm Island in 
the Strait of. Hormuz, the only 
entrance to me Gulf wateray 
in southern Iran. 

The. U.S. announced in 
May a unilateral trade and 
investment embargo against 
Iran. It is also opposed to 
western allies getting in- 
volved in Iranian develop- 


Turkish 
farmers 
warn of 
1996 sugar 
deficit 


ANKARA (R) —.Turkish 
beet farmers warned the gov- 
ernment on Friday they 
would decrease sugar output 
next year by sowing in fewer 
areas if this year's base 
prices, to be announced by 
mid-August, are lower than 
their expectations. 

“If farmers are discour- 
aged by new sugar base 
purchase prices, they may 
have to narrow cultivation 
areas by another 100,000 hec- 
tares next year." said Kamil 
Ozdemir . head of Pannkobir- 
lik. a union representing 1.5 
million beet farmers. 

"This will cause sugar im- 
ports in 1996 to rise at least 
two orjhree times this year's 
importsT" he told Reuters. 

He said farmers had 
already reduced areas by 25 
per cent to 300.000 hectares 
in 1995 after last year's “un- 
satisfactory” base price of 
1.000 lira (2.2 U.S. cents) per 
Kg of beet. 

"This year at least 420.000 
hectares should have been 
down to meet the demand." 
Mr. Ozdemir said. 

He said the government 
would "do better to heed 
farmers' call for base price of 
at least 2.5.00 lira (5.5 cents) 
per kg of beet this year." 

Less cultivation areas have 
led Turkey, a net sugar ex- 
porters until last year, to 
import sugar this year to 
meet its rising demand and 
make up for a shortfall in its 
emergency strikes. 

Officials said Turkey had 
imported 317,565 tonnes of 
sugar since early June after 
lowering a customs duty on 
sugar imports via two decrees 
in June to $100 per tonne 
from $400, allowing imports 
of $100,000 tonnes until July 
31. 

The government 
announced a thrid decree on 
Friday to extend the July 31 
deadline to September 30 and 
allow imports of another 
200.000 tonnes of beet and 
cane sugar by private com- 
panies on the lowered duty. 

Mehmet Altun. industry 
ministry deputy undersecret- 
ary. said Turkey would not 
need o fourth extension of 
the deadline. 

He said Turkey’s stare 
sugar factories (Turkscker). 
entitled to import 150.000 
tonnes on the lowered duty, 
had presently sufficient 
emergency slock levels to 
meet demand by October. , 


ment projects like last week's 
$600 million oil and gas ex- 
ploration deal with France's 
total. 

The refinery project has 
been under study for several 
years and Mr. Boushehri said 
that it would be built "in 
cooperation with the Euro- 
pean companies." He did not 
elaborate. 

Iran's existing refineries 
are state-owned but it is mov- 
ing. towards allowing foreign 
involvement in the oil sector to 
tackle hard currency, shor- 
tages. 


Kuwaiti bank says bad debts 
amendment to cost $803m 




KUWAIT (AP) - A con- 
troversial government prop- 
osal designed to make it 
easier for thousands of* 
Kuwaitis to repay some $24 
billion in bad debts from a 
1982 stock market crash will 
cost the state $803.33 million, 
the Al Qabas daily reported 
Sunday. 

' The independent newspap- 
er quoted Ali A) Moussa. the 
bank's deputy governor, as 
telling parliament's economic 
committee Saturday that the 
cost was calculated at $40 
millton a year over 20 years. 

The amendment is ex- 
pected to touch off a major 
confrontation between the 
government and the 50- 
member. opposition- 
dominated nationalassembly 
when it is debated in the 
coming weeks. 

7716 legislature opposes 
government moves it consid- 
ers would let major debtors, 
who include wealthy mem- 
bers of the ruling elite, off the 
hook at a time when the. 
emirate is grappling with un- 
precedented budget deficits. 

The problem has plagued 
the economy since the unoffi- 
cial AI Manakh stock market 
crashed 13 years ago. when 
most of the debt was incur- 
red. 

It was exacerbated by los- 
ses during the seven-month 
Iraqi occupation that ended 
in February 1991. 

The central bank bought 


the debts from nine private 
(banks after liberation. 

I A 1993 law gave the 10,400 
debtors the choice of immedi- 
ate payment of up to 45 per 
cent of what they owed, or an 
interest-free, 12-year prog- 
ramme of annual payments. 
An estimated 84 per cent of 
the total debt is held by 3,174 
debtors. 


starting in SeptentbeM^ 


The amendment was 
drafted after government 
officials and prominent 
businessmen launched a cam- 
paign against the 1993 law. 
which they alleged was un- 
constitutional. 


the 


Earlier this month, 
government endorsed a con- 
troversial bill that would give 
debtors 20 years to repay 
their dues in installments, or 
in five annual installments' 


Parliament believes 
amendment is umecosaiy 
because most debtors have 
the means to make the pay- 
ment making the cqgm. 

.public money unjustified, 
*nd that further Relays m 

repayment discriminates 
against those who have 
already settled their, debts. 

Kuwait's deficit, caused by 
low oil prices and the cost of 
the 1991 Gulf war, for the 
current 1995-96 fiscal year 
stands at $3.96 billion. 

An assembly of debtors 

announced recently they 
r were seeking terms easier* 
than those proposed by the 
government. They want 
those who cannot repay to 
have the option of settling 
their dues from their annual 
profits. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, JULY 24, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Remember a kind word tumeth away 
wrath today. so don't be tempted to criticise others at home. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Early this morning keep some 
promise you have made to one who dwells with you and laier today 
you are able to handle a business affair tactfully. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Handle correspondence and other 
communications in a delightful manner today and get fine results. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21 ) Find sonic way to add to 
present abundance today, but later be careful outside where a tense 
situation could be met. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 211 You made decisinns*this morning which 
should be" put in operation without fail, but you had better try to 
econcomise tonight. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September ‘22V Make a careful plan for 
gainingj'ourjmyawrauns today, hut don't he forceful in public later' 
tonfgjEt- -r-y "v.c . .... 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Get in touch with friends who 
can. help you to gain your fondest wishes. Avoid one who wants to 
burden you with your own troubles. 

SCORPIO; (October 23 to November 21) Getting into some kind of 
outside public project could bring you benefits today. Be charming 
to dose friends and loved ones. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) You begin the new 
week by being highly inspired to gel ahead fast, hut don’t do 
anything jvhich-can jeopardise your good name: 

CAPRICORN: (December 2 2 in January 2U) Doing something 
special for your mate this morning is wise, hut later today avoid one 
who has an eye on your assets. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Go along with a partner's 
plan which is worthwhile since this person is dynamic and has good 
connections. 

PISCES: (February 20 lo March 20) Anything you have in mind 
which could get your added cooperation today from fellow associates 
is good, but” avoid a cranky partner for now. 


Birthstone of July: Ruby — Tiger's Eye 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 
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“I love you* I love you, I love you, I love 
you, ! love you, I love you, I love you. 
There, I’ve met my quota for the week!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME- 
g by Hanri Arnold and MikoArgtrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordnary words. 


LEZBA 


mmmm 

HI 


crass T«uwUMfcS«*>w mg 



EEZ3 


. it 


■ 


• 

■ 
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LARULP 


Lilli 

■1 


| YARNLE 



■ 

■ 

u 



Now arrange the cfrcted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug - 
gested by the above cartoon. * 
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Yesterday's 


Jumbles: 

.Answer 


(Answers tomorrow). 
CHASM DOUGH ADJOIN MAROON 
What the sandtot bait players considered 
their field — A DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 


’NRA’s 
.prospecting 
for oil 




Drowsy Arab markets stable, set to continue slow 


DUBAI (R) — Arab stocks 
were quiet Iasi week, with 
dealers expecting trade to 
continue slow in the next few 
weeks due to the absence' in 
the market of major investors 
who are away on summer 
holidays. 

Kuwait remained the star 
performer, with the mid-year 
stock rally rolling steadily on- 
ward thanks' to good com- 
pany results and hopes that 
parliament will pass a bill 
easing repayment terms for 
S20 billion in bad debt owed 
partly by some listed firms. 

The overall index jumped 
2.3 per cent, or 26 points, in 
the week to 1;13G — its high- 
est level since it was revived 


last year. The index was sus- 
pended for 3 Vi years after 
Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Volumes kept to their re- 
cent ascent, rising another 
2.9 per cent in the week. 
Among blue chips, mobile 
communications jumped 3.6 
per cent to X6U fils and com- 
mercial facilities rose 1.3 per 
cent to 780 fils. Burgan Bank 
was steady- ai 192. 

A flurry of buying activity 
late in the week helped revive 
market confidence .in Egypt, 
after weeks of falling prices 
and heavy-handed official in- 
tervention dented investor 
sentiment. 

This helped slow the recent 


slide in the index, which 
closed slightly down ar 2 1 1 .90 
points from the previous 
week’s 212.69. 

Early in the week exchange 
officials blocked sell orders 
from being registered on the 
exchange system. On Sunday 
the bourse president twice 
halted trading when shares 
kept slipping. 

Stocks on the unofficial 
United Arab Emirates 
bourse mostly stuck close to 
recent levels, with the 
National Bank of Abu Dhabi 
index edging up .*>.73 points 
to 1 .868. 53 7 

Share prices were little 
changed in Qatar and Saudi 


Arabia. 

In Oman, industrials led 
the market slightly higher, 
but dealers said there was 
solid demand for insurance 
shares. 

Investors remained side- 
lined in Jordan amid different 
interpretations of a state 
package of economic re- 
forms. 

In Bahrain, the index 
edged up almost ID points to 
1.312.08. 

Solidere shares on the 
Beirut secondary market 
stuck in a tight band to close 
only slightly lower, despite a 
one-dav genera! strike during 
the week which paralysed 
Lebanon. 
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grave mis- 
take’ 

D irector General of 
the Natural Re- 
sources Authority 
(NRA) Fakhr Eddin 
Daghestani said the 
authority was not qualified 
to prospect for oil because 
it lacks the needed 
expertise. Delivering a lec- 
ture at the Amman- 
Philadelphia Rotary Club, 
Mr. Daghestani said en- 
trusting the NRA with 
j prospect for oil in the 
1980s was a grave mistake. 
Saying highly-qualified 
companies in industrialised 
countries face many diffi- 
culties in conducting stud- 
ies and prospecting works, 
Mr. Daghestani asked how 
the authority, which is a 
government institution, 
could be requested to carry 
out such works. Such a 
process, he said, is very 
complicated and the author- 
ity, with its limited human 
resources, cannot conduct 
studies that might cost $80 
million. He said since the 
beginning of the 1980s dll 
the beginning of 1994 the 
authority spent about $300 
million on prospecting for 
oil and gas. The NRA direc- 
tor general attributed the 
failure to find oil in com- 
mercial quantifies in Jordan^ 
to the lack of serious work* 
(Al Aswaq). ‘ ^ 

** The Cabinet agreed to 
second two .financial experts 
to the Palestinian self-rule 
areas for a one-year term 
that can be renewed. The 
two experts will be helping 
y the Palestine National 
Authority (PNA) in prepar- 
ing general budgets and 
other financial matters. In 
its meeting Saturday under 
the chairmanship of Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, the Cabinet also 
approved signing a protocol 
with France, under whose 
.terms the French govern- 
ment would offer 96 mil- 
lion French francs (JD L4.5 
million) to finance several 
development projects. The 
minister of finance was au- 
thorised to sign the proto- 
col on behalf of the gov- 
ernment. The Cabinet also 
approved exchanging mem- 
oranda with Japan on a 
grant agreement. Under the 
agreement, Japan will offer 
Jordan a 550-million-yen 
grant (about $6,400,000) to 
be used in purchasing agri- j 
cultural equipment (Al 
Dustour). 

,.** A ministerial committee 
approved converting, the 
Public Transport 
Corporation .into a com- 
mercial, public sharehold- 
ing company before pri- 
vatising it The committee 
also entrusted a German 
company with the task of 
conducting studies and field 
surveys on the transport 
sector in Jordan. The 
German company will have 
to present its conclusions 
to the Council of Ministers 
within less than nine 
months (AI Ra’i). 


** Director General of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) Umayya Touqan de- 
nied that a Jewish bank was 
// \ granted approval to invest 

f ^ i n the Jordanian bourse. 

,/ 1 ?- The statement was made in 

^ \ response to an article pub- 

^ ' T. | lish by AI Aswaq Thursday 
rfjl 1 >1 >which said that a Jewish 
p bank was granted such an 
TZ ■'kS'-' approval two years ago (AI 


Iran cleric urges tough penalties in fraud case 


NICOSIA (R) — A senior 
Iranian cleric has accused the 
judiciary of favouring “big 
shots" and called for harsh 
penalties in a high-profile 
fraud case involving the 
brother of a powerful govern- 
ment figure, 

“When people of low rank 
commit a crime or an off- 
ence. they are immediately 
pursued, imprisoned, locked 


up and ruined.” Ayatollah 
Ali Akbar Meshkini said in a 
sermon in the holy city ol 
Oom. 

“However when we find 
some big shot, they merely 
move him from one town to 
another and give him anorher 
post, mavbe even higher than 
his previous post."" 

The sermon, reported by 
Iranian Television arid moni- 


Russia steps up pressure on 
Azerbaijan over Caspian oil 


BAKU (AFP) — Russia has 
stepped up pressure on Azer- 
baijan as the deadline 
approaches for a key decision 
■on export routes for oil from 
the Caspian Sea. but rhe au- 
thorities in Baku are trying to 
keep their options open. 

Azerbaijan is engaged in a 
delicate diplomatic juggling 
act as Russia. Turkey. Geor- 
gia. Iran and Western oil 
companies compete for the 
rights to extract and transport 
the rich Caspian reserves. 

A 12-company internation- 
al consortium including ma- 
jor U.S. oil firms signed a 7.5 
billion-doliar deal last 
September to extract some 
four billion barrels of Azer- 
baijani crude. 

However, the export route 
four the oil is now the subject 
of hard bargaining among the 
parties to what was dubbed 
the “contract of the century.” 

-Working groups ser up by 
the consortium io study the 
rival pipeline projects are due 
to decide by the end^of Au- 
gust which export route will 
be used for transporting the 
Azerbaijani oil. But Baku 
will have the final say. 

In Baku last week, senior 
Russian lawmaker Vladimir 
Shumeiko said Moscow' was 
■'against the direct presence 
of U.S. strategic interests in 
Azerbaijan." 

He also rejected a proposal 
to divide the Caspian Sea into 
national sectors, which is 
favoured by Azerbaijan. 

The legal' status of the vast 
inland sea has not been re- 
vised since the former Soviet 
Union and Iran signed 
treaties in 1921 and 1910. 

Mr. Shumeiko. speaker of 
the Federation Council, said 
on returning to Moscow that 
| his visit had been aimed at 
"defending Russia's strategic 
interests." in the oil sector. 

His thinly veiled warning 
was echoed by a senior Rus- 
sian foreign ministry official, 
who to/d Interfax news agen- 
cy Saturday that Moscow had 
planned "tough measures to 
■ persuade Azerbaijan and 
several other countries in the 
Caspian Sea region to adopt a 
more realistic position." 

“It is not a matter of using 
force, but the plan provides 
for economic and other 
means of influence." he said. 

A division of the Caspian 
into national sectors would 
"leave Russia with nothing 
but Astrakhan and the Volga 
river delta." he added. 

U.S. companies have had 
a large stake in the Caspian 
consortium. Apart from Ex- 
xon. Amoco has a 17 per cent 
share. Unocal 11 per cent. 
.McDermott 2.5 per cent. 
Pennzoil 9.8 per cent and 
Ramco two per cent. 

The other participants are: 
British Petroleum with 1 7 per 
cent, the Norwegian com- 


pany Statoil with 8.5 per cent 
and the giant Russian com- 
pany Lukoil, which has 10 
per cent. 

Moscow is exerting press- 
ure on Azerbaijan to opt for 
an oil pipeline which will 
cross Russian territory north 
of the Caucasus mountains, 
reaching the Black Sea port 
of Novorossiysk. 

An existing pipeline from 
Baku to Novorossiysk passes 
through war-ravaged 
Chechenya. but a future 
route will skirt the breakaway 
republic, with a link to a 
planned pipeline for oil ex- 
ports from Kazakhstan's Ten- 
giz field. 

Vice-President of the 
Azerbaijani state oil com- 
pany Ilkham Aliyev said Fri- 
day that Baku envisaged 
three possible routes for ex- 
porting its oil from the Azeri. 
Chirad and Guneshli fields in 
the Caspian: pipelines cros- 
sing Georgia or Russia, or via 

l ran - .•» j 1 l hob I 

On April 4 Azerbaijan 
announced it was ceding half 
of its 20 per cent share in the 
international consortium to 
the U.S. company Exxon and 
the Turkish company Tpao. 
with each getting five per 
cent. Tpao's share was later 
increased to 6.75 per cent 
amid pressure from Ankara: 

Baku’s announcement re- 
versed on earlier pledge by 
Azerbaijan to give a quarter 
of its share to the Iranian 
national oil company. 

However, after protests 
from Tehran, Azerbaijani 
presidential adviser Vafa 
Gulizade said Iran would get 
a share of a future second 
“contract of the century." to 
develop Azerbaijan's oil. 

The United States, which 
slapped a unilateral economic 
embargo on Iran for allegedly 
sponsoring terrorism, put 
pressure on Azerbaijan to 
leave Tehran out of the deal. 

Meanwhile. Turkey is 
pressing for an alternative 
route for the Azerbaijani oil 
— to the Turkish Mediterra- 
nean port of Yumurtalik. The 
pipeline would first pass 
through Georgia. 

An accord has already 
been signed to export an un- 
specified quantity of early 
Azerbaijani oil across Geor- 
gia. but Georgia's existing 
pipeline is in poor shape. 

A Western oil expen in 
Moscow told AFP that under 
Russian pressure Azerbaijan 
might still “opt for both pipe- 
line routes, even if the 
quantity of early oil does not 
justify that." 

Amid increasing rivalry in 
the strategic region. Turkey 
recently restricted the pas- 
sage of Russian oil tankers 
through the Bosphorous. 

However. Russia later 
reached an accord to ship the 
oil across the Black Sea to the 
Bulgarian port of Burgas and 
then via a future pipeline to 
the Greek port of Alexandro- 
polis. 


Bahraini firm in $30m deal 


MANAMA (R) — The 
Bahrain-based Islamic In- 
vestment Company of the 
Gulf (IICG) said on Sunday 
it would provide a $3(1 million 
syndicated lease financing 
facility to two Pakistani 
firms. 

A company statement said 
National Refinery . Limited 
and Sui Southern Gas Li- 
mited would each get,-SI5 
million. Both companies are 
8(1 per cent controlled by the 
Pakistani government. 

An IICG official said the 
[hree-vear financing facilities 


would he used to purchase 
equipment for refining and 
eas transmission. The agree- 
ments were signed in London 
on Friday. 

Last month. IICG said it 
would provide a $15 million 
syndicated jei fuel financing 
facility to PIA Investments 
Limited, a subsidiary nf 
Pakistan International Air- 
lines (PIA). 

IICG is the investment 
banking arm of the Genevu- 
hased Dar Al Mai Al Islumi 
group. 


tored by the British Broad- 
casting Corporation on Satur- 
day night, appealed directly 
to* top Judge ‘ Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi 'who on 
Friday denounced govern- 
ment critics as undermining 
the Islamic system. 

“Ayatollah Yazdi. the big 
shots are those very people 
who have stolen 1.2 billion 
rials.” Ayatollah Meshkini 
said in a reference to the case 
in which the brother and 
seven other men are accused 
of defrauding state-run bank 
saderat of an amount worth 
about $400 million at the 
official exchange rate and of 
sabotaging Iran's economy. 

The accused. Morteza 
Rafiqdoust is a brother of 
Mohsen Rafiqdoust. who was 
reappointed by supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei on Saturday as 
head of Bonyud-e- 
Mostazafan-va-Janbazan 
(Foundation for the deprived 
and war disabled). 

The foundation is Iran’s 
largest economic organisa- 
tion running industries worth 
billions of dollars from car 
plants to hotels. 

Mohsen Rafiqdoust. who is 
also a senior Revolutionary 
Guards officer, is not directly 


involved in the case. But ihe 
court asked him on Tuesday 
to give evidence in the case 
which is widely seen in Iran 
as a challenge' to one of its 
most powerful figures. 

Speaking of those charged 
in Tran's largest fraud trial 
since the 197y Islamic revolu- 
tion. Ayatollah Meshkini said 
in his appeal to Mr. Yazdi: 
"These are jour big shots. 
Their offence is bigger than 
then brains. Now. I am 
making this plea for justice. 
We hope you will carry out 
your duties and gain the’ peo- 
ple’s attention.'" 

Mr. Yazdi has been criti- 
cised in the Iranian media for 
alleged inaction over the case 
which was only brought into 
(he open this year, four years 
after rhe fraud was said to 
have been committed. 

The judicial authorities 
should "take the utmost care 
to find the culprits reveal to 
the public the offences com- 
mitted identify' the offenders 
— whoever they may be and 
whatever their positions, past 
records or uniform." Ayatol- 
lah Meshkini said. 

The authorities should 
"suck the money out of their 
filthy guts, firmly and de- 
cisively and give them what 
they deserve." he added. 
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Furnished Apartment 

Located In estabfished area on 
ulet road within 


I il'nlii 


Three bedrooms (or 2 
bedrooms and an office ) 
Telephone, covered car garage, 
central and solar heating, 
satellite dish, water well. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
810605 >810609 
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FOR RENT 





81 6690 
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DOLLAR 


For Rent 


renta car | j Deluxe Furnished 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shmeiscmi 
Tel: 693399 


ocand Unfurnished 

Villas apartments 

land office Space 

c 

oTo Suit -ali Budgets 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pjn. 

6:30 - 11:30 pjn. 

* TeU 861638 




Quality in Lamps, lighting 

and, electrical materials 

OSRAM 

Germany 

SCHWABE 

Germany 

WOFI 

Germany 
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Italy 
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Italy 
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Italy 

AND OTHERS 
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AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 6382X2 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 



. .UP TO 50% 


BADIA BOUTIQUE 

ExI: Ranbow St. 

Tel: 657094 




Unique gold & gems jewelry, 
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Indurain wins record 
5th Tour de France title 


LIMOGES. France (AP) — 
Miguel Indurain won the 
Tour de France for a record 
fifth consecutive time Sun- 
day. finishing the 20th and 
final stage with a lead of 4 
minutes. 35 seconds over his 
nearest rival. 

He finished in the pack on 
the Champs Elysees on a 
bright sunny day that empha- 
sised the yellow’ jersey he has 
worn since July 9. when he 
won the Sth stage individual 
time trial. 

Belgian Eddy Merckx 
Frenchmen Jacques Anquetil 
and Bernard Hinault have 
also won five tours but Indu- 
rain was the first who did it in 
consecutive years. 

Alex Zulie of Switzerland 
was second, the fifth different 
runner-up to Indurain in the 
Tour de France. Bjame Riis 
of Denmark was third, more 
than six minutes behind. 

Sunday's stage was a large- 
ly ceremonial 'ride from St. 
Genevieve des Bois to Paris. 
155 kilometres to end on the 
Champs Elysees. 

Djamolidine Abdoujapar- 
ov of Uzbekistan won rhe 
final stage usually reserved 
for sprinters in the final eight 
laps up and down rhe famous 
French Avenue. 

Indurain's Banesto team- 
mates led him onto the 
Champs the first lime to the 
cheers of the crowd estimated 


at about 500.000 people with 
numerous Spanish fans and 
flags in view. 

Then Indurain stayed 
mostly in the back of the pack 
for rhe final ride. Usually he 
was in the front, watching 
over things but he preferred 
to stay out of the way of the 
mad sprint to the finish Sun- 
day in sharp contrast to the 
rest of the 23 days. 

Indurain showed he was in 
control all the way on the 
clockwise loop of approx- 
imately 3.635 kilometres. He 
demonstrated that in four 
consecutive stages on the 
second weekend when he 
took the first individual time 
trial and was second in three 
different types of stages that 
put the distance between him 
and«his’ major rivals: 

In the mountains he would 
let his teammates pace him 
then took over in .the final 
climb to minimise the mar- 
gins and sometimes put gaps 
on his major rivals who could 
not keep up the pace day- 
after-day. 

' Although Indurain's mar- 
gin was his smallest since 
1991 when he won by 3:36 
over Gianni Bugno. ' there 
was still little doubt he was 
still the dominant rider from 
the stan. 

Zulle was the fifth different 
person to come in second 
behind Indurain. 



Miguel Indurain 


De Ferran grabs pole in Cleveland 


CLEVELAND (R) — Brazi- 
lian Indvcar rookie Gil de 
Ferran used a record-setting ’ 
qualifying lap Saturday to 
break Canadian Jacques' Vil- 
leneuve’s recent stranglehold ‘ 
on the pole position for 
Cleveland Grand Prix. which 
was to stan late Sunday. 

The 28-year-old de Ferran. 
driving a Reynard Mercedes- 
Benz. snatched the pole on 
the last lap of qualifying with 
an all -rime road circuit speed 
record for an Indy Car. 

With a track record time of 
57.815 seconds, rhe Brazilian 
recorded a qualifying speed 
of 147.512 miles’ per hour 
(237.391 kph) on the Burke 


Lakefront Airport Road Cir- 
. cuit to earn his first Indvcar 
series pole in only his 12th 
'career race. 

Villeneuve. who had 
staned from pole in the last 
three races, was second fas- 
' test in 57.826 in his Reynard 
Ford-Cos worth. 

De Ferran said that after a 
disappointing morning prac- 
tice. his crew found a better 
• set-up for the car. The rest 
was up to the Brazilian. "For 
qualifying, we made the car 
better and then it was a mat- 
ter of what is called taking 
the car to the limit." he said. 

Villeneuve. the series 
championship leader with 


three wins this- season, had 
made a habit of winning the 
pole on his last qualifying lap. 
On Saturday, however. Vil- 
leneuve's fastest lap came 
much earlier. 

“We did our fast lap half- 
way through the session so I 
knew we were in trouble." 
admitted the Canadian whose 
late attempt for a faster lap 
on the 10-tum. 2.369-mile 


(3.812 km) circuit was ham- 
pered by traffic. 

“On those last two laps ' 
while I was on a fast lap. two 
other competitors were in my ' 
way.” Villeneuve explained. 

American Bryan Herta 
jumped from 15th to third 
place on the 27-car starting 
grid in his Reynard Ford- 
Cosworth with a time of 
57.58. ’ 



INVITATION TO RETENDER THE 
SUPPLY OF EQUIPMENT TO THE 
NEW FACULTY OF EDUCATIONAL 
SCIENCES AT YARMOUK UNIVERSITY 
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING (ICB) 

1- The Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan has received a loan related to Human Resources 
Development Project from the International Bank of 
.Reconstruction and Development the World Bank and 
intends to apply part of proceeds of this loan to eligible 
payments for the supply of the goods and services 
covered by this invitation 

2- The Respective purchasers namely: 

Yarmouk University in Irbid. 

hereby invite local and international suppliers of 
educational equipment in subject being taught in the 
Faculty of Educational Sciences of YU to apply for 
bidding documents and to submit tenders (bids) for the 
equipment to be provided to the various laboratories, 
workshops and classrooms of the faculty. 

3- interested eligible bidders may obtain further 
Information and inspect the Bidding Documents at The 
Liaison Office of Yarmouk University located at the 
Higher Council for Science and Technology building 
Inside the campus of the Royal Scientific Society, in 
Amman between hours 9:00 a.m. to 1 :00 p.m. Saturday 
through Wednesday beginning July 23, 1995 to Aug. 9, 
1995. 

4- A complete set of Bidding Documents may be 
obtained from the above referred office upon 
submission of a written application and payment of a 
non- refundable fee. All payments will oo made by a bank 
draft or certified bank check in the currency of the 
purchaser’s choice or in cash made out in favour of the 
Yarmouk University. Price of purchasing the documents 
would be the equivalent amount of Jordanian Dinars as 
follows: 

- For delivery to personal caifers JD 15.000 per lot. 

- For delivery by local mail to local Bidders by courier 
Service JD 25.000 per lot plus JD 50 for all lots. 

Bids will be priced and submitted separately for 
each individual Lot. Contracts will be awarded on a Lot 
(by/Lot) basis to the lowest evaluated bidders who 
would prove capable to carry out the requirements of 
the contracts to be signed. Bidders could be awarded, 
more than one contract of each. 

Closing date for the bid submission will be noon of 
September 23. 1995. Bids shall have a validity of 90 
days and will be accompanied by a bid security to the 
value of about 3% of the Bid Price and of duration of 120 
days. 

Yarmouk University 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apartments for rent. Super deluxe, 3 
bedrooms, 3 baths, noise & weatherproof^ 
conffcd-'iiiBating;-.'iiienar -bUlldihgi,' new furniture: , 

Owner lives in building . 

For more info, call Shams 839418, 839417 



INVITATION TO RETENDER THE 
SUPPLY OF EQUIPMENT TO THE 
NEW FACILITY OF EDUCATION 
SCIENCES AT MU’TAH UNIVERSITY 
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE 
BIDDING (ICB) 

1 - The Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has 

received a loan related to Human Resources Development 
project from the International Bank of Reconstruction and 
Dcve! opment-the World Bank - and intends to apply part of 
proceeds of this loan to eligible payments for the supply of the 
goods and services covered by this invitation. 

2 - The Respective purchasers namely. 

Mu’tah University in Kaxak. 

hereby invite local and international suppliers of educational 
equipment in subject being taught in the Faculty of Education 
Sciences of MU to apply for bidding documents and to submit 
tenders (bids) for the equipment to be provided to the various 
laboratories, workshops and classrooms of the Faculty. 

3 - Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information and 

inspect the Bidding Documents at the liaison office of Mu'tah 
University located at Samir Rifai St. Jabal Amman between 
hours 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday through Wednesday 
beginning July 22,1995 to Aug. 9. 1995. 

4 - A complete set of Bidding Documents may be obtained from 

the above referred office upon submission of a written 
application and payment of a noo-refundable fee. All 
payments will be made by a bank draft or certified bank 
check in the currency of the purchaser's choice or in cash 
made out in favour of the Mu'tah University. Price of 
purchasing the documents would be the equivalent, mount of 
Jordanian Dinars as follows: 

- For Delivers' to personal callers JD 15.000 per lot. 

- For delivery by local mail to local Bidders by courier Service 
JD 25:000 per Lot plus JD 50 for all Lots. 

Bids will be priced and submitted separately for each individual Lot. 
Contracts will be awarded on a Lot (by/Loi) basis to the lowest 
evaluated bidders who would prow capable to carry’ out the 
requirements of the contracts to be signed. Bidders could be 
awarded more than one contract of each. 

Closing date for the bid submission will be noon of September 23, 
1995. Bids shall have a validity of 90 days and will be 
accompanied by a bid security* to the value of about 3*# of the 
Bid Price and of duration of 120 days. 

rffe Mu’tah University 


Doohan 
powers to 
1st 

Donington 

triumph 


DONINGTON. England 
(AFP) — World cham- 
pionship leader Mick 
Doohan powerd his Honda to 
victory at the British 50l)cc 
Grand Prix Sunday and then 
admitted: “I didn't think l 
was going to catch Darryl 
Beattie." 

A first win at Donington 
Park enabled Doohan fo ex- 
tend his ( championship lead to 
15 points over fellow Austra- 
lian Beattie, who finished 
second on a Suzuki. 

But Doohan said: "Darryl 
deserves a lot of credit for the 
work he did at the start of the 
race. 

"Darryl really took off and 
I thought it was going to be a 
tough task to catch him. Then 
when I did catch him. I 
thought it was going .to be 
another job pulling away. 

"But I am happy with the 
way the Honda has worked 
all weekend, particularly 
here at Donington. which has 
not been one of my favourite 
raretracks and possibly still 
isn't.” 

Beattie responded: "I rode 
as hard as 1 could at the start 
and made up some time on 
Mick and thought it was 
going to be good for a while. 

“But Mick put in some 
good times and managed to 
get by me and I just couldn't 
reply." 

American Scott Russell 
had been ruled out of the 
race following a crash in the 
morning warm-up session. 

The former world super- 
bike champion suffered head 
and wrist injuries after collid- 
ing with French rider Jean- 
Pierre Jeandat. 

Russell, riding a Suzuki, 
hit Jeandat 's Suzuki on the 
approach to the Esses at the 
end of the 20-minute untimed 
practice. 

* Both riders were taken to 
the circuit's medical centre 
and after treatment both 
withdrew from the Grand 
Prix. with Jeandat sustaining 
a broken wrist in the inci- 
dent. . 


Colombia hammers U.S. 
to finish in third place 


MALDONADO. Uruguay 
(AP) — First-half goals by 
Luis Quinonez and Carlos 
Valderrama helped earn Col- 
ombia some revenge for their 
world cup setback as it beat 
the United States 4-1 late 
Saturday to rake third place 
at the Copa America. 

Quinonez gave Colombia 
at the lead in the 3Jst and 
Valderrama added his seven 
minutes later. After Faustino 
Asprilla scored on the re- 
bound off keeper Rene 
Higuita's free kick off the 
crossbar in the 50th. Joe-Max 
Moore gave the Americans 
their only goal on a penal tv in 
the 52nd. 

Freddy Rincon completed 
the scoring in the 76th for the 
Colombians. 

U.S. manager Steve Samp- 
son made a number of 
changes to try out new play- 
ers who .had not piaved in the 
tournament, including Jovan 
Kirovski for striker Eric 
Wynalda. who was sidelined 
by an injury. 

U.S. backs Paul Caligiuri 
and Mike Lappcr failed to 
control the skillful Col- 
ombian midfield of Valderra- 
ma and Rincon, who repe- 
atedly fed Quinones and 
Asprilla. 


COPA 

AMERICA 


Half an hour into the 
game. Quinonez scored from 
a pass by Asprilla and seven 
minutes’ la'ter the veteran 
Valderrama made it 2-0. 

scoring over the head of 
keeper Kasey Keller from a 
pass by Quinones.. 

Colombia coach Hernan 
Gomez said Saturday's result 
meant that “we can leave 
aside the word failure." 

"We came hoping to end 
up among the top four. This 
result is 'reassuring for our 
future." he said. 

The victory avenged the 
Colombians' 2-1 loss last year 
in the World Cup. a loss 
which eliminated the pre- 
tournament favourites from 
the championship. Last 
month. Colombia played the 
Americans to a 0*0 draw in 
U.S. Cup *95. giving the Un- 
ited States the title in the 
four-team exhibition touma- 


^The Colombians finished 

“sTmpson attributed his 
side's defeat to -our exhaus- 
tion after the gigantic march 

against Brazir 'n 'hesemifin- 

als Friday, which the Atner 

,C3 "We L fielded a lot of substi- 
tutes because of 
eluding Wynalda and Thinnas 
Dooley.” Sampson said. 
-With our full team the result 
might have been different. 

Midfielder Tab Ramos was 
bitten by a spider, and the 
medicine he took caused an 
aiergic reaction. Sampson 

said. « 

Ramos, who replaced 
Mike Sorber in the 37th mi- 
nute. said "we were, climbing 
step bv step and hoping to 
reach the finals, but we stum- 
bled against Brazil and our 
motivation to play for third 
place was not- as high as in 
previous games.*’ 

Sampson, who was named 
as coach on an interim basis, 
said he hoped to continue to 
train rhe team, but would 
support any decision made by 
U.S. League President Alan 
Rothenberg, “even if he 
chooses a foreign coach." 


Norway anti-nuclear 
protest fizzles out 


OSLO (R) — A much-touted 
Norwegian protest against 
French nuclear testing turned 
into a whimper Saturday as 
Norway and France drew 0-0 
in a friendly soccer match. 

Most of the 12.030 specta- 
tors brandished leaflets with 
a "Non” printed inside a 
nuclear mushroom cloud as 
the Ftfnch national anthem 
was played* before the stan of 
the match at Oslo's Ullevaal 
Stadium:, . 

But the crowd resorting to 
normal behaviour, then 
happily cheered on the 
national team and failed to 
comply with calls from 
Norwegian players to chant 
aijti-nuclear slogans-, instead. 

. Activists, however, .sajd 


they were happy that most 
spectators had displayed the 
token protest against 
France's recent decision to 
resume nuclear testing in the 
Pacific. 

“We are very pleased with 
tonight's campaign." said a 
woman activist handing out 
leaflets outside a gate. 
"Almost everyone came' to us 
and said they wanted to hold 
a banner. It is all because of 
Lars Bohinen. who raised the 
issue." - 

Bohinen.. a Norway and 
Nottingham Forest midfiel-. 
der. made headlines when he 


announced Tuesday that he 
would boycott the French 
match in " protest at Paris' 
atomic policies. 

The Norwegian Players' 
Council, led by team captain 
and goalkeeper Erik Thor- 
stvedr. backed Bohinen's 
decision but shied away from 
own protests on the pitch 
apparently after a warning 
from FIFA, world soccer's 
governing body, not to mix 
sport and politics. 

French team officials said . 
the crowd protest' had not 
influenced the match at all 
because it was done re^pect- 
fullv. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First-floor, independent apartment, with garden and 
separate garage. Consists of two bedrooms, spacious 
kitchen, guest room, sitting room, dining room, maid 
room, glassed-in veranda, independent central heating, 
telephone. With luxurious furniture. 

Please call tel. 665711 or 664256. 


FORRENT 

Suweif iyeh Del r Ghobar near US . Embassy 

Six deluxe apartments, two bedrooms, kitchen, 
bathroom, separate heating, lift, new building and 
new furniture. 

Tel. 695042 



Want a Bsc or BA in the subject of your 
choice studying in British Universities. 
We guarantee your acceptance, 
if you study 


THE FOUNDATION YEAR 

AT RAWDAT AL-MA'AREF 
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGE 
in Amman - no need for 
O or A levels . 


For more information 
Please call Public Relations. 
828949-(oxt. 18/30) 


Announcement issued by (JUST) 

Jordan University of Science & Technology 
Tender No. (36/95) 

Jordan University of Science 4 Technology (JUST) Invites tocal 
Jordanian 4 iniemattonar Vendors to submit bids for the purpose of 
rebuilding the computing environment ot (JUST) Including systems 
hardware, systems software, and networking hardware & software. 
Submission of the documents should be in accordance with the 
following conditions: 

1* The Tender Documenls can be obtained from the secretary of 
the central tendering connniuee during worWna hours (Sal-Wed) 
at a non- refundable foe ot JD 35 (Thirty Five Jordanian Dinars.) 


P" FURNISHED FLAT (SEMI-VILLA)- 
FOR RENT 

Super deluxe - not rented before. 300 sq.m - Amman - 
Tariq area. 3 bedrooms, 2 living rooms, 3 bathrooms, 
large kitchen with maid ‘s room, central heating, back? 
yard garden with terrace. To be furnished wifrin one 
week after inspection (to suit tenant’s needs). 

For contact: Tel 603880 from 9 am - 2 PM. " 


FOR RENT 

LOCATION AT UM UTHAINA 

A furnished basement in a deluxe villa, consisting 
of one bedroom, dining room, large salon, kitchen 
and bathroom. This will include the uses of hot 
water and central heating ail over the year. . 

Please calf 696709 Amman (ask for Marwan). 



Z- Tender proposals should be submitted by hand 
to the chaiiman of the central tendering comm 
not later than 12:00 noon, Sunday April 20th 1 


3- Each tender shall be accompanied by tender bid 
bond In favour of the Jordan University ot Science 
& Technology Chairman of Central Tendorfng 
Committee drawn from or approved by an accredited 
bank In Jordan in an amount not less than 
five percent (5%) of the total tender sum such 
bond shall remain valid for a period Of not less than three 
rnonihs from tho closing date of the tender submission. 

Tender proposals not abiding by tho above mentioned 
conditions and the conditions mentioned In the tender 
documents wfff noi be considered. 

Chairmen, Central Tenders Committee 
Dr. Ham ad Dewalry— .... ■ 


Furnished Semi-Villa For Renl 

Consists of three bedrooms, salon) 
kitchen and bathroom. Located in 
western Amman, Dahiat Al Rabiya 
Please call tel. 667544 


~ JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A Leading company is in search of a marketing ; 
sales manager, with the following qualifications 

1- A minimum BA. university degree in busines: 

2- A minimum of S years experience in food 
business. 

3- Fluent in English. 

Applicants please send C.V. to- 
The General Manager 
P.O.Box 6141 
Amman - Jordan 
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CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PfflLJfDELPHIfl 

Harrison Ford with 
William Dafe & 
Anne Archer 
in 

Clear & Present 
Danger 

Shows* 123a 330, 6:15, 830, 1030 

CINEMA TEL: 699238 

pirns 

Kamal Shinnawl 
& Ilham Shahin 
in 

Easy to Get 

( Arabic ) 

Shows: 1230. 330. 5:00. 8:30. 1030 

CINEMA TEL:677420 

CONCORD 

C0NC0R0 “1" 

MAVERICK 

Shows: 3:15, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “ 2 " 

BABY’S Pay 
Out 

Shows: 12:30. 5:00 

ammoon thehtrii 

TEL:618274 - 618275 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“sumaa"’ 

IN 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh 


|Mfl ffl ftadria) theatre 

TEL.-675571 

Presents 

KABARET 

Abeer Issa 
Ghassan Mashim 

with Amer khamash. Khalil 
Jahmani. Mohammad Hussein! 

. and Issam Al Hanbali 
The theatre closes on Monday 
Performances start at 8:30 p.m. 


NabU & Hishaxn's Tel:625155 

Wim THEATRE 

presents 

(Ahlan Tatbee’) 

Welcome 

Normalisation 

Shows start at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation p i eaS e call 
tel - 625155 Amman 
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Agassi nears 1st title as no. 1 1 Muster beats Apell to take 8th title of year 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Top-seeded Andre Agassi 
had his roughest match of 
the tournament Saturday 
holding off number 4 Todd 
Manin 64. 7-6 (7-5) in the 
semifinals of the £675,000 
ATP Washington Classic. 

Agassi, who has yet to 
win a tournament since 
moving up to No. I in the 
computer rankings 14 
weeks ago. will meet 
second-seeded Stefan 
Edberg in the final. 

Edberg, the defending 
champion, defeated No. 13 
Patrick Rafter of Australia 
^•5, 5-7. 6-2 in the semifin- 
als. 

Sunday's, match marks 
the first time since 1989 the 
top two seeds will meei in 
the finals of the 26-year-old 
event. Tim Mayotte and 
Brad Gilbert, the finalists . 
on that occasion, .were in 
attendance Saturday. 
Mayotte as an analyst for 
the Prime Network Tele- 
casr and Gilbert as Agassi's 
coach. 

Unlike his three previous 
matches, in which he drop- 
ped just 15 of 51 games 
without losing a set. Agassi 
had problems with the 6- 
foot-6 ( 198-cemimetre) 
Martin, the tallest player 
on the ATP Tour. 

Agassi had lontrol of the 
match in the firsr set. then 
ran into trouble in the 
second. Trailing 4-3, but 
still on service, Agassi fell 
behind love-40 before run- * 
ning off five straight points. 

Agassi was then unable 
to convert six different 


Norris taken 
to hospital 
after bout 

LONDON (R) — American 
.Orlin Norris was taken to 
hospital after losing his 
World Boxing Association : 
(WBA) cruise rweight title in 
an eighth-round knockout by , 
compatriot Nate Miller on 
Saturday. 

Texan Norris, 29, was 
counted out by English re- 
. feree John Coyle, then re— 
- ceived oxygen as he stayed o*t, 

! the canvas, before being car", 
: tied out of the London Arena 
; ring on a stretcher. 

Norris was taken to the 
1 Royal London Hospital but a 
; British Boxing Board doctor 
; later said the American was 
: sitting np and talking, 
although he would be kept in 
. overnight. 

* After Nonis went to hos- 
pital, Briton Nigel Benn re- 
tained his World Boxing 
Council (WBC) super- 
middleweight title when he 
stopped Vincenzo Nardiello 
of Italy. 


•Wasbingtoh, 
^ Classic:^' 


break opportunities in the- 
next game "before Martin 
finally managed to hold 
serve. Each player held ser- 
vice. setting up the tie 
breaker. 

They split the first six 
points, then' Agassi won 
three of the next five to 
wrap up the match. 

“i don't think it's abso- 
lutely essential lo play a 
tough match like this head- 
ing into the final,” Agassi 
said. “If you can get all 
easy matches on the way to 
final, then it's great. I’m 
just glad to get out of this 
one with a win." 

Martin had won three of 
eight previous meetings 
with Agassi. 

“You don't have to play 
a perfect match to beat 
Andre — 1 made a number 
of mistakes and still felt I 
had a good chance to win,” 
Martin said. “However, 
he's playing very well right 
now and has a lot of 
weapons. I'm pleased with 
the way I played this week, 
but I'm not happy with the 
result, of course.” 

Edberg broke Rafter's 
service often and early to 
earn his ninth victory in as 
many matches in the na- 
tion's capital. 

After relatively easy vic- 
tories in his first two match- 


es, Edberg struggled in Fri- 
day’s quarterfinals. 

Following a 3-hour, 50- 
minute rain delay, he ral- 
lied from a 2-5 deficit in the 
final set to defeat unseeded 
Cristiano Caratti 6-4, 5-7, 
7-6 (7-1). 

In his match Saturday, 
Edberg took control 
against Rafter early, win- 
ning the first set, only to 
lire in the second as the 
22-y ear-old Aussie found 
his second wind. 

* But Edberg opened the 
third set with consecutive 
breaks to take a 4-0 lead 
and was never headed in 
the 750th victory of his 
career, tops ’ among active 
tour players. 

‘‘I was very tired at the 
end of the match. It's very 
tough physically .and men- 
tally to win here in 
Washington,” Edberg said. 
“This is probably the hot- 
test and mosf humid week 
of the year here, and some- 
times you wonder what 
you're doing our there in 
the first place.** 

Rafter also said he felt 
the effects of having played 
late matches the previous 
night. 

“I rhink what really hurt 
me was the fact I played 
doubles so late last night,” 
said. Rafter, whose doubles 
match with fellow Austra- 
lian Mark Phiiippoussis 
lasted unril 10:30 p.m. Fri- 
day (0230 GMT).” My 
shoulder and elbow were 
really hurting me, and I 
couldn't get anything into 
my serves." 


STUTTGART. Germany 
(AP) — French Open cham- 
pion Thomas Muster com- 
pleted , a comeback victory 
over Sergi Bruguera Sunday 
and then swept past Jan 
Apeil in the final of the Mer- 
cedes Cup for his eighth title' 
of the season. 

The hard part for the top- 
seeded Austrian came in the 
semifinals, when he battled 
over two days to oust third- 
seeded Sergi Bruguera. after 
saving four match points in 
the storm-interrupted show- 
down. 

By contrast, it took Muster 
only 52 minutes to over- 
whelm Apell. Who was play- 
ing his first singles final. 6-2. 
6 - 2 . 

The semifinal was halted 
by a storm Saturday and had 
to be continfued Sunday, be- 
fore the final. 

Bruguera was leading 7-6 
(7-5). 5-3. w-ith Musier serv- 
ing at deuce when the match 
had to be abandoned. 

Apell. the unseeded Swede 
ranked no. 101. beat Amaud 
Boetsch of France 6-2. 6-4. 
Sunday morning to reach the 
final. 

Muster and Bruguera are 
cosnidered among the finest 
day-court players and they 
thrilled the crowd Saturday 
with excellent tennis. 

Muster won the French 
Open title in June, after Bru- 
guera's two-year reign came 
to an end in the semifinals 
against Michael Cluing. 

The fourth-ranked Au- 
strian had won seven titles 
this year, putting together an 


Mercedes cup 


amazing run of 40 straight 
victories ,in clay. The streak 
came to an end with a first- 
round loss to Alex Corretje 
July 10 in Gtsaad. Switzer- 
land. 

Bruguera. . ranked no. 1 1 . 
needed surgery for a knee 
injury he sustained at the 
Stuttgart Indoor tournament 
in February and missed near- 
ly seven weeks of tennis. 

The Spaniard, who says he 
is still not at the top of his 
game after the surgery, raced 
to a 5-1 lead in the second set 
after winning the first set 
Saturday. 

Muster saved two match 
points to hold for 5-2. carried ■ 
bv sheer will power. He final- 
ly broke Bruguera for 5-3 and 
saved two more match points 
in the next game to level at 
deuce, just as the thunder 
storm swept over .Stuttgart 
and forced the match to" be 
halted. 

While he appeared tired 
and listless Saturday. Musier 
was a different man Sunday. 

He held serve, broke Bru- 
guera when the third-seeded 
Spaniard was serving for the 
match and won the tiebreak- ' 
er 7-5. Muster rolled over a 
dispirited Bruguera in the 
third set to complete a 6-7 
(5-7 1. 7-6 (7-5). 6-2 victory. . 
Over rwo days, the march 
lasted 2:44. 


Davenport Salvages draw for the U.S. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMM SHAH IF 
a TANNAH HIRSCH 
91903 Insum MM BamCM. nc 

SILENCE IS GOLDEN 

Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

* 7 6 4 

9-A K 

OAX7B 

* A J 10 0 

WEST • EAST 

* K Q 9 * Void 

<?Q10 749806432 

0 Q J 10 6 £• 9 3 2 

*6432 *87 

SOUTH 

* AJ 10 8532 

7 7 

0 8 4 

*EQ5 
The bidding; 

South West North East 

3 * Pan 6 * Pasa 

Pan Dbt Pans Pasa 

Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of o . 

, If your opponents have never 
made a doubled -contract against 
you, you are not doubling enough. 
However, refrain from doubling i U 
in so doing, you might give declarer 
a blueprint of the hand. 

Since South's vulnerable preempt 
promised about seven tricks, North 
added in five tricks and made the 
value bid hy jumping directly lo six 
spades. West, confidant of two 
inimp tricks, wielded the a x. 

West led the queen of diamonds 
and as spon as dummy appeared it 

was obvious to declarer that West's, 
double had Lo be based on the expec- 
tancy of two trump tricks. To avoid 
that declarer needed to engineer an 
endplay. South’s trump length had 

• to be reduced u> the same as West’s, 
which could be accomplished only if 
West held specifically four cards in 
each minor suit. 

After winning the Em trick with 
the king of diamonds, declarer 
cashed the ace and rufTed a diamond 

: in hand. A did] to the nine furnished 
the entry for another diamond ruff. 
The king of clubs was cashed, the 
queen was overtaken with the see 
and a club was ruffed. 

Next came the ace of hearts, then 
the king was tramped to reduce both 
Smith and West to three cards each, 
aP spades. Declarer exited with the 
jack of spades and West was help- 
less. Forced to win with the queen. 
West had lo lead a tramp away from 
K 9 into, declarer’s A 10 tenace- 

• West was greedy. The double 
stood to gain 100 points. Instead, it 
cost 1 , 660 . Declarer would never 
have adopted such an unusual tine 
had West not given away the show. 


WILMINGTON. North. 
Carolina (Agencies) — The 
United States needed a shot 
in rhe arm after Mary Pierce 
opened the Fed Cup tennis 
semifinal with a victory for 
France and Lindsay Daven- 
port came out with her guns 
blazing Saturday. 

The 1.S8 metre. 19-year- 
old , Davenport blasted 38 
winners past Julie Halard to 
help the Americans salvage a 
1-1 tie after opening singles 
" of the World Group semis. 

The ninth-ranked-. Daven- 
port used punishing ground- 
strokes to get past Halard 
with a tight 7-6 7-5 win at 
Trask Coliseum at the Uni- 
versity of North CaroJina- 
Wilmington. - 

“l knew that this was a 
match we needed to win." 
said Davenport, who will 
play Pierce in the reverse 
singles. 

Australian Open champion 
and world number four # 
Pierce had given France the’ 
early lead with a 7-6 6-3 win 
over Mary Joe Fernandez. 

The 26th-ranked Halard 
ser ved up 12 double faults 
and committed 33 unforced 
errors in her failed attempt to 
give France a commanding 
2-0 lead. 

“1 knew that when the 
-match got close that .she 
tedded to tighten up." said 
Davenport, who raced 
through the first-set tie-break 
without dropping a point. 
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Lindsay Davenport 

Like Davenport. Pierce 
used a big serve and booming 
forehand to set up easy win- 
ners. 

She broke Fernandez's 
serve six times as the 13th- 
ranked American produced 
39 unforced errors. 

After dominating the 
opening tie-break 7-1, Pierce 


rolled out to a 4-0 second-set 
lead. 

“She made, some easy mis- 
takes at the start of the 
second set.” said the U.S.- 
raised Pierce, whose mother 
is French. “1 knew I couldn't 
let her back in the match 
then." 

The winner of the tie will 


face either defending cham- 
pions -Spain for the title. 

. Spain qualified for the final 
of the Sunday after taking a 
unassailable 3-1 lead in the 
World Group semi-final 
against Germany. 

japan gets berth 
in World Group 

Japan Saturday. swept the 
five-game Group 1 playoff of 
the Fed Cup World Xiroup. 
winning four singles matches 
and one doubles match over 
Canada. 

Japan was assured a berth 
in the eight-nation World 
Group in next years Fed 
Cup. while Canada dropped 
to the lower division of 
Group I. 

Kimiko Date, ranked sixth 
in the world, rallied after 
dropping the first set to 
beat Patricia Hy-Bulais. 

■ 72nd in the world. 3-6. 64. 
6-1 in Saturday's first singles 
-match. • 

Then Naoko Sawamatsu 
fought through three sets ’be- 
fore beating Jana Nejedly 6- 
4. 4-6. 6-3 in the second 
singles march at Deai Dome 
in Gifu Memorial Centre in 
central Japan. 

The Japanese pair .Kyoko- 
Nagatsuka and Ai Sugiyama 
defeated the Canadian pair of 
Rene Simpson and Jill 
Hetherington 5-7. 6-3. 64. 

Japan won two singles 
matches on the opening day. 
Fridav. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cambodia loses 1-4 to the Chinese 

PHNOM PENH (AFP) — In its first .football match in 
more than 20 years, Cambodia lost 14 to a team from the 
southeastern Chinese city of Shenzen here Sunday. Cam- 
bodia were trailing 3-1 at half-time but the loudest cheer 
from a big crowd was reserved for Cambodian forward Sok 
Try, who scored the side's only goal from close range 
midway through the half. The match was a milestone in 
Cambodia's return to international sport which will culmin- 
ate at the Olympic Games in Atlanta, Georgia, next year. 
The Cambodians are also building up for their first 
appearance at the South East Asian Games in Chang Mai," 




The Cambodians are also building up for their first 
appearance at the South East Asian Games in Chang Mai,' 
Thailand, in December. 

Bosnia-Herzegovina play 1st soccer match 

DUSSELDORF, Germany (AFP) — Bosnia-Hercegovina 
played its first full international soccer match here Satur- 
day, earning a 2-2 draw with German first division 
newcomers Fortuna. Some 7,000 of the 10.000 crowd were 
Bosnians, roaring on their team who recently received 
official recognition by world soccer’s riding body, FIFA, 
and its European arm, UEFA. 


VILLA /OFFICES TO LET 


An Independent one-storey villa 
near AI - Khalidi hospital (Ibn 
Khaldoun St). Suitable for a bank 
or an company or clinics^ 
Please Call Mr. Moneef 
■ 823385 (8 a.m. - 3 p.m.) S41 399 aften 6 p.m. , 


i| OPERA NIGHT 
BY 

CHRISTOPHER BAROSHVETCH 

B DRUM & DANCE SHOW 
BY' 

GUEM GROUP - FRANCE 


WEDNESDAY 26 JULY. 1995 
AT 7:00 PM 


MONDAY 31 JULY 1995 
AT 7:00 PM 


TICKET PRICE FOR EACH EVENT : JD 20 
• INCLUDES FINE DINNER AT UMM QAIS RESTHOUSE 
(AIR - CONDITIONED) & BUS TRANSPORT 


M< ir\T ) - MAI 


PIANO RECITAL 
* BY 

ALBERTO POMERANZ • ITAIT 


WEDNESDAY 2 AUGUST 1995 
AT 7:00 PM 


TICKET PRICE: JD 25 INCLUDES SEATED DINNER: 

. FREE ALL DRINKS & BUS TRANSPORT 

t _ inrrr r T1 

NOTE: JETT BUS WELL DEPART AT 4:30 PM 


TICKETS A RE A 1.1 1 LAli IE AT. 


ROMERO RESTAURANT 
TEL: 644227 / 8 


JERASH FESTIVAL 
ADMINISTRATION 
TEL: 675199 
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Thomas Master 


Fastlink 





r s, 


24hrs 


Fastlink J 
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IN OUR FAST MOVING WORLD, TIME IS PRECIOUS. WITH FASTLINK 
MOBILE SERVICES YOU ARE CONSTANTLY IN TOUCH AT ANYTIME. 
NO MORE WASTED TIME. 


- The .Service will be in 
operation soon. 

. - You may use any GSM 
cellular phone, but Fastlink 
® is the only company that 
provides the cellular service. 









Fastlink 


Jottim Mobfe Telephone Services 


Now , you're talking 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT TEL.:863750 FAX. : 863770 
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OIC states to offer military aid to Bosnia — Iran 


Contact group to examine Sarajevo’s defensive needs 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati said* foreign 
ministers of Islamic countries 
pledged in a private meeting 
in Geneva last week to give 
military assistance to Bosnian 
Muslims. 

Another senior Iranian 
official, parliament speaker 
Ali Akbar Nateq-Nuri, 
sharply criticised Friday's 
London conference on Bos- 
nia, saying on Sunday that it 
had given Bosnia's Serbs a 
green light to continue 
attacks against Muslims. 

Mr. Velayati, in remarks 
made on Saturday and 
quoted by Iran radio, said: 
“At its meeting, the Islamic 


Contact Group openly stres- 
sed that Bosnia has the right, 
like any other country, to 
defend itself and to have 
weapons." 

The Foreign Ministers of 
Turkey, Pakistan. Iran, 
Morocco, Saudi Arabia, 
Senegal. Egypt and Malaysia, 
which form the Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) contact group on Bos- 
nia. declared at the Geneva 
meeting that the U.N. arms 
embargo on Bosnia was “in- 
valid." 

Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad said 
Sunday that Malaysia is will- 
ing to sell arms to Bosnian 
government forces to back 


Russian, Chechen delegates 
sign military deal 


GROZNY (Agencies) — 
Russian and Chechen nego- 
tiators signed a military deal 
on Sunday in talks to end a 
bloody conflict in rebel 
Chechenya. but there was 
still no word of a deal* on 
political issues which lie at 
the heart of the conflict. 

“We have signed a deal on 
military issues." said Russian 
Interior Minister Anatoly 
Kulikov, speaking at the end 
of Sunday's talks in Chechen 
regional capital Grozny. 

“We have started the pro- 
cess of exchanging prisoners, 
resuming radio communica- 
tion (between the Russian 
army and Chechen fighters) 
and working out the mechan- 
ism of disarmament." Mr. 
Kulikov said. 

Russian soldiers and 
Chechen rebels are said to be 
holding hundreds of prison- 
ers. Delegates are due to visit 
a Russian filtration camp on 
Monday where they say ab- 
out 1,000 Chechen fighters 
are being held. 

Both sides said a statement 
on a long-awaited political 
agreement could be signed 
during negotiations Monday. 

Chechen leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev, however, cast new 
doubt on the talks* prospects 
during a clandestine televi- 
sion broadcast. 

“These talks have not 
yielded anything positive so 
far, and they will hardly yield 
anything because they are in 
the hands of hair-splitters." 
Mr. Dudayev said in the 
broadcast Saturday night. 

Usman Imayev, the top 
negotiator representing Mr. 
Dudayev's separatist forces, 
has said for days that an 
agreement is just around the 
comer, but the talks keep 
hitting snags. 


Mr. Imayev was quoted by 
the ITAR-TASS news agency 
Sunday as sayfng. "a com- 
munique on a bloc of political 
questions will possibly be 
signed July 24." The report 
gave no details on the con- 
tents of the communique. 

Mr. Imayev's Russian 
counterpart. Vyacheslav 
Mikhailov, said talks Sunday 
were “productive" and would 
continue early Monday. He, 
too, said he hoped a political 
communique could be signed 
Monday. 

Although negotiators have 
made dear progress resolving 
military and other issues, a 
political pact has stalled for 
weeks over the question of 
Chechenya's future status in 
relation to the Russian Fed- 
eration. 

The Chechen separatists, 
who declared independence 
in 1991 , want that independ- 
ence recognised by Moscow. 
Hie Kremlin insists the re- 
public remain part of Russia, 
but is willing to let the ques- 
tion wait until after elections 
and a referendum on a 
Chechen constitution, plan- 
ned for the fall. 

Mr. Dudayev said Satur- 
day. “there are no forces in 
the world that could break 
the will of the Chechen peo- 
ple and put it in the stable of 
Russia again." 

Also on Saturday. Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin reportedly 
urged the Russian side to 
make its stand “tougher." 
And Chechen* delegates ex- 
pressed anger at a remark by 
Russian negotiator Arkady 
Volsky implying that 
. Chechenya had little choice 
but to remain in Russia. 

Mr. Yeltsin sent thousands 
of troops into Chechenya in 
December. 


Israel shells S. Lebanon; 
Hizbollah retaliates 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Guerrillas 
fired a salvo of Katyusha 
rockets Sunday on an Israeli 
outpost in the "border enclave 
the Jewish state occupies in 
South Lebanon, security 
.sources reported. 

• The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
at least six rockets hit the 
post in the village of Beit 
■Yahoun in the so-called 
.“security zone." 

There was no immediate 
word of casualties in the S 
a.m. attack, the sources said. 

The attack triggered an 
llsraeli artillery 3nd tank 
•bombardment of suspected 
■guerrilla hideouts in Shiite 
-Muslim villages north of the 
.zone. There were no reports 
of casualties. 

- Earlier Sunday, Israeli 
-tanks and artillery shelled 
Shiite villages in the Iqiim 
.Al-Tuffah, or apple province, 
-hear the southern market 
town of Nabatiyeh where 
■guerrillas of Hizbollah. or 
Party of God. maintain major 
strongholds. 

No casualties were re- 
ported from the shelling 
either. 

There was no responsibility. 
; claim for Sunday’s Katyusha 
attack. But Hizbollah. which 
spearheads a guerrilla cam- 
paign to drive their Israelis 
and their militia allies out of 
"the occupied zone, frequently 
; unleashes rockets on its foes. 

Meanwhile, a radical 
Palestinian guerrilla leader in 
South Lebanon on Sunday 
promised Israel rocket 
attacks and suicide bombings 
if it carried out threats to 
wipe out Arab guerrilla 
groups. 

“About their (Israelis') 
claims they will wipe out fac- 
tions and groups, we say we 
are a revolution and the re- 
volution will continue until 
the Jews are removed frdVn 

- the land of Palestine and the 
Arab land." Lieutenant- 
Colonel Munir Maqdah said. 

Mr. Maqdah, former com- 
mander of PLO chief Yasser 
Arafat's main Fatah group 


forces in Lebanon but who 
now heads a small splinter 
faction, was responding to 
remarks made last week by 
Israel's top peace negotiator 
with Lebanon Uri Lubrani. 

Mr. Lubrani was quoted by 
Beirut newspapers on Friday 
as saying on a visit to Israel’s 
occupation zone in South 
Lebanon that Hizbollah. 
Lebanon’s anti-Israel Muslim 
militant group, and Palesti- 
nian guerrilla factions “will 
be wiped out from existence 
before peace is reached" be- 
tween Israel and Arab states. 

“We will Fight with all 
means until the (Israeli) 
occupier is removed. The 
more tyranny increases 
against our Palestinian peo- 
ple and our Arab and Islamic 
Nation, any means (of strug- 
gle) becomes permissible for 
us." said the bearded Mad- 
dah. who is bitterly opposed 
to the 1993 PLO-Israel peace 
accords. 

“We will continue our 
struggle everywhere using all 
means starting with the rifle, 
to rocket fire to human 
bombs," Maqdah told repor- 
ters at a training base near 
the southern Lebanese port 
of Sidon. He was flanked by 
hooded gunmen brandishing 
AK-47 assault rifles. 

Asked if his Lebanon- 
based fighters would rocket 
northern Israeli settlements 
in retaliation to any Israeli 
attacks. Mr. Maqdah replied: 
“We promise the settlements 
with heavy firing. God willing 
heavy firing like they have 
never seen before." 

Hizbollah (Party of God) 
guerrillas and Palestinian 
fighters have in the past un- 
leashed salvoes of Soviet- 
made Katyusha rockets on 
Israel whenever Israeli bom- 
bardment of southern Leba- 
non caused civilian casual- 
ties. 

Mr. Arafat relieved Mr. 
Maqdah of his duties as head 
of Fatah forces in Lebanon 
after he lambasted the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
chief for signing the peace 
pact with Israel. 


the OIC stand that the 
embargo was “invalid." 

"We will sell (weapons) 
at the same time, we will also 
supply more weapons to our 
peacekeepers because our 
troops are not well-equipped 
unlike the NATO soldiers." 
Mahathir was reported as 
saying by the local Sunday 
Times. 

Mr. Mahathir slammed the 
arms embargo as violating 
the Bosnians' right to defend 
themselves and accused 
NATO and the U.N. of dou- 
ble standards. 

“While NATO' and the 
U.N. forbid the supply of 
arms to all parties, the Serbs 


ate being supplied with 
weapons and oil to attack the 
Bosnians, he charged. 

“They are allowing the 
slaughtering of Bosnians by 
the Serbs. I have never seen 
such injustice in this world,” 
Mr. Mahathir said. 

Mr. Velayati said: "... a 
number of the foreign minis- 
ters of the Islamic countries 
taking part in the Geneva 
meeting made a commit- 
ment. at a private meeting, 
that took place at the end of 
the Geneva meeting, to lend 
defence assistance to Bos- 
nia." 

He did not name the coun- 
tries or say what type of 


assistance was expected to 
reach the Bosnian Muslims. 

“Islamic countries object 
to the West's stance on Bos- 
nia and consider it to be 
unfair." the Iranian minister 
added in his remarks on Iran 
Radio, monitored by the 
British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC). 

Bosnian Foreign Minister 
Mohammed Sarirbey. who 
attended the Geneva meet- 
ing, said he' had been given 
pledges of weaponry and that 
military chiefs and defence 
ministers from the 51- 
member OIC would be meet- 
ing to work out details of help 
to his country. 


The Iranian parliament 
speaker, in remarks on Iran 
television monitored by the 
BBC. said: 

“The behaviour of the Un- 
ited Nations and the Security ' 
Council shows that they 
themselves want the Muslims 
to be driven out of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, and that they 
approve of the crimes com- 
mitted by the Serbs through 
tjjeir silence." 

The London conference 
threatened retaliation against 
Bosnian Serbs if they attack- 
ed the Gorazde enclave. 

Mr. Nateq-Nuri said: 
“What this means is that they 
have given their approval to 


the slaughter of the Muslims 
of the cities of Srebrenica 
Zepa and approval of Serb 
crimes throughout Bosma- 
Herzegovina.” 

Mr. Velayati said that the 
OIC contact group will meet 
soon to study the “defensive 
needs" of the Bosnian Mus- 
lim. 

Defence ministers and 
military chief s-of-staff from 
the group and other Islamic 
countries with peacekeepers 

in'* Bosnia would need to 
hold talks to examine me 
defensive needs of Bosnian 
Muslims and ways of provid- 
ing help." Mr. Velayati said 
without giving a date. 
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SEEKING REFUGEE — A U.N. soldier besieged totiu of Srebrenica. Thousands 
helps a Bosnian refugee who arrived at of Bosnian Muslims have sought shelter at 
the U.N. air base in Tuzla after fleeing the the U.N. refugee camps (AFP photo) | 


3 Americans detained in 
Hebron remain jailed 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — .Three American • 
peace activists were kept in 
jail Sunday after they refused 
to sign a promise to stay out 
of the West Bank city of 
Hebron for two months. 

The three Americans were 
detained on Saturday by the 
army after they violated army 
closure, orders and forced 
open a sealed gate to , the 
Islamic c ollege in Hebron. 

Cliff Kindy of North Man- 
chester, Indiana, was ordered 
to pay 5,000 shekel ($1,700) 
bail and sign a promise not to 
return to Hebron for two 
months. 

The two women, Kathy 
Kampboeffner, also of North 
Manchester, and Wendy 
Lehman from Kidron, Ohio, 
were told to pay a 1.000 


shekel ($340) bail and a sign a . 
similar pledge. 

They all refused and police 
decided to keep them in jail 
until Monday, said West 
Bank police spokesman Boaz 
Golden berg. Under Israeli 
law, a person can be held for 
48 hours before charges must 
be filed. 

An Israeli woman de- 
tuned with the group was 
also kept in jail after refitting 
to sign the pledge. 

Mr. Goldenberg said they 
would all be brought before a 
magistrate on Monday. 

The army detained the four 
on Saturday and handed 
them over to police after they 
entered a closed military 
zone and knocked down a 
gate to the Islamic College. 


Kuwait to sign 
human rights pacts 


KUWAIT (R) — The 
Kuwaiti government said on 
Sunday it planned to sign 
three international human 
rights .conventions including 
one against torture and 
would ask parliament to 
approve the measure. 

“These agreements aim to 
protect the general rights of 
citizens qnd combat torture 
a rid' other forms" of maltreat- 
ment," a statement' by. the 
cabinet of the Gulf state said. 

It said it had sent the 
assembly draft laws stipulat- 
ing that Kuwait accede to the 
International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultu- 
ral Rights and the U.N. Con- 
vention Against Torture and 
Other cruel. Inhuman or De- 


grading Treatment or Punish- 
ment. 

Human rights experts say 
the bills, if ratified by parlia- 
ment. will require Kuwait 
periodically to give a public 
accounting to U.N. commit- 
tees overseeing compliance 
with the pacts. 

This will permit further in- 
ternational scrutiny of 
Kuwait's rights record follow- 
ing heightened interest in the 
issue after its 1991 liberation 
from Iraqi occupation, they 
say. 

“It's a major step," a di- 
plomat said. “If the measures 
go through, no one will ever 
again be able to tell us ‘this is 
our internal affair."’ 


Abbas 
returns to 
W. Bank 
after 47 
years 

RAFAT. West Bank 
(AFP) — Mahmoud 
Abbas, the Palestinian who 
negotiated and signed the 
PLO's peace accord with 
Israel in 1993. returned to 
the occupied West Bank 
after 47 years' exile on Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Abbas. 59, also 
known as Abu Mazen. 
moved into a rented hill- 
side villa in the village of 
Rafat, near Ramallah. 12 
kilometres north of Jeru- 
salem. 

“I am happy to have 
returned to my homeland." 
said Mr. Abbas, who was 
relucranr to talk about his 
immediate plans. "My acti- 
vities here will conform to 
my position as a member of 
the PLO executive commit- 
tee," he told AFP. 

Mr. Abbas is still official- 
ly head of the Palestinian 
negotiating committee with 
Israel but has hardly played 
a role in the peace process 
since the signature of the 
Declaration of Principles 
on the White House lawn 
on Sept. 13. 1993. 

He said he would not 
return to Washington to 
sign an accord on the next 
phase of Palestinian self- 
rule when the two sides, 
still negotiating to narrow 
their differences, reached 
agreement. 

However, he played 
down his differences with 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat, 
which have left him out of 
the negotiations for the past 
two years. “There is no- 
thing political. It was a 
question of procedure," he 
said. 

Mr. Abbas, who has 
lived in Tunis for the past 
few years, met Mr. Arafat 
in Gaza city last week be- 
fore returning to the West 
Bank. 


Nigeria junta hints at clemency in coup plot 


LAGOS (R) — South Afri- 
can President Nelson Mande- 
la’s envoy left Nigeria on 
Sunday with assurances that 
clemency for convicted coup 
plotters was under consider- 
ation. a government official 
said. 

South African Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki was 
told ar a dinner on Saturday 
by Lieutenant-General Ola- 
dipo Diya. number two in the 
ruling council that the nation- 
al defence council would 
meet on Tuesday to consider 
clemency appeals for 40 peo- 
ple convicted in a secret trial 
that provoked international 
outrage. 

“Mbeki was told they will 
consider the appeals and 
make rheir recommendations 
to the PRC (Provsional ruling 
council).'' one official said. 

The assurance came the 
same day that a government 
spokesman said military ruler 
General Sani Abacha might 


consider clemency. 

“There is every reason no 
believe that Abacha will be 
very sympathetic to these 
pleas by the international 
community." spokesman 
David Attah was quoted as 
saying in Thisday newspap- 
er. 

“He is a very compassion- 
ate person. 1 have every 
reason to believe that he is 
going to look at each case on 
its merit and take definite 
steps to perhaps temper jus- 
tice with mercy.” 

The authorities have not 
made public the coup sent- 
ences. which are subject to 
the confirmation of the PRC 
..chaired by Mr. Abacha. 

Among those found guilty 
was a former head of state, 
retired general Olusegun 
Obasanjo. Every coup trial in 
Nigeria since the first failed 
coup attempt in 1976 has 
resulted in executions. 

Mr. Mbeki left Abuja after 


three days in the Nigerian 
capital trying to persuade Mr. 
Abacha to show clemency to 
the plotters. 

Concern over Nigeria’s hu- 
man rights record was height- 
ened with the execution of 43 
armed robbery con- 
victs on Saturday — the 
largest number to go before a 
firing squad for decades.' 

The government said the 
executions, carried out in 
groups at the Kirikiri max- 
imum security prison on the 
outskirts of Lagos and watch- 
ed by a crowd of about 1 ,000. 
were intended to crack down 
on an upsurge in violent 
crime. 

Local human rights groups 
condemned the executions, 
saying they would not curb 
crime in a nation going 
through its worst social, eco- 
nomic and political crisis in 
two decades. 

The West African nation 
has been in turmoil since the 


army annulled a presidential 
vote in 1993 which was sup- 
posed to restore democracy. 

Moshood Abiola, the 
businessman believed to have 
won the election, is in jail 
while on trial for treason. Mr. 
Abacha, who seized power 
last November after the 
annullment. has promised to 
announce a timetable in 
October for a transition to 
civilian r ule. _ 

The Campaign for Demo- 
cracy Alliance said in a state- 
ment that Saturday's execu- 
tions were inhumane, noting 
that the 43 bodies were taken 
away in a rubbish truck. 

Mr. Abdul Oroh. director 
of Civil Liberties Organisa- 
tion, told Reuters: “We have 
been executing robbers since 
the early 1970s and we are 
still having armed robbery.” 

■ Mr. Executions will make 
the 'robbers harder and more 
violent." said Mr. Oroh. 


S. Africa’s black parties set for showdown 


ULUNDI. South Africa 
(R) — Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi's Inkarha Free- 
dom Party (!FP) urging 
Zulus to reject the "auto- 
cracy" of South African 
President Nelson Mande- 
la’s African National Con- 
gress (ANC) resolved on 
Sunday to call an early- 
election in Kwazulu-Natal 
province if its draft provin- 
cial constitution is not 
adopted in August. 

“My support is far above 
what was reflected in the 
last election,” Mr, 
Buthelezi told reporters af- 
ter a two-day strategy con- 
ference outside the Zulu 
■stronghold of Ulundi. 

“If there is an impasse 
because people cannot re- 
solve the issue of (provin- 
cial constitution) through 
negotiations, then the only 
other alternative is to go 
for elections." he said. 

He said he would expect 
his party to win more than 
two thirds of the vote and 
with it the power to adopt 
its own constitution provid- 


ing for maximum provincial 
autonomy — the issue at 
the centre of his dispute 
with Mr. Mandela. 

Inkatha sources said a 
provincial election could be 
held as early as Novmem- 
ber. National and provin- 
cial elections in South Afri- 
ca are not due until 1999, 
but party sources said the 
transitional constitution 
provided for an early elec- 
tion if there was a vote of 
no confidence in a provin-' 
da) government. 

Buthelezi, a prince of the 
eight million-strong Zulu 
nation, won 10 per cent of 
the national vote in South 
Africa's first all-race elec- 
tions in April last year. 

His Zulu-based Inkatha 
Freedom Party won just 
over 50 per cent of the vote 
in his homeland province of 
Kwazulu-Natal. 

More than 1.100 people 
have died in the political 
turf war between Inkatha 
and the ANC since last 
year's democracy polls. . 

Mr. Buthelezi told sever- 


al thousand delegates to 
Inkatha’s annual confer- 
ence on Saturday he would 
never accept central gov- 
ernment authority ip his 
Homeland province. 

“It might be that we are 
left with no option but to 
go back to the people for a 
fresh mandate ... so that we 
can secure a constitution 
for this province, or lose 
the entire stake in this gam- 
ble." he said. 

The Inkatha delegates 
resolved: “Should the pro- 
vincial legislature foil for 
any reason to adopt a con- 
stitution, the conference 
calls on the provindal gov- 
ernment to seek a fresh and 
substantial mandate ... 
through provindal elec- 
tions. 

"Conference cans on all 
the people of the kingdom 
to choose between ANC 
autocracy, centralism and 
authoritarianism on the 
one hand and IFF freedom, 
federalism and pluralism 
on the other.” 

Inkarha secretary- 


general Ziba Jiyane told 
reporters elections could be 
avoided if smaller parries 
backed Inkatha's constitu- 
tion. which is due to be 
presented at the next sitting 
of the provindal parlia- 
ment in August. 

Mr. Buthelezi said he 
would remain as minister of 
home affairs in Mr. Mande- 
la’s cabinet despite calls by 
some members of his party 
before the conference 
started to return to 
Kwazulu-Natal. 

“For the moment, the 
position is as it is." he said. 

Mr. Mandela and 
Buthelezi have been at log- 
gerheads for the past year 
over issues iriduding re- 
sponsibility for a pre- 
election massacre of In- 
katha marchers outside the 
ANC head office. 

A row over who should 
pay the influential Zulu 
tribal chiefs and headmen 
seen as key to the suppon 
of traditionalist pe as ants, 
has been submitted to the 
constitutional court. 


Hawke marries 
his biographer 

I 

SYDNEY (R) - Former’ 
Australian Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke married his biog- 
rapher, Blanche D'Apulget, . 
Sunday as his former wife of - 
38 years. Hazel, marked the 
occasion with a. freedom 

party” at the family home v A' . 

crowd of reporters, gawkers, 

30 Buremese student demon- 
strators and a group of peo^ 
pie protesting against aircraft 
noise jostled outside as 
Hawke and D’Apiuget ex- 
changed vows at the Ritz- 
Cajrlton Hotel in the 
upmarket Sydney suburb of 
Double Bay. The newlyweds 
were rushed by the media as 
they emerged from the hotel 
with guests, including Deputy 
Prime Minister Kim Beazley, 
and boarded a double-decker 
bus for a short journey to a . 
nearby Italian restaurant for 
the reception. “Did l cry?” 
said Hawke, who has a repu- 
tation for being emotional. “I 
had a couple of tears in my 
eyes, which Blanche said 
were very nice. But I had a 
new experience today. I 
started to water from the 
nose a bit." Hawke, 65, met - 
the blonde D'Alpuget, 51. at 
an embassy party in Jakarta J 
in 1970 when she was married 
to an Australian diplomat 
arid he was the head of the 
Australian Council of Trade . 
Unions. A novelist, she 
wrote his biography- in 1979. 

Prague physicist 
says he is 
Einstein's son 

NEW YORK (AFP) — A 
63-year-old physicist in Pra- 
gue claims he is the son of 
Albert Einstein who was 
switched at birth and was 
only informed, of his identity 
in 1972, The New York 
Times reported Saturday. *T 
may not be able to prove it. . 
but I know I am his son,” 
Ludek Zakel said. “I cannot 
profit from being Einstein’s - 
son. I can only lose money. I 
cannot reverse the course of 
my life or change it in any 
way. So why would 1 lie?” 
Zakel said. He claimed he 
was told in 1972 by a friend of 
Einstein’s step-daughter that 
ti&real mother was Einstein’s 
second wife, Elsa, and that 
he was raised by a woman 
whose child died the day he 
was born. Zakel. who is pur- 
suing research based on Ein- 
stein’s work, bears a strong 
physical resemblance to the 
scientist noted for his theory 
of relativity and has said he , 
would be willing to.undergo a 
DNA test to check his claim.- . 
According to the report. 
Zakel's tale centres on writ- 
ten but unverified statements 
of two nurses who have been 
dead for years, the solemn 
vow of a possible half-sister, 
and the signed statement of 
his 93-year-old mother who is 
no longer wflling to speak 
about the matter. 

Lenin body’s 
custodians offer 
embalming for all 

MOSCOW (AP) — It's the 
age of capitalism in Russia 
and embalming is no longer 
the privilege of Communist 
leaders like Vladimir I. 
Lenin. For a mere $300,000. 
a body can be embiamed to 
remain intact for six monthi . 
says Yuri Romakov. deputy 
head of the Biolgical Struc- 
tures Research Centre that 
monitors Lenin’s body in its ’ 
Red Square. Mausoleum. A * 
procedure involving Jong- 
term preservation of the 
body, like that of Lenin's, is 
far more cosrlv. Mr. Roma- 
kov^told the Interfax News 
Agency. "The long-term 
embalming with subsequent 
maintenance will cost more 
$1 million." he said. So far, 
individuals have not placed 
embalming orders with the 
1 --member centre, which has 
worked on preserving the- 
bodies of such Communist 
leaders as Bulgaria's Georgy 
Dimnrov and Czechoslova- 
kia s Element Gotwald. Mr. 
Romakov said. 

Letter-writing 
robber gets 
short shrift 

AMSTERDAM 
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armed man 
shopkeeper .in tl 
Dutch town of C 
note demanding 
when the written 
back short and t 
Dutch daily De 
said. * Sod‘ off 
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A man was later 
possession of an a 
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